
Inspection of Strong Tower Nursery
Strong Tower 7th Day Assembly Church, High Street, Luton, Bedfordshire LU4 9JZ

Inspection date: 30 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have an enjoyable time in this warm and friendly nursery. They settle well 
when they first start and quickly develop secure attachments to staff. Staff work 
closely with parents to find out about children's individual needs. This helps them 
to plan activities that support children's interests and learning styles. Children 
demonstrate an eagerness to learn. They join in planned activities with enthusiasm 
and confidently explore the available resources when playing independently. 

Children are learning to develop healthy lifestyles. They sample various fruits at 
snack times and have discussions with staff about healthy food choices. Children 
have ample opportunities for vigorous exercise indoors and outside. They skilfully 
use tricycles with confidence and enjoy energetic action songs. Staff encourage 
children to take appropriate risks in their activities. For example, they learn to 
negotiate the race track and clamber on crates safely.    

Children have excellent opportunities to learn about each other's diverse lifestyles, 
cultures and languages. They talk about their families at home and look at 
photographs of their special people. Staff plan activities that help children to share 
in their own important events and festivals, such as Eid and Christmas. Staff 
skilfully support children who are learning to speak English as an additional 
language. Most speak other languages themselves, which inspires children to 
express themselves in English. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents are extremely complimentary about the nursery. They praise staff for 
their kindness and say they are 'brilliant'. Staff involve parents fully in their 
children's learning and keep them very well informed about nursery activities. 
They provide suggestions for activities to do at home and develop an 
exceptional understanding of children's home experiences. 

n Staff monitor children's progress effectively to identify any areas for concern in 
their learning. They work well with parents and other professionals to provide 
solutions that help to raise children's achievements. For example, sign language 
has been introduced to support children's developing language skills. Children 
make good progress in their development and acquire the skills they need for 
the next stage of their learning. 

n Staff have a good knowledge of the areas of learning. They enthuse children 
with their positive attitudes. The owner of the nursery is supportive of her team 
and encourages them to continue with their professional development. Staff with 
less experience benefit from good support from established and qualified 
colleagues. Staff have recently started to set aside time to observe each other's 
practice to help them to share skills and extend their own teaching knowledge. 
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n Children demonstrate they feel safe and secure at the nursery. They have 
curious natures and approach visitors to the setting with confidence. Children 
express warmth and affection to staff and welcome their participation in their 
games. Staff, in return, provide children with positive praise that boosts their 
sense of worth. 

n Children develop their mathematical knowledge through entertaining activities. 
They sing counting songs and learn to recite numbers in order. Staff engage 
children in number games, such as sorting objects by colour, shape and size. 
Older children recognise written numbers and some can confidently count up to 
20. 

n Staff help children to develop good muscle control. They plan activities that 
enable children to practise their physical skills, such as cutting with scissors or 
kneading dough. Older children are encouraged to learn the letters of their 
names. They confidently begin to form those letters purposefully as, for 
example, they mark their artwork.  

n Staff provide children with a broad mix of planned activities throughout the day, 
such as making collage pictures. Children eagerly join in with these and show 
good levels of engagement. However, staff do not make the most of these 
activities to extend children's learning beyond what they already know and can 
do.  

n Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour and encourage them to 
share and take turns. However, staff are not consistent in how they support 
children to regulate their own behaviour. For some children, this means they 
take longer to understand their boundaries.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a good understanding of their responsibility to safeguard 
children. They attend regular training, which includes the wider aspects of child 
protection, such as online safety and the 'Prevent' duty. All staff undergo a 
thorough vetting and induction procedure to make sure they are suitable to work 
with children. Staff assess risks to children before they undertake outings or new 
activities. This helps to ensure children play and learn in a safe environment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make the most of opportunities to build on and extend children's learning even 
further, particularly during activities led by staff

n enhance staff's skills in supporting children to regulate their own behaviour.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY558400

Local authority Luton 

Inspection number 10114967

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 62

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Strong Tower Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP558399

Telephone number 07950132777

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Strong Tower Nursery registered in 2018. The nursery employs four members of 
childcare staff, two of whom hold early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery 
opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Veronica Sharpe

Inspection activities

n The inspector and the owner of the nursery discussed the curriculum and how 
staff assess children's development. The inspector looked at evidence of staff's 
qualifications and their suitability. 

n The inspector looked at all areas of the nursery used by children and the 
resources available to them. 

n The inspector observed an activity with the owner to assess the quality of 
teaching, and the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke with children, parents and staff during the inspection. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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