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Inspection date: 2 October 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Managers place the well-being of staff, children and their families at the heart of 
everything they do. Staff are committed to meeting the individual needs of children 
and their families. Parents speak highly of the support that staff have given them. 
Children are happy and safe. Parents talk about how their children are excited to 
see their friends and are disappointed when they cannot attend. Children learn how 
to use equipment safely and start to take risks with the support of the staff. For 
example, they learn how to use knives safely. They enjoy using blocks to build a 
structure that they can climb on safely. 

Overall, staff have high expectations for children. They identify what children need 
to learn next and plan activities to support their learning. Children settle quickly. 
They develop very good relationships with staff and other children. With the 
support of staff, they learn to share and take turns. Staff help children to 
understand how their behaviour can upset other children. For example, they 
patiently explain to them how they may upset their friends if they take the toys 
that others are using.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children's literacy skills effectively. Children enjoy looking at books. 
They begin to listen to stories that staff read to them. For example, children 
repeat phrases, such as 'dig, dig, dig' from their favourite stories. They listen to 
songs and rhymes and begin to sing to themselves as they play. 

n Managers and staff work extremely well with a range of professionals to ensure 
that they obtain appropriate support for all families at the earliest opportunity. 

n Procedures for supervision and monitoring are not highly focused on raising the 
quality of teaching to an even higher level. Managers do not act swiftly enough 
when they highlight minor inconsistencies in teaching. 

n Children quickly learn the behavioural expectations of the setting and respond 
well when they are reminded of the boundaries. Parents feel that the staff have 
given them strategies that they can use at home to manage children's 
behaviour. This helps to establish a consistent approach to managing children's 
behaviour.

n Staff have a very strong relationship with parents. All parents are highly involved 
in their children's learning. For example, they attend sessions in the setting and 
take activities home to do with their children. There are very effective strategies 
in place to enable parents and staff to share information about children's 
learning. 

n The quality of teaching is good. Staff follow children's interests and seize 
opportunities to strengthen learning further. Children have time to choose their 
own activities and staff join in with them to develop their play further. For 
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example, children laugh and giggle with delight as they realise that they can talk 
to each other through a cardboard tube. 

n Staff are keen to help children to develop their language skills, overall. When 
they talk in very simple phrases, children copy and repeat what they are saying. 
However, some staff do not always model language effectively, particularly for 
younger children. For example, they sometimes talk in long sentences and ask 
too many questions which children do not always understand.

n Children are incredibly confident and independent. For example, two-year-olds 
attempt to peel their own fruit, pour their own drinks and put on their coats. 
Older children attempt to spread cheese on their crackers.

n Staff provide children with a healthy diet and children quickly learn how they can 
contribute to their good health. They rapidly learn that they must wash their 
hands before they have their snack. Children know that they put their coats on 
before going outside.

n Children have a very good start to their early education. Staff carefully consider 
how they can build on the skills that children have at home. For example, they 
gradually introduce creative materials to children who have not experienced 
them before. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of how to protect children from harm. They know 
how to identify and report their concerns about children to keep them safe. All staff 
have a good understanding of wider safeguarding issues. Managers ensure that the 
environment is safe and well maintained. They act swiftly when any hazards are 
identified. Recruitment procedures are strong. Thorough checks and ongoing 
suitability checks help to ensure that all staff are suitable for their role.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure that staff consistently adapt their language when talking to younger 
children to help them develop their language and vocabulary

n strengthen procedures for supervision and monitoring and act more swiftly on 
minor inconsistencies to raise the quality of teaching even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY472358

Local authority South Tyneside

Inspection number 10106627

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 2

Total number of places 8

Number of children on roll 7

Name of registered person South Tyneside Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519360

Telephone number 01915294819

Date of previous inspection 19 May 2014

Information about this early years setting

Stanley's at Whitburn & Marsden registered in 2013. The setting employs two 
members of childcare staff, both of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The setting opens Monday to Friday during term 
time. Sessions are from 8.30am until 11.30am. The setting provides funded early 
education for two-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elizabeth Fish

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager of the setting.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the setting manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and provider. She 

looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working 
in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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