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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
This is a school where staff are determined to give every child who comes through its doors 
the best possible start in life. It is quite a large primary school, but leaders and staff know 
every child well. Pupils are safe, settled and happy. The staff work closely with parents and 
carers to sort out any problems either at school or at home.  
 
Staff expect pupils to work hard. Teachers make sure that every pupil knows the basics of 
reading, writing and mathematics well. Pupils really appreciate this. Pupils enjoy their 
lessons, especially in maths and science.  
 
Pupils behave well because there are clear and simple rules for them to follow. They say 
that there are very few cases of bullying and that if this does happen, teachers sort the 
problem out quickly. Pupils talk positively about the number of clubs they can join. They are 
especially proud of the successes of their girls’ and boys’ football teams in local competitions. 
School leaders are very proud to be part of the community of Gorton. Pupils benefit from 
lots of links with local businesses and groups. Leaders’ vision is to make the school a real 
hub of the community. They achieve this well. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders have planned carefully what is taught so that all pupils can make progress. The top 
priority for leaders and staff is to teach pupils to read confidently and fluently. From Nursery 
onwards, pupils learn the phonics skills that they need. Teachers are very confident and 
knowledgeable in teaching phonics. Staff quickly help those pupils who find reading more 
difficult to catch up. Pupils told us that they enjoy reading. They said that staff encourage 
them to read a lot at school and at home. 
 
Mathematics teaching is well planned. Pupils make good progress across year groups. Pupils 
told us that they love practical challenges, especially when teachers try to trick them by 
deliberately getting answers wrong. In 2019, Year 6 pupils achieved well in the key stage 2 
national assessments. 
 
Recently, leaders have thought carefully about the knowledge and skills they want pupils to 
learn. Staff have made some important changes so that pupils can go to secondary school 
with a good understanding of the subjects they will learn there. In each school year, pupils’ 
learning builds on what they have learned before.  
 
In some subjects, such as science and geography, teachers are still getting to grips with 
how to put the school’s curriculum plans into practice. Leaders have provided training to 
make teacher more confident in these subjects.  
 
The curriculum caters well for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). These pupils are fully involved in lessons. They are supported by teaching 
assistants who know them well. A knowledgeable special educational needs coordinator 
oversees teaching assistants’ work. 
 
The curriculum in the early years begins by focusing on helping children to become 
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confident and successful learners. Staff make good links with parents. Staff explain their 
work and show how parents can support learning at home. Staff give children lots of 
opportunities to develop their physical skills. They encourage play which requires stretching, 
sliding and carrying. Staff in the early years model good speaking and listening to the 
children when they share stories and books. Relationships between staff and children in the 
early years are very strong. 
 
Almost all pupils say that they like coming to school. Pupils are not put off coming to school 
because of bullying. They enjoy all that the school has to offer. That said, leaders are right 
to expect more pupils to attend school regularly. In lessons, pupils concentrate well and 
listen carefully to their teachers and each other. Occasionally, some pupils become restless, 
but this does not spoil the learning of the majority.  
 
The way that the school widens the range of opportunities for pupils is a strength. Pupils in 
Years 4 and 5 learned a great deal about democracy from an assembly about votes for 
women. Pupils in Year 5 spoke thoughtfully about how the mix of pupils with different 
ethnic backgrounds in the school enriches their religious education. Pupil ambassadors from 
each class meet regularly with the headteacher. They discuss issues and help the school to 
become even better. 
 
Senior leaders, governors and senior members of the United Learning Trust respect each 
other and work well as a team. All have a good understanding of the school’s strengths and 
areas where it can improve. All are committed to giving pupils the best possible start and 
making the school central to the life of their community.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Safeguarding is a strength of the school. Staff are well aware of the individual safeguarding 
needs of pupils and potential threats to their safety in the local area. Leaders make sure 
that the school acts to protect pupils from these dangers. All pupils learn about online 
safety, and staff improve pupils’ knowledge regularly. The school works well with other 
agencies to make sure that pupils are safe. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 In science, teachers sometimes plan tasks that do not fully match the curriculum set out 

by leaders. Leaders should ensure that teachers understand clearly what they need to do 
to implement precisely the school’s curriculum plan. 

 Leaders are taking worthwhile actions based on their well-considered plans to improve 
the curriculum in foundation subjects such as geography. The next step is to develop the 
depth and breadth of pupils’ experience in those subjects by ensuring that teachers have 
the expertise to teach those subjects with confidence and authority.  
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How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information when 
deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you're not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 139404 

Local authority Manchester 

Inspection number 10110955 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 666 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Richard Greenhalgh 

Principal Paul Graham 

Website www.abbeyheyprimary.org.uk/ 

Date of previous inspection 30 June–1 July 2015 

 

Information about this school 
 
 This school is much larger than the average-sized primary school. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
 We met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher and assistant headteachers of 

the school. We also met with three members of the local governing body, 
including the chair of the local governing body.  

 We met with the regional primary director and the national primary director of the 
United Learning Trust. We spoke with a representative of the local authority. 

 As part of this inspection, we reviewed the school’s work in the following 
subjects: reading, mathematics, science, geography and computing. We made 
lesson visits with leaders to classes in these subjects, checked pupils’ work and 
spoke with pupils about their learning. We discussed the curriculum in these 
subjects with teachers and leaders. 

 We made visits to the Nursery and Reception classes to learn about the 
curriculum in the early years. 

http://www.abbeyheyprimary.org.uk/
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 We checked safeguarding, including by speaking with leaders, staff, pupils and 
parents about safety. We checked a sample of relevant school policies, procedures 
and leaders’ records of checks on the suitability of adults to work in a school. 

 We considered pupils’ behaviour by observing in several classrooms, corridors, 
outside areas and in the breakfast clubs; by speaking with leaders, staff, parents 
and pupils and by checking a sample of school records.  

 We spoke informally to parents on the playground. We reviewed 14 responses to 
Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey. Each response included an additional written 
comment. 

 We reviewed 38 responses from pupils to an Ofsted survey. We met with several 
groups of pupils from key stages 1 and 2 to ask them about learning to read, 
bullying and the school’s support for their personal development. 

 We met with groups of teachers and support staff to discuss their experiences of 
working at the school, including their workload. We considered the responses of 
28 staff to an Ofsted survey. 
 

Inspection team 
 

Timothy Gartside, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Tim Vaughan Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Doreen Davenport Ofsted Inspector 

Steve Kirkpatrick Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 
child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

 
© Crown copyright 2019 
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