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What is it like to attend this school?
Pupils told us that they enjoy coming to school and that they like most of their
lessons. They settle into their classes well and form friendships with others. Pupils
have good manners. They are polite because that is what staff expect. Pupils told us
that behaviour has improved over the last few years. The number of older pupils
excluded from school has fallen. Pupils can concentrate in most lessons without
others putting them off their work. They respond well to adults’ instructions and
guidance. The pupils, parents, carers and staff said that there is little bullying. If
there is, leaders and staff sort it out so that it stops and does not happen again.
Pupils feel safe.
New pupils, families and staff quickly become part of the St Joseph’s family. The
breakfast, holiday and sport clubs are popular with pupils and families. Leaders have
high expectations and expect pupils to work hard. Leaders are ambitious. They want
every pupil to gain the knowledge and skills that they need to succeed.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Children get off to a good start in Nursery and Reception. They settle quickly into
class routines. It is early into the term but they have already formed friendships with
other children. They sit listening to the teachers in lessons. They then go off to play
and work with others in well-designed activities. In English, for example, a group of
boys and girls played imaginatively with a range of puppets, creating their own
stories. Teachers help children develop their physical skills, for example by writing,
painting and using pincers to lift beads.
Most children can read by the end of Year 1. Teachers do a good job in helping
pupils who cannot read English to catch up. This includes pupils who are newly
arrived into Britain and some pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND). Reading well is a high priority. Leaders make sure that teachers have the
training and the knowledge to be expert in teaching reading. Teachers use story
time to foster pupils’ enthusiasm for reading. There is a good match in stories
between pupils’ reading ages and the difficulty of the books. In some classes, the
non-fiction books are too difficult for the pupils to read. Teachers build pupils’
reading knowledge and skills in a logical order.
Leaders have created an ambitious curriculum. It is broad. All pupils, including those
in Year 6, have the chance to study the full range of subjects expected in a primary
school. Leaders in reading, writing, mathematics, physical education (PE) and
science make sure that pupils complete well-designed activities that build pupils’
knowledge over time. Pupils make good progress in their learning, particularly those
who are at St Joseph’s for a long period of time.
Leaders know that the structure of learning is not working as well in French and
history. In these subjects, pupils’ learning is not as carefully planned as it should be
to help them link new learning to what they already know. Leaders have suitable
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plans in place to improve these subjects.
St Joseph’s is a school that welcomes everyone. The school meets the needs of new
arrivals to the country well. Governors have employed staff who are specialists in
eastern European languages to help pupils to settle and to learn. The school also
meets the needs of pupils with SEND well. These pupils study all subjects, including
French and computing.
Leaders use sport, trips, visitors and events such as mathematics days to add value
to the curriculum, to build pupils’ character and to develop their social skills.
Teachers develop pupils’ self-confidence, determination, cooperation and resilience
through sport. Pupils also learn about a range of cultures through subjects such as
art, science, geography and English. Teachers can focus on their teaching because
pupils do not disrupt learning.
The school is well led. The headteacher and governors make sure that teachers
have a reasonable workload. They look after the staff and care about their wellbeing. Leaders have made the school the centre of the community. They work well
with parents. They have put on courses in reading, for example, to show parents
new ways of reading with their children. Governors support and challenge leaders
and provide new ideas and ways of thinking.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Safeguarding is a high priority in the school. It is central to leaders’ decisions and
actions. Leaders check that only people who have the correct clearance can work
with pupils. Leaders work well with a range of other agencies to protect pupils and
keep them safe. They work with, for example, social, housing and health services
and the police to give early help to families. Leaders make sure that new and
existing staff have the knowledge that they need to identify any pupil needing
protection. They also make sure that pupils and staff know who to go to when they
have a concern.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 There are plans in place to make improvements to subjects which the school has
identified as less strong. In languages, the scheme of work does not build up
progressively over the four years of key stage 2 as well as it should. The
ambitions of the national curriculum to enable pupils by the end of Year 6 to read,
write and speak the language are not in place. Leaders need to ensure that the
languages curriculum effectively builds pupils’ knowledge and skills as they move
through key stage 2.
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 In history, in each topic, there is clear progression. However, there is little
continuity between the sequence of topics so that pupils’ knowledge and
understanding build over the year. For example, the scheme of work moves from
the plague in 1665 to a topic on Ancient Egypt, before jumping in the summer to
a local history topic. Leaders should ensure that the curriculum in history builds
pupils’ knowledge and understanding over time and meets the aims of the
national curriculum.
 The school’s curriculum is not yet sufficiently planned and sequenced in some
subjects. However, it is clear from the actions that leaders have already taken that
they are in the process of bringing this about.
 Pupils’ reading has improved significantly. The non-fiction books in some classes
are not appropriate for the age of the pupils, many being far too difficult for
pupils to read. Leaders should ensure that pupils access texts which are more
suitable for their reading ages.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

119430

Local authority

Lancashire

Inspection number

10110899

Type of school

Primary

School category

Voluntary aided

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

332

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Mrs Emma McGrath

Headteacher

Catherine Monaghan

Website

www.sjps.lancs.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection

31 January 2017

Information about this school
 The previous inspection judged the school to require improvement in January
2017. At the following monitoring visit on 26 April 2018, Her Majesty’s Inspector
judged the school to be taking effective action to become a good school.
 The school is a Roman Catholic voluntary-aided school and is part of the Diocese
of Lancaster. A section 48 inspection took place in June 2018.
 The deputy headteacher joined the school at the start of this term.

Information about this inspection
We carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.
 Inspectors met a range of people in this inspection, including a representative of
the local authority and four members of the governing body. We spoke with the
chair of the governing body by telephone.
 In addition to discussions with the headteacher and deputy headteacher,
inspectors met with subject leaders.
 Inspectors met parents at the start of the day. We also looked the 34 responses
to Parent View, Ofsted’s online survey. Fifty pupils completed an online survey.
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Thirty-three staff completed an online survey. We spoke with a range of staff,
including those new to teaching and teaching assistants.
 As part of the inspection, inspectors looked in depth at reading, PE, science and
mathematics. In these subjects, we spoke to pupils, visited lessons and spoke
with teachers and subject leaders. We also looked at the long-term plans for
other subjects, such as French, history and geography.
 Inspectors observed pupils at breaktimes to look at how they were behaving.
 To judge how well leaders protect children, inspectors discussed safeguarding
with governors, leaders and staff. We looked at case studies to see how well
different agencies work together. We took into account the number of exclusions
and absences from school. We also looked at a range of documentation, including
policies to see how well the school keeps pupils safe.

Inspection team
Allan Torr, lead inspector

Ofsted Inspector

Timothy Sherriff

Ofsted Inspector

Nick Capron

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2019

Inspection report: St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Preston
11–12 September 2019

7

