Inspection of Birchtree Pre-School
Dogsthorpe Methodist Church, Birchtree Avenue, PETERBOROUGH PE1 4HP

Inspection date:

20 September 2019

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children demonstrate a positive attitude to learning and are confident. They dress
up and sing familiar songs to their friends on a stage. Children engage in
purposeful play that provides challenge and promotes their thinking skills. They
show curiosity. Children are excited to hear an aeroplane in the sky and imagine
where it may be travelling to. They use magnifying glasses to look more closely at
a spider in the garden. Children have regular opportunities to practise their
counting skills and hear mathematical language as they play.
Staff know the children well. They talk confidently about children's interests and
use their observations well to decide what children need to learn next. Children's
progress is monitored to ensure that all children make good progress from their
individual starting points. Parents are involved in their children's learning. They
often take books home from the pre-school to read with their children and other
activities to complete.
Children build close friendships. They help each other in activities and are praised
by staff for their team work. Children learn how to use equipment and tools safely.
For example, they are shown how to correctly and safely use a knife to cut up
carrots during role play. Children are encouraged to be independent. They help to
prepare their own snack and wash their hands before eating.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Children and their families are warmly welcomed into the pre-school. Young
children quickly settle with good support from their key person. Close
relationships have formed. Children initiate cuddles with staff and happily
participate in activities together. For example, children enjoy stories being read
to them on an individual basis.
n Staff provide a calm and relaxing atmosphere for children to play and learn in.
Children are busy and engaged and their behaviour is good. They welcome
praise and recognition for their achievements, which helps to raise their selfesteem and confidence.
n Staff plan effectively for children's learning needs and interests. Activities
motivate them to have a go. For example, children enjoy the challenge of
sucking up water with a pipette and squeezing the water out to fill up small
holes.
n The manager and staff provide good support for children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities, working very closely with other
professionals and children's families to support children's welfare and all-round
development.
n Children have good opportunities to be physically active. They manage risk well

Inspection report: Birchtree Pre-School
20 September 2019

2

n

n

n

n

n

as they carefully negotiate challenging climbing and balancing equipment in the
outdoor area.
Parents speak highly of the pre-school. They feel staff are friendly and
approachable. Children's progress is shared with parents. They have daily
opportunities to view observations and photographs of their children through an
online system.
The qualified staff team are led and managed well. They work closely as a team
to ensure children receive a consistently good level of care and education. Staff
reflect on their practice. Knowledge gained from training is used effectively to
help enhance all staff's teaching skills. For example, recent training in
mathematics has helped staff to improve how they plan and deliver this area of
learning in the pre-school. As a result, children's learning in mathematics is
strong.
The pre-school has forged strong links with the local community. During the
inspection, children visited a nearby shop to choose and purchase fruit for their
snack. Children are frequently taken out to places of interest, such as the
cathedral and train station, to enhance their learning experiences.
Very effective partnerships are in place with the local primary school and other
settings that children are due to attend. This helps to ensure that children are
fully supported as they prepare for the next stage in their learning, such as
moving into the Reception class.
There is a clear focus on developing children's language skills in English. Staff
speak to children during activities. Older children talk confidently to staff about
their home life and experiences. However, children who speak English as an
additional language have fewer opportunities to develop and use their home
language as they play.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff are clear about their responsibilities to report any signs that may suggest a
child is at risk of harm. They understand the procedures to follow. Safeguarding
training is regularly attended to ensure staff's skills and knowledge are kept up to
date. Robust recruitment procedures are in place to help ensure the suitability of
adults working with the children. Staff are vigilant about the security of the setting
and are deployed effectively to help keep children safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n increase opportunities for children to develop and use their home language as
they play.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY550154

Local authority

Peterborough

Inspection number

10124559

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Sessional day care

Age range of children

2 to 3

Total number of places

24

Number of children on roll

21

Name of registered person

Family Action

Registered person unique
reference number

RP517161

Telephone number

01733896815

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Information about this early years setting
Birchtree Pre-School registered in 2017. The pre-school employs four members of
childcare staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or
above. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday during term time only.
Sessions are from 8.30am to 3pm. The setting provides funded early education for
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Carly Mooney

Inspection activities
n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n A joint observation was carried out with the pre-school manager.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school manager and spoke to the
area manager. She looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the pre-school.
n The inspector spoke to a small number of parents during the inspection and took
account of their views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019
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