
Inspection of Early STEPS Nursery
648 Manchester Road, Stocksbridge, Sheffield S36 1DY

Inspection date: 25 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager and staff provide a warm and welcoming environment for children. 
Children confidently make independent choices from a good range of quality 
resources and play materials available to them. They demonstrate high levels of 
interest to explore, investigate and find things out. For example, older children 
learn about which animals can eat conkers and why they are poisonous to others. 
Children are motivated and enthusiastic to learn. 

Children's physical health and well-being are a high priority for staff. They provide 
healthy, nutritionally balanced meals and snacks that children enjoy. Children have 
free access to fresh air and physical activity during outdoor play. Staff also provide 
calm, comfortable spaces for children to rest and sleep. The nursery has recently 
achieved Sheffield Healthy Early Years Status for their work.

The manager and staff team are committed to providing an inclusive environment 
where all children and their families are welcome. They work together effectively to 
support children's learning. This means that all children, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), receive the help they need to 
make good progress. Additionally, the special educational needs coordinator has 
completed a 'SEND' award to enable her to signpost children effectively to access 
early help. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager takes the happiness and well-being of staff members seriously. 
This means that the majority of staff have worked at the nursery for a long time 
and are highly experienced. The manager provides staff with feedback on their 
performance through filmed observations of their interaction with children and 
supervision sessions. She identifies training to support staff development and 
measures the impact this has on staff practice and meeting children's individual 
needs. The manager is aware of the need to focus her support on newer and 
less-experienced staff to ensure that the quality of teaching is consistently raised 
to the highest standard.

n Children are making good progress from their starting points. They are 
challenged to make continual progress through effective tracking and monitoring 
of their development by staff and management. Staff make focused and 
individual plans for children's learning. This ensures that any gaps in children's 
learning are closing and that learning is extended for the most able children.

n Children are encouraged to form secure attachments with their key person and 
other staff caring for them. Children are happy and settled in nursery. They are 
warmly welcomed by enthusiastic staff and enter their playroom with 
confidence, demonstrating that they feel safe. Staff help children to develop 
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their communication and language skills. They narrate on activities, model good 
conversational skills and introduce new vocabulary. Babies and toddlers repeat 
familiar words and phrases and older children show confidence in speaking to 
staff and their friends.

n Children thoroughly enjoy the wide range of activities provided and show 
curiosity, concentration and enjoyment during their play. The manager and staff 
use additional funding well. For example, they provide one-to-one support, tailor 
staff training and obtain extra resources. However, staff do not consistently 
provide as good support for children who demonstrate a developing interest in 
technology.

n Staff are good role models and give children clear messages about the 
expectations for their behaviour. They encourage children to share, take turns 
and be kind to one another. Staff understand that some children struggle to stay 
within expected boundaries. They work with individual children and parents to 
promote a consistent approach. Staff also attend training specifically in 
behaviour management to ensure that they can provide the best support to 
children.

n Staff give high priority to building good relationships with parents from the start. 
Parents share information about their children's experiences and what they know 
and can do during settling-in visits to the nursery. Staff keep parents up to date 
each day through an online system, sharing information about children's ongoing 
care and the progress they are making. Parents comment very positively about 
the quality of the care and education that their children receive.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff place a high priority on making sure that children are safe 
and this is well managed throughout the nursery. Staff complete regular 
safeguarding training, including training on wider safeguarding issues, such as the 
'Prevent' duty. Their knowledge of child protection is refreshed regularly in staff 
meetings. Staff know the signs and symptoms to look for and the procedures to 
follow if they have any concerns about a child's welfare. Staff recruitment is robust 
and new staff receive a thorough induction to ensure that they understand their 
role and responsibility to protect children and keep them safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus even more on supporting newer and less-experienced staff in their 
professional development to raise the quality of teaching to a consistently high 
standard

n extend and support children's interest in technology.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY386602

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10065789

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 87

Name of registered person Step Development Trust

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518887

Telephone number 01142836930

Date of previous inspection 6 August 2015

Information about this early years setting

Early STEPS Nursery registered in 2008. The nursery employs 10 members of 
childcare staff, including the nursery manager. All staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lindsay Dobson

Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk and a joint 
observation of an activity.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children, and 
considered the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection. She also took account of 

the views of parents through written statements provided.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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