
Inspection of Cygnet Nursery
44/45 Evenlode Crescent, Kidlington OX5 1RF

Inspection date: 26 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this homely and welcoming nursery. They are happy and feel 
safe. Babies and children show their obvious affection for staff as they seek them 
out for a reassuring cuddle or chat about their day. Children build good 
relationships with their key person and other staff. They are familiar with routines 
and demonstrate self-care skills appropriate to their age. Staff are attentive to 
children's individual needs. They reassure young children when they first start at 
the nursery and sing familiar songs to help them to settle. 

Managers have a clear vision for the nursery. They aim to provide a home-from-
home environment, with a strong focus on outside play. This is reflected 
particularly well with the recent changes made to the outdoor area. 

Children grow in confidence and independence. They take good levels of 
responsibility for managing aspects of their own play and learning. Staff 
understand their role to work in partnerships with other providers and do this 
successfully in supporting children's transitions to school. 

Managers and staff have high expectations and are ambitious for all children to 
achieve well. Recent training has helped staff to support those children who speak 
English as an additional language. This has had a positive impact on children's 
development and has helped staff to support children and their families further.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy looking at books and sharing their favourite stories. Staff read 
enthusiastically to children and encourage them to predict what might happen 
next. Books and props to enhance stories are made available for each child to 
take home and enjoy with their family, cultivating children's early love of 
reading. 

n Staff plan for children's learning across all areas of development. They closely 
observe children's achievements and identify their interests to plan activities that 
help them progress well in the next steps in their learning. For example, staff 
built on pre-school children's fascination with construction, creating a dedicated 
area outside to engage them with physical development and literacy skills. 

n Parents are highly valued as partners and speak very positively about the 
provision. They warmly describe the friendliness of the staff team and how 
happy their children are to attend. Staff exchange information with parents 
about children's care and education. This contributes to plans that staff make in 
the nursery to support children's learning and meet their care needs.

n Staff share that they feel well supported. They have regular meetings with 
managers to discuss their work and appreciate access to relevant training to 
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help them develop. They feel their workload is manageable and enjoy working at 
the nursery. 

n Staff follow children's interests well. They research activities to support children's 
interests and to expand their knowledge and range of experiences. Older 
children delight in their imaginary play, as they independently dress up as 
pirates, in the transformed home corner. However, staff do not always respond 
quickly enough to what younger children are doing to reshape or adapt activities 
in the environment, to extend their learning further.

n Managers and staff support vulnerable children who have a difficult start in life 
particularly well. They help them to develop the skills they need for future 
success in life. 

n Staff work well as a team. They have regular meetings to evaluate the 
effectiveness of their provision and continuously reflect on their practice and the 
experiences they provide for children. Use of training, coaching and supervision 
meetings helps managers to develop and improve staff's practice. However, 
observations of staff do not help to clearly identify the weaknesses in staff's 
interactions with children, to further develop their already good teaching skills.

n Staff ensure that children play outdoors each day. Children are motivated and 
energetic. They display good physical control of their bodies. Young children 
excitedly jump in puddles, negotiate the age-appropriate slide and explore the 
mud kitchen. Older children climb more challenging equipment and pedal 
tricycles at speed. They skilfully negotiate obstacles in their way. 

n Staff are excellent role models. They show children what is expected of them. 
Children are confident and are developing positive behaviours to support them in 
their future learning, such as their move to school. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers place a high priority on making sure that children are safe and this is 
well managed throughout the nursery. Staff have regular training and their 
knowledge of child protection is refreshed regularly in staff and supervision 
meetings. Staff know the signs and symptoms to look for and the procedures to 
follow if they have any concerns about a child's welfare.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance teaching so that staff quickly adapt the environment and activities to 
younger children's changing interests, to continually extend their learning

n focus more precisely on monitoring the quality of teaching and supporting staff 
to build further on their already strong teaching skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY541904

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10108286

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 4

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 81

Name of registered person Cygnet Nursery (Kidlington) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP541903

Telephone number 01865842006

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cygnet Nursery is a privately owned setting which opened in 1992 and re-
registered in 2017. It operates from two adjacent buildings in Kidlington, in 
Oxfordshire. The nursery is open each weekday from 7.30am to 6pm all year 
round. The nursery employs 19 members of staff. Of these, two hold an early years 
qualification at level 5, and 14 hold qualifications at level 3. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Perkin

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a learning walk with the deputy manager through all areas of 
the nursery and discussed how the curriculum is organised. 

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the deputy manager. 
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the deputy manager. 
n The inspector looked at a sample of relevant documents, including evidence of 

staff's qualifications and their suitability to work with children.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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