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Inspection of an outstanding school: 
Collyhurst Nursery School 
Teignmouth Avenue, Collyhurst, Manchester, Lancashire M40 7QD 

 
  
Inspection dates: 11 September 2019 
 

Outcome 
 
Collyhurst Nursery School continues to be an outstanding school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Children flourish at this school academically, socially and emotionally. Staff have high 
expectations of all children. They believe that there is ‘no limit to what children can 
achieve’.  
 
Children behave very well. They are polite, well mannered and give a warm welcome to 
visitors. Children enjoy coming to school and feel very safe. They skip into school each 
morning with happy, smiling faces. Parents and carers do not have to stay long in the 
school because their children settle quickly. Children are happy, confident and share a 
tight bond with their key person. We saw lots of good-humoured, positive interactions 
between staff and children. 
 
Right from the start, children learn the importance of sharing and taking turns. Children 
form firm friendships. They mix well together. There is no hint of any unhappiness. We 
saw no evidence of any form of bullying. 
 
Learning is active, magical and fun. Children are not afraid to make mistakes. Staff know 
when to stand back and let children work things out for themselves, or when to offer 
support. 
 
The local authority uses the school as an example of strong practice in developing 
children’s speech and language skills. Parents are happy with the quality of education that 
the school provides. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
School leaders, staff and governors unite in their desire to provide children with the best 
possible start to their education. No one is complacent. Staff plan activities very well and 
link them to children’s interests. Staff know what to teach children and in what order. 
They know exactly what children need to know before they move on to more difficult 
work. We saw that children achieve very well across the curriculum. They are ready for 
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the next stage of their education. Children behave impeccably and there is no bullying. 
 
Leaders and staff prioritise helping children to become good readers. The displays around 
the school remind parents of the importance of reading to their children. Phonic lessons 
start as soon children begin school. Leaders check children’s progress to ensure that no 
one falls behind. Book areas in the classroom and communal areas are inviting. They are 
stocked with high-quality books and props. Children enjoy sharing books with their friends 
or reading on their own for pleasure. Staff make story time a pleasurable experience for 
children. We listened to children read. They handle books with care and turn the pages 
correctly. Children talk about what they can see in the pictures. They know that print 
carries meaning.  
 
We noticed that staff take every opportunity to develop children’s communication and 
language skills. Staff listen to children carefully. They change the language that they use 
and the questions that they ask according to the skills of each child. Staff teach children 
to listen and follow instructions. We saw staff use imaginative resources, songs and 
games to encourage children to develop and extend their vocabulary.  
 
Children show a keen interest in mathematics. Staff incorporate the teaching of 
mathematics into the daily routine. Staff encourage children to count, develop 
mathematical language, identify shapes and solve mathematical problems through play.  
 
Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) achieve well. Staff 
understand the difficulties faced by children with SEND. They access training and work 
well with parents and outside agencies. Staff include children with SEND in all aspects of 
school life.  
 
Staff feel valued and work well as a team. They appreciate senior leaders’ investment in 
their ongoing training and the consideration that they give to their work-life balance. In 
return, staff work hard to ensure that all children achieve their best. 
 
Governors know the school very well. They are very supportive of the headteacher. 
Governors have a secure understanding of what the headteacher wants to achieve. They 
are not afraid to ask the headteacher difficult questions to improve the school.  
 
The school provides a range of activities to help children appreciate the world around 
them. Children learn about different faiths and cultures. They visit places of interest such 
as the library, farms, allotments and archaeological sites. No one misses out on these 
activities. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Children’s safety and welfare is top priority. Staff are aware that safeguarding is 
everyone’s responsibility. They act quickly should they have any concerns.  
 
Staff work well with other agencies to support children and their families who face difficult 
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circumstances. Leaders monitor attendance and follow up any unexplained absences 
quickly.  
 
The school site is safe and secure. No new member of staff is allowed to start work at the 
school until all relevant checks have been completed.  
 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be outstanding we will then normally go into the school 
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains outstanding. This is called 
a section 8 inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give 
graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the 
school could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next 
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date 
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or 
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection 
immediately. 
 
This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged Collyhurst Nursery School to be 
outstanding on 14 November 2014. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 
premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 105385 

Local authority Manchester 

Inspection number 10046043 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 38 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Jade Wright 

Headteacher Jo Fenton 

Website www.collyhurst.manchester.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 13–14 November 2014 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Since the last inspection, a new headteacher and chair of governors has been 

appointed.  

 The governing body runs clubs before and after school.  

 There is childcare on site which is run by the governing body. This provision is 
registered with Ofsted and is subject to separate inspection arrangements. 

 There is also a children centre on site which is run by the governing body. The 
governing body also has responsibility for another three children centres across north 
Manchester. 

 Children with SEND attend the nursery school. Most of these children have speech and 
language difficulties or autism spectrum disorders. 

 All children attend on a full-time basis. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 Inspectors visited lessons at various times during the day. 

 Inspectors held meetings with members of the senior leadership team, governors and 
staff. 

http://www.collyhurst.manchester.sch.uk/
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 Inspectors spoke with parents as they brought their children to school. 

 Inspectors looked at examples of children’s work and spoke with children when they 
visited lessons. Inspectors listened to children read. 

 Inspectors held additional discussions with staff which focused on safeguarding. They 
also examined documentation relating to safeguarding. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives into reading, mathematics and communication and 
language. Deep dives are the methodology by which inspectors identify why a subject 
is as it is. This entails: discussions with subject leaders, visits to lessons, looking at 
examples of children’s work, discussions with teachers and discussions with children.  

 An inspector held a telephone conversation with a representative from the local 
authority. 

 There were less than five responses to Parent View, Ofsted’s online questionnaire. The 
inspection team considered all of these responses. Inspectors also took account of the 
school’s own questionnaire to parents. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Sheila Iwaskow, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Ann Dimeck Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates:  
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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