
Inspection of Bodmin Pre School
Mary Kendall House, Priory Road, Bodmin, Cornwall PL31 2AE

Inspection date: 10 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident and motivated to learn. Relationships between parents, staff 
and children are strong, which supports children to feel safe and secure. Staff draw 
upon resources in the local community to provide children with exciting learning 
experiences outside of the setting, such as visiting the local greengrocers to buy 
fruit for snack, and the charity shop to buy books. This helps children to learn 
about their community and the wider world. 

Staff observe what children can do and continually extend and add to the activities 
to support children's progress and next steps in learning. For example, when 
children can confidently manoeuvre themselves along an obstacle course, staff 
encourage them to think about how they could make it more challenging. 
Mealtimes are a particularly social occasion where staff and children use real china 
resources safely, and talk about their interests and families. Children show high 
levels of independence as they use small china jugs to pour their own milk or 
water.  

Staff use a range of simple signs and words in different languages to make a 
positive impact on children's communication and language development. Children 
who require additional support are particularly well supported. Staff use additional 
funding thoughtfully to make sure it is used effectively to help children develop the 
skills they need for school.   

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers have a good understanding of the learning and development 
requirements and they monitor children's progress well. Staff accurately assess 
what children know and can do, and use the information they gather to plan 
children's next steps in learning. Staff plan a wide range of activities indoors and 
outdoors that capture children's interests. Therefore, all children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities, are making good progress. 

n Managers offer effective support and training for staff to enable them to extend 
their skills. They evaluate and reflect on the quality of teaching by providing 
feedback on practice through systems such as peer observation and 
performance reviews. As a result, teaching is consistently strong and children 
are making good progress.

n Children's health and well-being are particularly well supported. Staff are 
participating in a national programme to promote healthy lifestyles through 
regular exercise and outdoor play. Staff fully involve parents, so they can 
continue this at home. Each child has resources such as a backpack, water 
bottle, bean bags and game cards to suggest ideas. Parents receive information 
about healthy lunch boxes, and staff always provide healthy food for snack. 
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n Staff make good use of spontaneous learning opportunities to extend children's 
learning. For example, staff teach children about life cycles of fish, using the 
pre-school fish and their babies to spark the interest. They observe how they 
grow in size and what the fish need to survive. Staff provide reference books in 
all areas to help extend children's learning with their literacy skills.

n Children are well behaved and show consideration to each other and the staff. 
They benefit from staff being positive role models and being consistent in their 
management of children's behaviour. On occasions, when younger children are 
finding it difficult to follow the simple rules, staff support them to learn to share, 
take turns and help their friends.

n Partnerships with parents are positive and supportive, and key persons keeps 
parents well informed about their child's learning. Staff informally chat with 
parents about how their child is progressing at drop off and collection times each 
day, and they have an online system that parents can access to see how their 
child is progressing. Parents state that they value photographs and videos to 
reassure them that their child has settled well. Staff regularly seek the views of 
parents to see if there is any improvements they could make.

n Staff provide a stimulating environment that fosters children curiosity through a 
wide range of natural and interesting resources. In general, children can move 
toys or equipment around the play areas depending on what they want to play 
with. However, staff do not always think about how they can consistently make 
technology more accessible in everyday play.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Management and staff regularly update their training to keep abreast of the wider 
safeguarding aspects. Staff know and understand their role and responsibility to 
implement the effective policies and procedures. They are alert to any causes for 
concern, and managers take swift action to protect children from harm. Staff work 
closely with other agencies and early years settings to support children and their 
families. Risk assessments are effective and allow children to take risks safely. For 
example, children use planks of wood to make a structure they can walk along, 
learning how to balance. Outings are well planned to ensure children's safety and 
allow them to experience the natural world, such as feeding ducks.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n further extend opportunities for children to explore early technology outside.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 102973

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10078972

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person Bodmin Pre School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520053

Telephone number 01208 79825

Date of previous inspection 14 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Bodmin Pre School registered in 1972. The pre-school is open each weekday from 
9am until 3pm, during term time only. It provides free early education funding for 
children aged two, three and four years. There are four members of staff, all of 
whom hold appropriate early years qualifications from levels 3 to 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Lorraine Sparey
Corinna Laing
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Inspection activities

n There were two inspectors completing this inspection. Both inspectors completed 
a learning walk with pre-school manager and talked about how they ensure the 
curriculum meets the needs of the children attending.

n One of the inspectors completed two joint observations with the manager and 
discussed the findings.

n The inspectors spoke to parents to gain their views.
n The inspectors spoke with staff and children at appropriate times and completed 

observations in all areas of the pre-school and outdoor areas.
n The inspectors held a meeting with the Early Years Setting Manager and the 

Early Years Manager to discuss self-evaluation, recruitment and how they 
monitor children's progress to ensure they are making the best possible 
progress.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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