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Outcome
St Mary’s CofE Aided Infant School, Frensham continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils love their small, friendly school. Leaders have created a caring atmosphere, where
strong relationships ensure that pupils respect each other. Pupils enjoy each other’s
company. We saw pupils of all ages chatting happily together over lunch. They like many
aspects of school life, such as learning on Frensham Common, school trips and computing
lessons.
Leaders have created a strong sense of tradition and belonging within the St Mary’s
community. The school proudly displays its rich history. As one parent commented,
‘Alongside a strong curriculum, the school blends in the fun rituals of village life.’ Pupils
told inspectors about how much they enjoy running stalls at Frensham Fayre – a highlight
in the school calendar.
Pupils feel safe in school. They know that adults will always listen to them. Pupils
commented on how much they trust adults that work with them. They are not concerned
about bullying in their happy and nurturing school.
Pupils rise to the high expectations that adults have for them, in both their behaviour and
their learning. They are confident and eager to learn, polite and want to please.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?
Leaders make sure that reading is central to life at St Mary’s. They are ambitious that all
pupils learn to read as quickly as possible. Pupils enjoy reading a wide variety of books,
both at school and at home. They love choosing what to read from the school library and
sharing a book with Isla, ‘the reading dog’. The ‘library garden’ provides pupils with
relaxing spots to read in.
Staff have received high-quality phonics (letters and the sounds they represent) training.
Teaching is skilled. Leaders make sure that teachers know exactly what order to teach
new sounds. Children in the early years get great satisfaction from completing phonics

tasks, proudly reading back their own writing to adults. They willingly try out their new
learning. For example, a child attempted to write the word ‘vegetable’ using the sounds
that they knew. Staff quickly spot any pupil who is struggling to keep up and well-planned
support is put in place. As a result, pupils attain well. All pupils reached the expected
standard in the Year 1 phonics screening check in 2019.
Teachers receive useful training to help them teach different subjects. They use
assessment carefully to check pupils’ understanding and help them to learn. Leaders have
mapped out the intended end points in the curriculum for each year group. However, in
some subjects, leaders have not yet worked out the precise order they want pupils to
learn new knowledge to get to these end points. Sometimes these end points are not
demanding enough for the most able pupils.
Leaders supplement the curriculum with well-planned visitors and trips. For example,
leaders want pupils’ resilience to improve so they arranged a visit from a polar explorer.
He taught pupils about the importance of teamwork and the perseverance needed to
reach the North Pole.
The school’s values, which include respect, honesty and fairness, help pupils reflect on
how to behave with each other and the world around them. Leaders ensure that pupils
have opportunities to understand how to respect the environment and nature. Staff make
great use of the local woodlands. They support pupils to take risks, while building their
self-esteem. Leaders foster pupils’ personal development well. For example, pupils
regularly learn about healthy eating, including opportunities to cook and how to live a
healthy life.
Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) learn well. Staff
understand the needs of pupils with SEND. They work with parents and outside agencies
to make sure that they have thought of everything that might help a pupil further. Pupils,
including those with SEND, benefit from a carefully planned transition to junior school.
Pupils enjoy their learning. Occasionally, pupils get overexcited by an activity. Staff
skilfully focus the pupils back to the task at hand. Pupils understand the behaviour policy
well. Staff are vigilant to ensure that bullying does not happen. Pupils are friendly to each
other. All parents who responded to Ofsted Parent View confirmed that their children had
not experienced bullying at St Mary’s.
Staff enjoy working at the school. They say that leaders help them in managing behaviour
when needed. Leaders are considerate of their workload. There is a great team spirit at St
Mary’s, with staff supporting each other well.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Leaders ensure that safeguarding is a high priority. Pre-employment checks are carried
out thoroughly. Adults who work or volunteer in the school are clear on what to do if they
have a concern about a child. Communication is strong among the staff team. They have
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regular safeguarding training. Weekly updates ensure that the needs of any vulnerable
pupils are at the forefront of everyone’s mind. Parents are highly complimentary about the
care their children receive at St Mary’s.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 Leaders ensure that the most able pupils are stretched well in subjects such as reading,
writing and mathematics. Work in these subjects matches leaders’ curriculum aims
well. However, work in other subjects is not always demanding enough. Leaders need
to develop the curriculum further, in subjects such as history and geography, to ensure
that all pupils are challenged to develop their skills and knowledge.
 Pupils enjoy a broad and balanced curriculum. Leaders have carefully planned some
subjects so that teachers are clear about the order in which they teach content. This is
very successful in English and mathematics, as well as in science and computing.
However, this is not the case in all subjects. Leaders need to make sure that learning in
all subjects is coherently planned and sequenced to the end points that they have
already defined. Leaders need to make sure that staff are well trained to deliver it.

Background
When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a
section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give
graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the
school could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection
immediately.
This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good on 30
September – 1 October 2010.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

125183

Local authority

Surrey

Inspection number

10111269

Type of school

Infant

School category

Voluntary aided

Age range of pupils

5 to 7

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

86

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Mark Mulberry

Headteacher

Jennifer Downing

Website

www.stmarys-frensham.surrey.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection

26 January 2016

Information about this school
 The school is a smaller than the average-sized primary school.
 The majority of pupils in the school are of White British heritage.

Information about this inspection
 The provision of reading, writing and physical education was considered in detail as
part of this inspection. This involved speaking to the headteacher, teachers and pupils.
We also visited lessons and looked at pupils’ work and leaders’ planning.
 I met with the chair of the governing body and one additional governor.
 To inspect safeguarding, we spoke to staff, governors, parents and pupils, checked
recruitment procedures, and looked at safeguarding records and policies.
 I considered the 33 responses to Ofsted Parent View, including 27 free-text comments.
In addition, 10 responses to Ofsted’s online questionnaire for staff were considered, as
were 46 responses to Ofsted’s online pupil questionnaire
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Inspection team
Lea Hannam, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector

David Cousins

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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