
Inspection of Ridgewood Preschool 
CIO
244 Station Road, Bristol BS37 4AF

Inspection date: 18 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and eager to arrive at pre-school. Children are engaged and 
challenged to learn due to the high expectations that staff have of them. Staff 
consider children's interests and needs, to support them with their learning. Staff 
recognise that the majority of children who attend the pre-school prefer to be 
outside, therefore they have made changes to the environment to ensure that 
children can access all areas of the curriculum outdoors independently. Staff deploy 
themselves well to enable children to access the outdoors throughout the day. Staff 
act as positive role models as they play alongside children, modelling language and 
introducing new words to extend children's vocabulary. 

Children are confident at making their own choices about what they would like to 
play with. They select the resources independently and enjoy exploring the wide 
range of interesting activities that staff plan for them. Staff are skilled at 
encouraging children to problem solve. For instance, children work out what 
materials they need to create their own models. All children behave well. Staff 
encourage children to learn to manage conflicts independently and they are close 
by to support the younger children who find it difficult to share. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders place high emphasis on the well-being of staff. They have reviewed how 
they can support staff in their roles within the pre-school, such as through 
regular meetings and sharing information. Staff say that this has had a positive 
impact on their work.

n Staff help children to understand and recognise their emotions and the feelings 
of other living things around them. For example, as children search for insects in 
the garden, staff talk about how the insects may be scared of them. This leads 
children to consider their feelings as they talk about what fear is like. 

n Staff act as positive role models. They support children's literacy and 
communication skills well. For instance, they use children's interests along with 
props to excite children and engage them in telling stories. Children confidently 
use the props independently, to act out stories using their imaginations. 

n Staff work closely with parents to encourage children's learning at home. Parents 
take activities home to do with their children to support learning further. 

n Leaders and staff use successful methods to monitor, assess and plan for 
children, to help them to make the progress of which they are capable. Staff 
swiftly identify gaps in learning and put plans in place to support children's 
individual needs. All children, including those in receipt of additional funding and 
those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive the 
support they need to learn. 

n Staff support children's physical development well. The introduction of a 'wake 
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and shake' session encourages children to join in with being physical and moving 
their whole bodies, to get them ready to concentrate and to be engaged in 
learning. However, staff do not consistently use the opportunities that arise to 
encourage children to learn how to keep themselves safe as they run around in 
the garden. 

n Leaders and staff work well as a team to implement a shared approach to 
improving their practice further. The leader observes staff practice and all staff 
are involved in evaluating their skills to identify areas for improvement. 

n All children develop strong attachments with their key persons and the other 
staff. However, staff miss opportunities to encourage children to make secure 
friendships with other children when they are playing with staff or alone.

n Leaders and staff work well with other professionals to create a shared and 
consistent approach to supporting children's learning. Staff attend meetings and 
use information gathered, to help children to make good progress with their 
development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have secure procedures in place to keep children safe. They 
understand the need to act quickly and report any concerns they may have about 
children in their care. Staff know the signs that may alert them to any concerns 
about a child's welfare. The leader regularly checks staff knowledge, and staff 
undertake training to keep their skills up to date. Leaders and staff work closely 
with other professionals involved in children's care to provide a shared approach to 
monitoring welfare. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make better use of the opportunities that arise to support children to learn how  
to identify risks and keep themselves safe, with particular regard to when they 
are running in the garden

n support children to make relationships and develop friendships with other 
children in pre-school.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY546943

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10101412

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person Ridgewood Preschool CIO

Registered person unique 
reference number RP546942

Telephone number 01454 868645

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Ridgewood Preschool was re-registered in 2017. The pre-school is situated in Yate, 
near Bristol. It operates Monday to Friday 9am to 3.30pm term time only. Nine 
staff work with the children, of whom four are qualified at level 3 and two at level 
6. The setting receives funding for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Nicolson

Inspection activities

n The inspector had a tour of all areas of the pre-school.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of staff teaching, which was 

evaluated with the leader. 
n The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate 

times during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at a sample of documentation. This included evidence 

about staff suitability and training. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the leaders of pre-school. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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