
Inspection of Hopespring Nursery
Hope Springs, 2 Mexborough Avenue, Leeds LS7 3EF

Inspection date: 18 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Managers have worked exceptionally hard to address the actions raised at the 
previous inspection. Together with the local authority, they have developed action 
plans that have been swiftly implemented. This has led to a complete overhaul in 
areas such as safeguarding practices and training for staff, including paediatric first 
aid. As a result, the quality of care provided for children is good, and staff morale is 
positive. Future plans are ambitious and a clear vision is in place to help raise the 
quality even further.

Staff are positive role models and they have high expectations of children. They 
help to build children's confidence and self-esteem through praise and 
encouragement. Children show through their behaviour that they feel happy, safe 
and secure in the nursery. They follow the rules of the nursery, and are kind and 
respectful in their interactions with their peers and adults. Staff enjoy their work 
and this helps them to provide a welcoming and happy environment. Children have 
a wide range of opportunities to respect and understand the similarities and 
differences of people in the wider world. Staff listen to children, treat them as 
unique individuals and encourage them to share their cultures and traditions.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The designated lead person for safeguarding has a secure understanding of her 
role. She has completed a child protection course and provides ongoing training 
and support to ensure that all staff understand the nursery's safeguarding policy 
and procedures fully. Staff are vigilant and understand their role to report any 
issues to keep children safe.

n Staff use appropriate strategies to support those children who speak English as 
an additional language. Children have opportunities to hear and use their home 
language during their play. Staff introduce words in English to extend children's 
vocabulary.

n Children enjoy a range of activities that support their physical development. For 
example, children try balance beams and ball games outside. Other activities, 
such as sand and water, are set up to excite children's imaginations. Children 
show good levels of concentration as they dig, mix, pour and build.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery. They say that staff are 'welcoming' and 
'caring' and get to know their children well. They appreciate the high quality of 
care and the wide variety of learning experiences provided for their children.

n Effective partnerships with a range of professionals are continually improving 
staff's knowledge of how to support children, including those children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n Children benefit from a well-organised and clean environment. Staff are strongly 
committed to maintaining a high standard of hygiene throughout the nursery 
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and promote good personal hygiene habits with children.
n Staff note children's interests and provide them with a range of stimulating 

activities. For example, children have opportunities to explore the texture of soil 
as they search for insects.

n Children gain effective skills to support their future learning. They are 
independent, for example they choose their own play and find their belongings 
with confidence. They competently put on their own outdoor shoes and coats.

n Children develop their creativity as they design and build models. They use their 
thinking skills effectively to solve problems, such as how to create a bridge with 
wooden blocks.

n The manager aspires to make further improvements to the outdoor 
environment. However, plans to develop the outside learning space even further 
have not yet been implemented. 

n The manager and staff evaluate practice effectively. They hold discussions to 
reflect on how well activities motivate children. This helps them to keep children 
engaged in their learning experiences to support them to make good progress. 
However, recently introduced systems for planning are not fully embedded to be 
able to be used precisely to support children in making more rapid progress.

n Since the previous inspection, the manager has been proactive in implementing 
new systems to monitor staff practice, such as observations and supervision 
meetings. However, these systems are still in their infancy and are not well 
embedded across the whole staff team.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of child protection procedures and know what to 
do if they are worried that a child may be at risk of harm. This helps them to 
support children's welfare effectively. Managers and staff carry out thorough risk 
assessments. They make sure that children are safe when playing indoors and 
outdoors. Recruitment and vetting procedures are robust.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to develop the outdoor area so that children who prefer to learn 
outdoors have greater opportunities to explore the natural world and benefit 
from a wider range of activities to develop their physical skills

n embed and continue to refine the recently introduced planning systems and 
support staff in meticulously planning what children need to learn next, to help 
them make even greater progress

n embed the new systems to monitor staff practice and help raise the quality of 
practice to the highest achievable levels.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY543422

Local authority Leeds 

Inspection number 10114358

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 9

Name of registered person Hopespring Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP543421

Telephone number 0113 2100164

Date of previous inspection 14 June 2019

Information about this early years setting

Hopespring Nursery registered in 2017 and is located in Leeds. The nursery 
currently employs five members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold qualifications 
at level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are 
from midday until 3pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Dent
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Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager across all areas of 
the setting, inside and outside, to understand how the setting and the 
curriculum are organised. 

n A joint observation of an activity was carried out by the inspector and the 
manager. 

n The inspector held a meeting with the management team and looked at relevant 
documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the setting. 

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to during the 
inspection and through written feedback provided. 

n The inspector held discussions with the staff and children at appropriate times 
during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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