
The Aunties' Old School 
Nursery
33 Littleworth Road, Wheatley, OXFORD OX33 1NW

Inspection date 29 August 2019
Previous inspection date 5 March 2014

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Outstanding 1
Previous inspection: Outstanding 1

Effectiveness of leadership and management Outstanding 1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is outstanding

n Since the last inspection, leaders and managers have worked incredibly hard to 
maintain the high standards. All those working within the nursery are dedicated and 
passionate about what they do. This helps to continually drive forward the quality of 
the provision and promote the best possible outcomes for all children.

n The quality of teaching is consistently of an inspirational quality. Staff skilfully ask 
questions to challenge children successfully to make their own decisions and solve 
problems. They make precise assessments of children's development to plan an 
exciting range of activities.

n The enthusiastic management and staff team provide a family approach to high-quality 
learning experiences in a welcoming, safe and secure environment. Staff are well 
informed and knowledgeable educators.

n Children behave impeccably at all times. Staff are outstanding role models for children. 
Children learn how to respect one another, showing care and consideration for others 
and their environment from a young age.

n Parents are highly delighted with the outstanding quality of the learning experiences 
and exemplary care that their children receive. They speak very highly of the staff.

n Children have an abundance of fresh air and exercise in the extremely well-resourced 
garden. Staff use this space to encourage children's physical development, imaginative 
play and the ability to use the natural environment to broaden their experiences.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n continue to refine the already excellent partnership working with parents and maintain the 
superb involvement in their children's learning.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of staff's interactions with the children during 
activities indoors and outside. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation of a planned activity with the supervisor.
n The inspector spoke to children and staff and held a meeting with the supervisors.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, records and policies. She checked 

evidence of the suitability of staff working at the nursery. 
n The inspector spoke to children and parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

Inspector
Amanda Perkin
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is outstanding

The staff and management team work extremely well together. They set themselves 
very high standards and have highly effective procedures for monitoring each other's 
practice. There is a clear commitment to staff's ongoing professional development, which 
results in a significant increase in their confidence to promote children's learning. Staff 
benefit from highly effective support, including daily self-reflection time and weekly 
newsletters. In addition, the nursery has received several awards from external quality 
assurance bodies. Recent staff training on mindfulness has helped to further enhance 
children's social and emotional development. The arrangements for safeguarding are 
effective. Staff are very confident about how to keep children safe and protect their 
welfare. The management team is vigilant in ensuring that staff's training in 
safeguarding is up to date. Partnerships with parents are excellent, and leaders correctly 
identify how they can continue to extend the already excellent communication with 
parents. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

Staff place an extremely sharp focus on developing children's understanding of the world 
in which they live. They are excellent educators and are skilled in enabling children to 
learn. Staff expertly expand and develop activities according to children's interests. For 
example, after lunch they use children's interest in the human body to fire discussions 
that help children learn about the digestive system. Children show high levels of 
engagement, as they identify the organs, such as the oesophagus, and know how 
nutrients are stored in the body. Children show high levels of interest in activities and 
are inquisitive. For example, they study pictures of volcanoes in books and use words 
such as 'lava' and 'erupt' to describe a volcano. Staff extend children's knowledge even 
further. For instance, they provide a model volcano, red and blue paint, bicarbonate of 
soda and vinegar to enable children to create their own erupting volcanoes. Children 
show considerable interest as they investigate what happens when the ingredients are 
mixed together.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Children have an excellent awareness of safety. They enthusiastically help to assess the 
risks in the garden each morning to make sure it is safe for their friends. Staff promote 
excellent levels of hygiene. This helps to substantially reduce the spread of infection 
within the nursery. Children quickly learn the importance of washing their hands and 
learn about germs. Staff support children's physical well-being extremely effectively. 
They provide exciting opportunities for children to exercise and develop excellent 
physical skills. For example, children delight in creating mud balls and aiming them at 
the target to practise their throwing skills. They excitedly hop to lunch. 

Outcomes for children are outstanding

All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, make 
rapid progress. Children have excellent early literacy skills. They begin to sound out 
simple words and confidently write their names. Children rapidly gain the skills needed 
for their next stages in learning and for school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY385583

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10108709

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 - 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person The Aunties Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524498

Date of previous inspection 5 March 2014

Telephone number 01865 872606

The Aunties' Old School Nursery is one of two nurseries owned by The Aunties Limited. It 
registered in 2009 and operates from a detached house in Wheatley, in Oxfordshire. The 
nursery is open each weekday from 8am until 6pm all year round, with the exception of 
one week in the summer months and the period between Christmas and New Year. The 
nursery employs 26 staff members, 12 of whom, including the manager, hold appropriate 
early years qualifications. There are 10 staff members who are working towards higher 
qualifications. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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