
Inspection of The Battersea Nursery 
And Pre-School Academy
Unit A3, 5 Riverlight Quay, London SW11 8DX

Inspection date: 26 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are secure, confident and content in this caring and organised nursery. 
Staff provide a good range of stimulating activities based on what children need to 
learn next. All children make good progress. Staff provide babies with a good 
variety of creative activities. For example, babies eagerly explore flour and water 
paste, using good physical development skills as they mix and spread the mixture 
across the table. Staff help children to gain good understanding of the world. For 
instance, they plant seeds and learn how thing grow. Children have good skills with 
technology, for example, where they press buttons to enable different functions on 
electronic toys. Staff are attentive to children. However, on occasion they miss 
opportunities to further develop younger children's thinking and language skills. 
Children have good understanding and respect for others from different cultural 
and religious backgrounds. Staff manage children's behaviour effectively. They are 
clear about their expectations and use praise well to support positive behaviour. 
Children develop good variety of physical skills. Older children climb, jump and 
balance, and babies crawl and learn to balance and walk using different equipment 
in the well-resourced outdoor area. Staff ensure extra emphasis in this area of 
learning by staff ensuring that all children have constant access to the outdoor 
area.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff teach children good early mathematical skills. For instance, children count 
confidently and know different shapes. Staff teach children mathematical 
vocabulary, such as 'more' and 'less', to support their learning. Children sort and 
group objects, for example, according to size or colour.

n Staff support children to be confident and motivated to learn. For instance, they 
provide activities that are linked to children's interests which they thoroughly 
enjoy. Staff value each child highly as an individual and treat them with care and 
respect. They help children to recognise and manage their feelings. Children 
behave well.

n Children gain good independence skills. For instance, children help to clean and 
set tables for meals. Older children dress themselves, and staff support younger 
children to gain these skills. Staff teach children how to behave in safe ways. For 
example, they teach them about road safety and how to use the stairs with care 
and caution.

n Staff help children with special educational needs and/or disabilities to make 
good progress. They make plans with targets for children, which are reviewed 
regularly. Staff monitor children closely and ensure that they exchange 
information with parents and other professionals involved in children's care and 
learning.

n Staff work successfully with parents. They keep them regularly informed of 
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children's progress. Staff provide good ways for parents to support their 
children's learning, such as home-learning activities to promote best outcomes.

n The manager works hard to ensure staff's well-being and their happiness in 
post. She does this successfully, for example, by building close relationships with 
staff and meeting with them individually to discuss workloads and other issues 
that might be affecting their work. The manager offers support where needed, 
including training. For instance, staff have attended a range of courses including 
a course on the role of the key person, which led to children feeling more secure 
in the nursery. 

n Staff teach healthy daily routines, such as eating healthily and taking part in 
daily physical activities. However, staff sometimes miss opportunities to increase 
children's understanding of the value of these routines and the importance of 
how to keep safe on the internet. 

n Staff teach children good early literacy skills. For instance, they read a wide 
range of interesting stories to children and use puppets to encourage their 
participation. They teach them to recognise alphabet letters and sounds. Staff 
sing nursery rhymes and songs through which children learn new words. Staff 
provide good support to children learning English as an additional language, for 
example, by teaching them English names of common objects. However, staff 
sometimes miss opportunities to further young children's thinking and language 
skills, for instance, by effective questioning and giving children time to think and 
respond. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have secure knowledge and understanding of what to look out for regarding 
concerns linked to a child's well-being. They are aware of child protection policies 
and procedures to follow if they have concerns. Staff have regular updates to their 
training to ensure their practice is current. The manager has a comprehensive 
recruitment process to assess staff's suitability for their roles.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop children's thinking and language skills further  particularly for children 
aged one to two years

n develop children's understanding of the value of their healthy routines, such as 
eating well and taking regular physical challenges, and how to be safe while 
using the internet.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550531

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10109362

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 5

Total number of places 74

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900821

Telephone number 01543 678593

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Battersea Nursery And Pre-School Academy registered in 2016. It is located in 
Battersea in the London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery is open on Monday 
to Friday from 7.30am to 6.30pm, all year round, and is closed on public bank 
holidays. There are 19 staff, including the manager, 14 of whom hold appropriate 
early years qualifications. This includes two staff members who hold qualified 
teacher status, one staff member who holds a qualification in childcare at level 5, 
10 staff members who hold a qualification in childcare at level 3, and one member 
of staff who holds a qualification in childcare at level 2. The nursery receives 
funding for free early years education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jenny Beckles
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Inspection activities

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk around the nursery with the manager.
n The inspector observed the interaction between staff and children and spoke 

with children when appropriate.
n The inspector tracked the progress of several children.
n The inspector reviewed some documentation and held a discussion with the 

manager.
n The inspector considered the views of parents and staff during the inspection

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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