
Childminder report

Inspection date: 19 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play together in a warm, stimulating and friendly environment. They have 
fun joining in with action songs and rhymes. Young children enjoy exploring the 
different sounds they can make with musical instruments, such as shaking bells 
and striking notes on a xylophone. Young children sit and listen attentively to 
stories. Their concentration is held by the introduction of props and puppets linked 
to the story. Children who are developing their speech, have opportunities to 
extend their vocabulary and pronunciation of words with specially developed story 
sacks. Resources are easily accessible and children make independent choices in 
their play. For example, children happily use their imaginations in the role-play 
area. They dress up in hats and pretend to feed their baby dolls, using other 
resources to represent a bowl and bottle. Children enjoy playing outside. For 
example, they make marks with chalks on the patio and develop their senses with 
the lavender-scented play dough. Children are supported in their physical 
development as they play on wheeled toys and dig in the sand tray. However, 
there is scope to further enhance the activities to provide more challenge and 
extend their learning and development. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder and her assistant review the setting, considering the views of 
parents and children. They access training and research new ideas in order to 
stimulate and develop children's knowledge and skills. However, self-evaluation 
procedures to identify areas for improvement are not consistently clearly 
focussed on ways to raise outcomes for children to a higher level. 

n The childminder has identified that the current requirement in her setting is to 
support children with their speech and language development. She has accessed 
the guidance of other professionals and purchased additional resources to help 
support children's specific needs.

n The childminder and her assistant build good relationships with children and 
their parents from the start. They gather information from parents about their 
children's individual care requirements to help them to settle quickly. Parents are 
involved in establishing children's starting points by providing information on 
what children already know and can do.

n The childminder is experienced and knowledgeable about how young children 
learn. She regularly observes children and identifies their next steps in learning 
and current interests. The childminder uses this information to plan appropriate 
activities. However, she does not fully consider ways to enable children to make 
independent decisions in order to further challenge and fully extend their 
learning and development. 

n Parents receive regular information about their children's progress. They are 
given support and advice on ways in which they can support their children's 
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learning and development at home. There is good sharing of information 
between other professionals and local schools.  

n Children are confident and demonstrate their ability to manage simple tasks, 
such as putting on their own shoes to go outside. They learn to share and take 
turns with resources and are developing keys skills ready for their next stage in 
learning.

n Children regularly go out into the local community and attend a broad range 
groups that develop their knowledge and skills. For example, they experience 
organised forest-school activities in local woodland. 

n Children behave well. They learn to follow instructions and work together. For 
example, they tidy up before they go outside to play. The childminder and her 
assistant implement consistent strategies to support positive behaviour. Children 
are proud of their achievements and are offered rewards and praise to support 
them.

n Healthy lifestyles are effectively promoted. For example, the childminder ensures 
children are offered healthy meals. There are good hygiene practices in place. 
The childminder and her assistant are sensitive to the needs of babies and 
young children. They provide lots of cuddles and reassurance. Children have 
regular opportunities for sleep and rest.

n The childminder closely monitors children's progress. She understands how to 
identify any areas of slower progress and knows how to implement or access 
further support to close gaps in children's learning.

n The childminder regularly observes her assistant and gives feedback to support 
her professional development. She provides opportunities to develop her 
knowledge and skills through training and monitors her assistant's workload to 
ensure it is acceptable.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder and her assistant have a good understanding of the potential signs 
and symptoms of abuse and wider safeguarding matters. They know what action to 
take if there are any concerns about children's welfare. The childminder 
implements a range of effective policies and procedures to ensure that children are 
safe and supervised well. For example, children become familiar with fire 
evacuation procedures through regular practises. Risk assessments are conducted 
regularly to ensure the premises are suitable, and any hazards are identified and 
removed or minimised. Further risk assessments are in place for any outings into 
the wider community.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n increase activities that children can choose and select independently to provide 
more challenge and build on their current learning

n strengthen self-evaluation procedures to ensure areas for improvement are 
clear, targeted and specific to the needs of the children and the setting, to raise 
outcomes for children to a higher level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY547228

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10104320

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 to 5

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 8

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2017 and lives in Tamworth, Staffordshire. She 
operates all year round from 6.30am to 5.30pm, Monday to Friday, except bank 
holidays and family holidays. The childminder holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3. She works with an assistant.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Dawn Robinson

Inspection activities

n Joint discussions were held between the inspector and the childminder to 
evaluate the learning taking place as children played.

n The inspector discussed with the childminder the essential knowledge that 
children in her setting require to fully support their learning and development. 

n The inspector looked at a sample of documents, such as children's records and 
policies and procedures.

n The inspector talked to the children at appropriate times during the inspection 
and the inspector took account of written comments from parents.

n The inspector checked evidence of the qualifications held by the childminder and 
her assistant, and the suitability of people living and working on the premises.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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