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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are very physically active and enthusiastically explore the spacious outdoor
area. For instance, children delight in learning about the wonders of the world
around them as they feed animals and grow food to cook with on the working
farm. Children are curious, pointing out the details of flowers and seeing what they
smell like. Staff plan a range of interesting activities that follow children's interests.
For example, babies enjoy playing with foam and bubbles and exploring their
senses. The children behave very well. They are kind and courteous and make
good progress in their personal, social and emotional development. Staff encourage
the children to use good manners and learn to value each other and the nursery
environment. For example, staff sing as the children put toys away in appropriate
places. Children show positive attitudes to learning. For instance, they eagerly talk
about the sunflower pictures they have created using natural resources during an
art and craft activity. Older children persist for long periods of time as they are
keen to complete activities. For instance, children are motivated to build a house
for pigs using glue and sticks from the garden. Children take great pride in their
achievements. Staff recognise children's efforts and offer positive praise and
encouragement. This helps children to develop resilience.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The managers have a strong commitment to continually looking at ways to
improve the nursery and promote good learning for the children. For instance,
they are seeking ways to implement an outdoor arts and crafts area for those
children that prefer to be creative outside.

B The managers talk passionately about staff's well-being and providing them with
the support they need, both personally and professionally, to flourish in their
practice. This has led to the managers creating a new staff area.

B The managers supervise staff to identify areas of weakness in staff's practice so
that they can be addressed. They provide training to support staff development.
For example, staff have learnt how to further encourage children's imaginations
and literacy skills through 'helicopter story' training.

B Staff make good assessments of children's progress. They use this information
to build on what children know and can do and plan activities that motivate
children to learn. However, opportunities to share these with parents and
support learning at home are not as strong as they could be.

m Staff play alongside the children, using good commentary as they model and
demonstrate skills. However, when supporting play, staff do not develop their
lines of questioning to challenge children's thinking further or provide children
with enough time to respond to the questions they ask.

B Children form close relationships with staff and are happy. Staff respond quickly,
offering cuddles and reassurance, for instance when children arrive at the
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nursery upset, supporting children to settle quickly.

B Partnerships with parents are good. Parents say staff are 'very supportive and
approachable'. The managers encourage parent feedback in many ways, for
example through questionnaires, the website and during parent 'drop in'
sessions.

W Staff provide a range of opportunities to help children learn to assess risks and
behave safely. For example, children determine the best ways to step across
some crates and balance on the edge of benches and feed the animals, while
keeping their fingers safe.

B The managers have built upon their curriculum to include exciting activities led
by other professionals. For instance, children learn the skills of tennis with an
external coach, which supports them to stay fit and healthy.

W Staff promote children's communication and language development well. They
add words to extend sentences and repeat back the correct pronunciation of
words for the youngest children. Older children learn new vocabulary. For
example, a member of staff teaches the children what 'herbivore' and 'carnivore'
mean as they play with dinosaurs.

B The settling-in process, transitions between rooms, and the transition on to
school are effectively planned to meet individual needs. This includes those
children in receipt of additional early years funding. Children enjoy sounding out
the initial sounds of words, using pencils to make marks and counting out
objects in play, preparing them well for future learning.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers and staff have had training to help them understand a range of child
protection issues. They know the possible signs of abuse and who to contact
should they have any concerns about a child's welfare. The managers and staff
have a good understanding of the wider issues, including the 'Prevent' duty
guidance. They are also aware of their responsibilities should an allegation be
made against a member of staff. They complete risk assessments to identify
potential hazards to help ensure children are kept safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B strengthen processes for sharing home learning ideas with parents to build on
their child's learning at home and to support children's development further

B develop questioning techniques further to allow children more time to process
their thoughts and respond to more challenging questions.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY375779
Local authority East Sussex
Inspection nhumber 10106128
Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Day care type Full day care
Age range of children Oto4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 75

Name of registered person Hanna, Ellen
Telephone number 01825 830772
Date of previous inspection 13 August 2014

Information about this early years setting

Little Tinkers registered in 2009 and is located in a converted barn near Five Ashes,
East Sussex. The nursery is open Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm, all year
round. There are 13 staff who work directly with the children. Of these, all hold an
appropriate early years qualification at level 3 or above, and two members of staff
hold qualified teacher status. The nursery is in receipt of funding for the provision
of free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Adam Hawes
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Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during indoor and outdoor
activities and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector held discussions with the managers, staff and parents.

B The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, staff qualifications and policies
used by the setting.

B The inspector and the managers carried out a joint observation.

B During a learning walk, the inspector and the managers discussed how the early
years provision is organised and how managers plan the curriculum and
experiences for children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofst

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019

*X R

ed

Inspection report: Little Tinkers
25 September 2019


http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

