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What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils are happy. They say the school is a ‘fantastic’ place to be, where there are
lots of interesting things to do and learn. They are proud of their school. They like
wearing their uniform and show great respect for their environment. They work hard
in their lessons and enjoy what they are learning about. Leaders want the very best
for their pupils.
Pupils behave well. They say that behaviour has improved since the headteacher
took over two years ago. They are courteous to one another and value each other
as individuals. Pupils say that bullying and incidents of poor behaviour are rare. They
play well together at lunch and playtime and say that there are lots of things for
them to do. For example, the pupils enjoy looking at books in the reading shed.
Pupils feel safe in school. They know who to go to if they are worried about
something. Pupils feel that leaders listen to their views. For example, the school
council alerted leaders to pupils’ worries about a thorny bush in the playground,
which was removed quickly.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Pupils enjoy a full curriculum and there have been improvements to pupils’
outcomes in English and mathematics. Leaders are now focusing their efforts on
improving teaching in other ‘foundation’ subjects, where planning does not always
support a helpful sequence of learning or help pupils to remember what they have
learned before. Leaders have made important headway in developing these plans.
The curriculum is not limited to academic subjects. Pupils enjoy wide-ranging
activities, broadening their learning. Pupils told inspectors about the different clubs
they enjoy, such as the newspaper, reading and football clubs. ‘Squad captains’ are
proud of their roles and relish helping in assemblies. Pupils are supported to
understand their physical and mental well-being. They spoke maturely to inspectors
about the need for rest, less ‘screen time’ and the importance of living healthily.
The teaching of mathematics is strong. Teachers’ planning identifies what pupils
need to know by the end of each unit. Pupils are very secure in their understanding
of mathematics. This curriculum area of the school is led well.
Leaders make sure that reading is a top priority. Pupils understand why reading is
important and how it helps their learning. The teaching of phonics (letters and the
sounds they make) is well organised and, mostly, effective. However, teachers’
confidence in teaching phonics varies. Teachers do quickly spot pupils who start to
fall behind in the programme and give them extra help. Pupils read books that are at
the right level for their reading ability.
As pupils move up the school their love of reading continues. They read widely and
can name lots of different authors. Teachers ensure that pupils’ vocabulary is
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developed well. Pupils were keen to share examples of how they use their new
words in their writing. The new library is a welcome addition to the school.
Staff have high expectations of pupils’ behaviour. Pupils and staff understand the
behaviour policy and it is applied consistently so everyone is clear about the rules.
Consequently, pupils concentrate on their work and cooperate well together in their
learning.
Leaders have successfully created an ethos of respect and tolerance. Pupils reflected
with great insight about the importance of treating everyone equally. The
atmosphere around the school is very positive.
Teachers understand how to meet the needs of pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND). Teachers work closely with a team of skilled teaching
assistants to plan lessons and resources. They ensure that this group of pupils
receive the support they are entitled to.
Children get off to a flying start in the early years because this area of the school is
led well. Staff are knowledgeable about how young children learn. They adapt the
curriculum to take account of children’s emerging needs and interests. Staff form
strong relationships with the children and care for them well.
The leadership of the school is driven by a strong moral purpose. Leaders act with
integrity. Their ambitious vision is shared by the whole staff community, including
governors. Staff feel very well supported by leaders and are proud to work at this
school. They spoke about the ‘transformative’ changes that have taken place. They
feel that leaders care about them and are mindful of their well-being. Their opinion
and expertise are sought to help make decisions about the school. This makes them
feel valued and appreciated.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff know that keeping pupils safe is everyone’s responsibility. Leaders ensure that
staff have regular training, so they know what to do when a pupil may be at risk.
Staff report concerns promptly. They are clear about the possible local risks. Leaders
work closely with the local authority. As result, pupils and their families get the help
they need.
Leaders ensure the correct checks when staff join the school. Governors and leaders
monitor the site regularly to ensure that it is kept safe and secure. The current
building works are being managed appropriately to ensure that pupils are kept safe.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 Pupils’ learning in the foundation subjects is not sequenced coherently. Teachers
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should ensure that curriculum plans for these subjects contain the knowledge that
pupils should know and the order in which they should learn it.
 Pupils are not always able to remember their learning. Leaders should promote
this by checking how pupils are developing their knowledge and skills in the
foundation subjects and the degree to which pupils understand and remember
their learning.
 Not all staff are well trained in the teaching of phonics. Leaders need to ensure
that all staff receive and implement the necessary training to strengthen the
teaching of phonics further.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you’re not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

139397

Local authority

Kent

Inspection number

10111144

Type of school

Primary

School category

Academy sponsor-led

Age range of pupils

2 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

216

Appropriate authority

Board of trustees

Chair of trust

Jeremy King

Headteacher

Anthony Cosans

Website

www.milton-court.kent.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection

15–16 March 2017

Information about this school
 The school is a one form entry primary school and has a nursery.
 The proportion of pupils in receipt of pupil premium funding is above the national
average.
 The school is part of the REAch2 Academy Trust.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
 Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher, the deputy headteacher and
other leaders. Inspectors also met with a range of teaching and support staff.
 Inspectors began their evaluation of the quality of education by looking in detail
at the teaching of reading, mathematics, geography and science. Inspectors
discussed curriculum design with leaders, carried out lesson visits, scrutinised
pupils’ work and spoke to pupils and teachers from the lessons visited about the
curriculum.
 Inspectors evaluated the effectiveness of safeguarding. The school’s single central
record was reviewed. Inspectors met with the designated safeguarding lead and
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his deputy.
 The lead inspector met with four governors including the chair of governors.
 The lead inspector met with a representative of REAch2 Academy Trust.
 Inspectors considered the views of 15 members of staff who responded to
Ofsted’s online staff survey.
 Inspectors took account of the 16 responses to the Ofsted Parent View survey
and the eight free-text responses. They also took into account the 49 responses
to the school’s own parent survey. An inspector met with a few parents at the
beginning of the first day of the inspection.
 Inspectors met with pupils to discuss their views about the school and talked to
pupils informally about the school. No pupils responded to Ofsted’s online pupil
survey.
Inspection team
Frances Nation, lead inspector

Her Majesty’s Inspector

Timothy Rome

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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