
Childminder report

Inspection date: 24 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The childminder provides a rich and stimulating curriculum which helps to support 
the interests of all children and is highly effective in building on their existing 
knowledge and skills. Adults talk to children about their interests to help plan 
exciting activities. For instance, children with an interest in animals eagerly engage 
in a story featuring a bear. They giggle with delight as they use props to make 
sounds relating to words, such as swishing and observe the 'snow' swirling in a 
snow globe. They excitedly explore their environment both inside and outside, 
carefully examining the logs before choosing a dry one to sit on. Excellent teaching 
helps children to make links between the adjectives in the story and their 
surroundings, such as experiencing the squelchy mud. Young children demonstrate 
high levels of concentration and extremely positive attitudes as they pour water 
from one container to another. They independently reason that it is more efficient 
to use a pan rather than a trowel. The childminder and her assistant are 
exceedingly good role models. Relationships are extremely positive, warm and 
trusting. This helps children feel safe and secure. Adults help children learn how to 
share and take turns, such as rolling the ball to each other. Children's behaviour is 
exemplary.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder and her assistant have extremely high expectations for all 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They 
enthusiastically engage with children in their play and provide challenge within 
activities. For example, they consistently use adjectives to describe nouns to 
help extend children's language.

n Exceedingly well-thought-out activities help children make links between the 
different areas of learning. Adults constantly check what children know and 
understand. They use this information effectively to plan future activities, taking 
children's interests into consideration.

n The books adults read to children are chosen extremely carefully. For instance, 
adults discuss different animals with young children, answering their questions 
and helping them to recognise the specific features, such as the kangaroo with a 
joey in its pouch. An outdoor activity was based on a book which helped children 
to make links between words, actions and sounds, thus helping to develop their 
understanding of language. 

n Adults have extremely high expectations of behaviour, which children respond to 
positively. They show high levels of kindness to young babies. For example, they 
shake rattles to make them smile and ensure baby dolls are warmly wrapped on 
a chilly day.

n Adults know the children exceedingly well. They are attentive to their needs and 
promote physical health extremely well. For instance, children have many 
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opportunities to run, climb and explore outside in the fresh air. Growing fruit and 
vegetables and collecting eggs from the hens to eat for lunch help children to 
have an excellent understanding of healthy eating and where their food comes 
from. Children's independence is actively and consistently encouraged. Children 
learn to cut up their food and manage their personal hygiene.

n Frequent professional discussions about their practice take place between the 
childminder and her assistant and this helps to identify training needs. Training 
is focused on further building the knowledge and skills of adults. The 
childminder ensures that her assistant has a well-managed work load. 

n The childminder communicates with parents extremely effectively. She produces 
regular newsletters. Parents receive updates about their child's activities through 
a daily diary. The online assessment system enables parents to see the progress 
their child is making and make their own contributions to those assessments. 
Parents are invited to provide feedback about the setting through regular 
questionnaires.

n Where the childminder shares the care of a child with another provider, 
including schools, she has highly effective systems in place to help ensure 
consistency of care. For instance, the childminder meets regularly with other key 
workers to share ideas about what children can already do and what they need 
to learn next.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistant have a thorough knowledge of the signs and 
symptoms of abuse, including those relating to radicalisation. They know who to 
contact if they have concerns about a child's safety or welfare. The childminder 
checks children's absence and accident records which may indicate a child at risk of 
harm. The childminder ensures that both she and her assistant have up-to-date 
training. A thorough recruitment system helps to ensure that adults are suitable to 
work with children and have the relevant skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY393889

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10108724

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 6

Total number of places 4

Number of children on roll 3

Date of previous inspection 15 October 2014

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2009. She lives in Brasted in Kent. She and her 
assistant provide care on four days per week from 7.30am to 6.30pm. The 
childminder provides funded places for two-, three- and four-year-old children. She 
holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jill Thewlis

Inspection activities

n The inspector conducted a learning walk across all areas of the setting with the 
childminder, who explained how the provision and curriculum are organised.

n The childminder led an activity, which the inspector observed and discussed with 
the childminder.

n A range of documents were checked, including children's learning records, 
evidence of training and staff suitability checks.

n Separate discussions were held between the inspector, the childminder and her 
assistant, about their understanding of safeguarding matters.

n Parental questionnaires were viewed and their views taken into consideration.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.
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If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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