
Inspection of Marble Hall Little Angels 
Day Nursery
Connect Derby, Marble Hall, 80 Nightingale Road, Derby DE24 8BF

Inspection date: 24 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

All children receive a warm welcome from the enthusiastic staff team. Children 
settle quickly into their play when they arrive. Children who are new to the setting 
are offered plenty of reassurance by their key person. Staff learn to speak key 
words in children's home languages and use these to help children who speak 
English as an additional language to settle. This helps to support the close and 
secure attachments between staff and children. Children are happy, confident and 
engrossed in their learning. They enjoy taking part in sensory play activities which 
also provide opportunities for them to expand their use of vocabulary. For example, 
children wash dolls in a tub of soap and water and talk to staff about how the 
bubbles feel 'soft'. 

Staff are passionate about working with and supporting children and their families. 
They set realistic boundaries for children's behaviour. Children learn to manage 
their own feelings and know what is expected of them. They respond well to the 
praise and encouragement given by staff. Older and younger children are proud to 
show the stickers they have received from staff for their good behaviour and 
achievements.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management and staff team understand how children learn and they have a 
good overview of how children are progressing in their development. They 
identify which areas of learning children need more support with. Staff make this 
a focus when they interact with children and when planning the resources they 
provide. For example, staff promote pre-school children's mathematical skills 
effectively. They discuss with children the numbers on a calculator and 
encourage them to select the correct numeral to represent numbers.

n Staff provide children with opportunities to take part in physical exercise and 
enjoy a healthy diet. They talk to children during lunchtime about the benefits of 
eating all of their food as it will give them 'strong muscles'. Children use the area 
outside to ride on bikes, balance on beams and run.  

n Staff are knowledgeable about their local community. They use this information 
to broaden children's experiences of their home, community and wider world. 
For example, a local dentist visited the setting. Children learned about people 
who help them and about how to manage their own oral hygiene. Parents have 
since engaged with local dental services. This promotes children's health and 
well-being well.

n Staff are extremely well supported by the management team. Staff comment 
how a reduction in their workload has had a positive impact on their 
opportunities to interact more with children. New staff are helped to understand 
their roles and responsibilities within the nursery. All staff attend training and 
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receive feedback from video observations of their practice. This helps them to 
reflect on their own practice and make improvements to the quality of their 
teaching.

n Staff plan and provide a broad range of experiences to support children's 
physical and language skills. Younger children show curiosity and develop their 
physical skills as they investigate different types of fruit. They use knives with 
precision to carefully pick out the seeds from a pomegranate. Children copy staff 
when the seeds burst out of the fruit and they all say 'pop, pop, pop' and clap 
their hands to illustrate the sound it makes. Staff encourage the children to 
squeeze the pomegranate. Children watch in awe as juice trickles out and say it 
is 'absolutely amazing'. 

n Children show respect and care for each other. They know to take turns and 
help others. For example, they help to clear up a drink spilt by their friend. Staff 
encourage children to be polite during mealtimes. Children say 'please' and 
'thank you' when they are passed some food. 

n Parents speak extremely positively about the nursery and say the management 
and staff are 'more like family' to them. They comment about how supportive 
the staff are when their children need extra attention. Parents know what 
progress their children are making and what they can do at home to further 
support their child's development. 

n Staff provide children with good opportunities to be independent and make 
decisions about what they would like to play with. Children are free to take part 
in many different activities both indoors and outside. Overall, children 
concentrate well. However, on occasions, some staff are less confident to re-
focus children's attention when they become distracted from their chosen 
activity. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good knowledge and understanding of their 
responsibilities to keep children safe from harm. They complete child protection 
training and know how to respond to any signs of abuse. They also know what to 
do should there be an allegation made against a member of staff. The provider 
uses robust recruitment procedures to make sure all staff working with children are 
suitable to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help children to maintain their focus during activities, to further extend and 
challenge their learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY544417

Local authority Derby 

Inspection number 10081757

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Little Angels Playschool C.I.C

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533242

Telephone number 07711118454

Date of previous inspection 5 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Marble Hall Little Angels Day Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery employs 11 
members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications, 
including one at level 5. The nursery opens from 8am to 4pm, Monday to Friday, 
during term time. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-
old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Caroline Clarke
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a tour of the premises with the provider. They talked 
about how the provider organises the nursery and the play and learning 
experiences they provide for children.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. She completed 
a joint observation with the provider.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. She held a 
meeting with the provider and looked at a sample of documents, including 
evidence of staff suitability.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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