
Childminder report

Inspection date 4 July 2019
Previous inspection date 20 June 2013

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Outstanding 1
Previous inspection: Outstanding 1

Effectiveness of leadership and management Outstanding 1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is outstanding

n The highly effective childminder demonstrates outstanding teaching skills. Her 
interactions are of a highly consistent quality and as a result children engage incredibly 
well. This is extremely evident as children take a very active part in group activities 
where they recall the day, date, month and year. The childminder is extremely 
confident to extend, so children learn these words in both English and French, as well 
as learning about the seasons and typical weather. 

n The enthusiastic childminder has an accurate understanding of children's starting 
points, gained from extensive information from parents and her initial observations. 
She plans meticulously for children's learning, based on their interests and abilities. Her 
concise assessments mean that she can plan confidently for children's next steps. 
Children make rapid progress. They are extremely motivated to learn and take part in 
their activities.

n The childminder has an exemplary knowledge and understanding of her role and 
responsibilities. She is extremely keen to continually improve. For example, she has 
already updated her skills with training in regard to new and forthcoming changes to 
early years legislation.

n Children thoroughly enjoy learning in the extremely stimulating and interesting 
environment. They easily access and choose their resources. Children have impeccable 
manners and behave exceptionally well at all times. They are very confident to speak in 
groups and in turn understand the need to listen respectfully to the views of others. 
Children are very keen to learn about difference, for example, by celebrating American 
independence Day. They are highly inquisitive when reading stories about different 
kinds of children and understanding each other's similarities. 

n Parental views are valued. Parents are extremely positive about the care that their 
children receive and the excellent range of activities on offer. The childminder regularly 
shares children's achievements with parents.

n The childminder embeds her policies, procedures and risk assessments highly 
consistently, to thoroughly promote children's health, safety and well-being. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n continue to explore new and innovative ways to extend the ideas and guidance offered to 
parents, to enhance the partnerships with parents even further and promote even more 
consistency for children's care and learning.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the childminder interacting with children during very well-
planned activities indoors and outdoors.

n The inspector spoke with the childminder about how she plans for children's learning 
and assesses their progress. 

n The inspector spoke with children. 
n The inspector sampled the childminder's documentation and children's records.
n The inspector discussed with the childminder how she evaluates the quality of her 

practice and how she updates her skills and knowledge.

Inspector
Aileen Finan
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is outstanding

The dedicated childminder is extremely keen to continually improve. She regularly 
evaluates her practice and the quality of what children learn. The childminder speaks 
passionately about how training to support awareness of children's fascinations and 
inquisitiveness has been informative and useful. For instance, it has helped her reassess 
the learning environment and children's access to resources and outdoor spaces to 
enhance outcomes for their learning. Partnerships with parents are highly effective. The 
childminder keenly shares ideas for extending learning at home. She recognises, 
however, that more can be done, to work even more collaboratively and enhance the 
consistency for children's development. Safeguarding is effective. The childminder has 
an extremely secure understanding of all safeguarding matters and how to protect 
children.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

The childminder proactively uses exemplary skills to guide children's learning. She gives 
clues to help younger children recognise shapes, such as a triangle, square or diamond. 
Her highly effective teaching helps them recall that two triangles can make a diamond. 
The childminder actively promotes children's language and literacy awareness. She reads 
enthusiastically and helps children to be aware of how a story is structured. Children are 
incredibly keen to talk about the illustrations and what is happening. For example, 
children aged three listen attentively and talk confidently about the concept of 'under the 
sea', and the differences between a shark and a dolphin. The childminder is mindful for 
children to see the written word, for example, on displays of their own work or as she 
writes on the chalkboard. Those most able children respond to her that words give 
'information'. The childminder uses extensive methods to monitor children's progress.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Children flourish in the childminder's care. The exceptionally well-resourced, interesting 
and stimulating environment means that children learn through rich and varied activities, 
including planned topics, such as learning about castles. The outstanding childminder 
confidently extends these topics, for example, using sand, construction materials or 
making crowns to motivate children so they are very eager to take part. The childminder 
has high standards of care and hygiene during nappy changes and when supporting 
children who are toileting almost independently. Her warm interactions mean children 
feel safe. The childminder is very responsive to children's individual needs and helps 
them to reflect on their differences. This is evident as children greet each other at group 
time and ask how they are feeling. Children are extremely good at listening to others.

Outcomes for children are outstanding

Children are exceptionally ready for the next stages of their learning and thrive in the 
childminder's care. They thoroughly enjoy singing activities, stories and speaking 
together in small groups from a very young age. Older, most able children, confidently 
use geometric terms, such as a rhombus, to demonstrate their inquisitive nature and 
broad understanding of mathematical concepts. They show a secure understanding that 
numbers can have different meaning, for instance, when put together can make a 
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number bigger than 10. They can match numerals and quantity.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY455432

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10108834

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 2 - 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection 20 June 2013

The childminder registered in 2012 and works from her co-childminder's house in 
Beggarwood, Basingstoke, Hampshire. She works Monday to Friday for most weeks of the 
year. The childminder receives funding to provide early years education to children aged 
three and four years. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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