
Childminder report

Inspection date: 24 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children clearly enjoy the time they spend with the childminder. They feel safe and 
secure in the family environment that is a key part of the service the childminder 
offers. The childminder places great importance on building strong relationships 
with children. She tailors each family's settling experience to fully meet their needs, 
and parents highly value this. Children settle well and have strong attachments to 
the childminder. They seek her out for reassurance and cuddles and involve her in 
their play, for example asking her advice on how to build a monster. The 
childminder knows the children well and uses her knowledge to plan a range of 
interesting opportunities to develop children's learning across a wide educational 
programme. However, she does not make enough use of assessment to carefully 
plan activities that challenge children to fully extend their capabilities. Nor does she 
share enough information with parents and other providers to maximise 
consistency and extension of learning. Children behave well. They clearly know and 
follow the house rules. Children concentrate and show increasing perseverance in 
their play. For example, when building monsters, they work hard to tighten nuts 
and bolts to ensure parts are securely attached.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder does not make enough use of self-evaluation to identify aspects 
of her practice that could be better. As a result, she does not have a clear vision 
of how to improve her service or access training to support improvement. 
However, she has a clear view of her strengths. 

n The curriculum is not ambitious enough to enable children to maximise their 
learning. The childminder does not use assessment precisely enough to enable 
her to plan activities that challenge children to make rapid progress where they 
can. She also misses some opportunities to extend their learning. For example, 
children are not encouraged to manage many aspects of their own hygiene 
practices or count out their own raisins. Children are not as fully prepared for 
their future learning as possible.

n The childminder does not make enough use of partnerships with other settings 
and parents to fully share information about children's development, in order to 
ensure that children's learning is continued and extended at all opportunities. 

n The childminder places children at the centre of her day and works closely 
alongside them to support their play. She uses clear instructions and some 
demonstrations to help children achieve. For example, she encourages children 
to look at pictures to work out what they need to build their constructions, 
advises that they should 'try turning the screws the other way' and shows them 
how to make things work. Consequently, children make progress over time.

n Children are confident communicators and the childminder positively encourages 
them to share their thoughts and ideas. She supports their language with clear 
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explanations. She has also introduced a new technique to use five points for 
discussion before she asks a question, in order to encourage more conversation. 

n The childminder uses the local town well to help children develop an awareness 
of the community. Children enjoy weekly visits to the library for song and story 
sessions and regular trips to the local farmers market to observe the selling of 
livestock. 

n Children use numbers confidently. They know how old they are and are able to 
count up to five independently. For example, they accurately count the number 
of spots on each roll of the dice. They learn to use numbers within games and 
match a wide range of colours with effective support from the childminder. 

n The childminder is a good role model. Children listen carefully and follow her 
lead. They say 'please' and 'thank you', often without prompt, and treat toys 
with care and respect. 

n Children demonstrate a strong sense of security with the childminder. Parents 
comment that they feel very well supported by the childminder, and that the 
children think of her as an extended family member. Children are confident 
within the childminder's home. They happily decide where they want to play and 
what they want to play with.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a clear knowledge of signs that may indicate children are at 
risk of harm. She is secure in her statutory responsibility to protect children and 
knows how to report concerns about children's welfare. She confidently assesses 
risks both in the home and for outings, and takes effective action to ensure 
children's safety. Children are learning to keep themselves safe as they follow clear 
instructions when on outings and learn to cross the road with the childminder.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n use self-evaluation to identify areas where practice could be improved and 
strengthen knowledge and skills in these areas to further develop assessment, 
planning and teaching 

n make more effective use of assessments to plan activities that challenge and 
enable all children to make rapid progress in their learning

n share more information about children's development with other providers and 
parents in order to extend and continue children's learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 104690

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10062509

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 6

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 11

Date of previous inspection 9 September 2015

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1989 and lives in South Molton, Devon. She operates 
Monday to Friday from 8am to 5.30pm, all year round. The childminder provides 
funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Beighton

Inspection activities

n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their written views.
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 

impact this has on children's learning. The childminder and the inspector 
reflected together on a learning experience for children.

n The inspector accompanied the childminder on an outing and observed the 
quality of experiences offered to children.

n The childminder showed the inspector around the areas of her home that are 
used by the children. They discussed how the childminder organises her setting 
and plans the experiences and opportunities on offer.

n The childminder provided a sample of her documentation and discussed with the 
inspector how she uses this in her practice.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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