
Inspection of The Ace Children's 
Centre
Burford Road, Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire OX7 5DZ

Inspection date: 18 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are very happy and confident in this high-quality environment. Children of 
all ages settle quickly and make rapid progress. Staff know the children extremely 
well and place the utmost priority on their care and well-being. They work 
exceptionally well with parents to ensure children's individual needs are met. 
Children feel and are kept extremely safe. They develop highly positive attitudes to 
learning. Their behaviour is excellent. Staff have high expectations for every child. 
They provide an inspiring curriculum which meets individual children's learning 
needs extremely well. They offer highly stimulating activities both indoors and 
outdoors. Children have outstanding opportunities to make choices in their play. 
They rapidly acquire new vocabulary and understanding. Staff intervene very 
effectively as they play alongside children. For example, staff playfully introduce 
new words as babies babble when finding hidden toys in the water tray. Staff 
deepen older children's curiosity and vocabulary extremely well, such as when 
children wonder why soap bubbles disappear during water play. Children of all ages 
are exceptionally interested in early reading. Staff provide a wonderful range of 
books suited to their individual interests and needs. Children gain the key skills that 
prepare them for future success.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide a high-quality curriculum which covers all aspects of children's 
learning in depth. Children settle extremely well. Staff meet their individual care 
and learning needs excellently. Children develop highly positive relationships 
with staff and each other. Children are very happy, keen to explore and love 
learning. Their attitudes and behaviour are excellent. Children confidently lead 
their own play and maintain their interest in activities for a long period. Staff 
work very closely with parents. They obtain a full picture of what children can 
already do when they join the setting. Children benefit strongly from the 
continuity in their care and learning. All children, including those who speak 
English as an additional language, make excellent progress. Staff use the 
information gained from their accurate progress checks very effectively. Staff 
have high expectations of every child. Children gain the key skills that prepare 
them for future success.

n The impressive indoor and outdoor areas stimulate children to explore. Leaders 
and managers are passionate about improving outcomes for children. They 
share their enthusiasm with staff and use self-evaluation very effectively to 
identify, drive and improve the quality of provision. They implement a highly 
effective professional development programme for staff through supervision, 
mentoring and training. Their valuable links with other early years professionals 
help to strengthen staff practice and knowledge. Leaders' and managers' 
monitoring extends to different groups of children, as well as individuals, to 
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ensure they make the best possible progress. Professional training, for example 
in mathematics, has led to staff's consistently high-quality teaching.

n Managers' and staff's clear intentions are demonstrated in the way they ensure 
children progress rapidly in their physical skills. For example, as babies learn to 
walk, staff provide an environment that encourages children to stand and move 
unaided. Older children choose from exciting outdoor equipment such as 
wheeled vehicles, or larger equipment for developing their coordination, 
balancing and climbing skills. Children have vast opportunities to develop their 
large-muscle skills. For example, they begin to work together and use large 
wooden construction kits to create ball runs. 

n Staff support children's emerging communication and language skills excellently. 
For example, children of all ages thoroughly enjoy singing songs and performing 
actions. Staff use a range of high-quality visual prompts and actions to develop 
children's understanding and speech. Children are fascinated by early reading. 
Staff provide an exceptional range of books suited to their needs and interests 
and children regularly choose books during indoor and outdoor play. They learn 
that print carries meaning. For example, children refer to pictures with simple 
words as they find the correct places to tidy toys away. Staff enrich children's 
interest in reading and knowledge of their community through visits to the 
library and to local shops. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a wealth of knowledge and understanding of the possible signs and 
symptoms of abuse or neglect. They thoroughly understand the procedures to 
follow to ensure children are safe. Staff consistently implement the manager's 
robust policies and procedures. Leaders monitor staff's understanding of 
safeguarding matters by checking this at team meetings. They carry out rigorous 
risk assessments to ensure that children's health, safety and well-being are fully 
promoted. Leaders and managers implement very thorough recruitment and 
selection procedures. Children are well supervised indoors and outdoors. The 
premises are very safe and secure. This has a significant impact on children's care 
and learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 133481

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10108476

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 2

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person The Activities, Childcare and Education 
Centre Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518099

Telephone number

Date of previous inspection 2 April 2015

Information about this early years setting

The Ace Children's Centre in Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire, first registered in 1998. 
The setting is open on weekdays from 8am until 6pm all year. The setting employs 
10 staff, of whom one holds early years professional status. All other staff hold 
relevant qualifications at level 3 or above. There is a local authority nursery school 
on the same site. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Eileen Chadwick

Inspection report: The Ace Children's Centre
18 September 2019 4



Inspection activities

n The inspector observed activities indoors and outdoors, and assessed the impact 
on children's learning.

n The inspector completed three joint observations with the nursery manager.
n The inspector looked at documentation, including a sample of children's records, 

planning and assessment records and the suitability of staff working in the 
nursery.

n The inspector held discussions with the nominated person, manager and 
headteacher of the on-site nursery school. 

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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