
Inspection of Briar Dene Nursery
2 Fulwood Avenue, Tarleton, Preston PR4 6RP

Inspection date: 10 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are extremely well cared for in a safe, secure and welcoming environment. 
Staff ensure that every child enjoys a broad and exciting range of activities that 
reflect their individual needs and learning styles. Resources are plentiful, well 
maintained and organised effectively to encourage children to make independent 
choices. Ratios of staff to children are exceeded and this helps to ensure that 
children receive high-quality interaction. Routines run smoothly as staff are well 
deployed to support children in their play. Children are motivated and excited to 
explore activities. For example, they eagerly make leaf prints with paint and 
sponges as staff talk to them about how leaves change colour and introduce the 
word 'autumn'. Furthermore, children delight in participating in Spanish lessons, 
where they learn to say 'hello' and 'goodbye' and sing Spanish songs. A great 
emphasis is placed on children's physical well-being. Children enjoy 'Fit Fridays', eat 
healthy packed lunches and brush their teeth after meals. They engage in 
energetic play as they skilfully operate wheeled toys, navigating the space 
available. Staff have high expectations for children and praise them for their efforts 
and achievements. Children concentrate well and are engaged and enthused in the 
learning opportunities available to them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are highly valued as individuals. The exciting range of resources and 
activities allow them to thrive in their environment. The curriculum reflects 
children's needs and interests, and staff are skilled at providing differentiation to 
ensure that each child is appropriately challenged. However, staff do not gather 
precise information about children's existing skills and abilities when they first 
start, in order to inform planning from the outset. 

n Children enjoy looking at books and sharing their favourite stories. Staff read 
enthusiastically to children and encourage them to predict what might happen 
next. Books are made available for each child to take home and enjoy with their 
family, cultivating children's early love of reading. 

n Staff support children's developing language skills well. They introduce new 
words, ask questions, use repetition and help children to build sentences, 
encouraging them to explain and describe what they are doing. Young children 
are becoming skilful communicators as they articulate their needs and feelings. 

n Children's emotional well-being is paramount. A successful key-person system 
supports children to establish close attachments with staff. Children are 
beginning to learn how to take turns and listen to others. However, occasionally 
staff are too quick to help children rather than encouraging them to solve their 
own problems. For example, as young children begin to learn to share toys, staff 
intervene too quickly, rather than supporting children to find a solution.  

n Staff work well as a team. They have regular meetings to evaluate the 
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effectiveness of their provision and continuously reflect on their practice and the 
experiences they provide for children. Good use of training, coaching and 
supervision meetings to develop staff's knowledge and experience helps to 
improve practice and outcomes for children.

n Parents are highly valued as partners and speak very positively about the 
provision, warmly describing the friendliness of the staff team and how happy 
their children are to attend. Staff provide parents with regular updates about 
their child's progress and utilise an online app to aid communication even 
further. This approach also affords parents frequent opportunities to contribute 
what their child is learning at home so that staff can build this into the 
curriculum that they offer. 

n Leaders successfully monitor and review the quality of their provision and the 
progress that children make. They capture the views of staff, children and 
parents and use this information to inform future developments. For example, 
leaders have plans in place to introduce home visits before children commence 
their placement and are exploring ideas for further opportunities for outdoor 
learning, for example visiting local farms. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff understand their responsibilities to safeguard children and can capably 
describe procedures for working with relevant agencies to protect children from 
harm or neglect. Stringent recruitment and vetting arrangements are in place to 
ensure that those working with children are suitable to carry out their role. Staff 
follow comprehensive procedures with regard to the recording of accidents. 
Detailed risk assessments are completed daily to cover all areas that children use 
and identify potential hazards and how risks are minimised. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n gather more precise information from parents when children first start at the 
setting, in order to inform the curriculum at the earliest opportunity

n support staff to develop their teaching skills so that they maximise opportunities 
for children to be able to think critically and solve their own problems. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY548292

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10122675

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 5

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Briar Dene Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP548291

Telephone number 07962189848

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Briar Dene Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery employs six members of 
childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 
and one holds level 4. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a learning walk and a joint evaluation of an activity 
with the manager to understand how the early years provision and curriculum 
are organised.

n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and provider. She 
looked at relevant documentation, such as the nursery's policies and procedures 
and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to parents and children during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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