
Young Adventurers Out 
of School Care
The Lincolnsfield Centre, Bushey Hall Drive, Bushey, Hertfordshire WD23 
2ES

Inspection date 23 August 2019
Previous inspection date 12 August 2013

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Met  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Not Applicable

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Children are very happy and settled at the holiday playscheme. They lead their own 
play confidently and remain focused throughout the day. They quickly become familiar 
with the activities on offer. 

n Staff provide children with a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. They form strong 
relationships with the children and interact positively with them. 

n Parents are very satisfied with the service that is provided. They feel that their children 
are safe and well cared for. Parents say they are happy to recommend the playscheme 
to other people.

n The manager and staff reflect on the provision they offer. They meet regularly to plan 
activities. Staff take into account children's ideas and preferences. They adjust their 
plans accordingly to accommodate children's requests.  

n Children are provided with a range of opportunities to work collaboratively with one 
another. For example, children work together to create models with bricks. Children, 
including the youngest, add to the model at various points throughout the day to 
enhance it even further. 

n On the whole, children behave positively. However, on rare occasions, staff do not 
always remind them about the importance of following the rules that are in place. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n make sure children are consistently given clear instructions to help them understand what 
is expected. 

Inspection activities

n The inspector considered the suitability of the areas of the premises used by the 
holiday playscheme.

n The inspector held discussions with staff and children at suitable points throughout the 
inspection. 

n The inspector spoke to the parents of children who attend the holiday playscheme and 
took their views into consideration.

n The inspector observed the interactions of staff with children. She held discussions with 
the manager regarding staff supervision and training. 

n The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including policies and staff 
suitability documents. 

Inspector
Jennifer Hardy
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Staff carefully assess the potential risks around them. For example, they work with other 
professionals, such as staff at the on-site farm, to complete detailed risk assessments for 
the visits staff make with the children. Staff meet before the start of the holiday 
playscheme to complete training. This includes ensuring that their safeguarding 
knowledge is up to date. The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff are 
aware of how to raise concerns regarding children's welfare. The manager and her staff 
team jointly evaluate previous sessions and discuss what changes to implement. They 
keep up to date with current topics and activities that interest the children. Staff hold 
daily discussions with parents. They share information about the children, such as 
discussing any emerging health requirements. The highly experienced manager monitors 
staff performance throughout the time that the playscheme operates. She uses her 
knowledge and experience to support her staff team to develop new skills and gain 
further experience in their roles.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff know the children they care for well. They gather information from parents about 
children's interests before they start at the holiday playscheme. There are a variety of 
resources available for the children to access independently. Staff support children to 
implement their ideas effectively. For example, they help children to make paper pockets 
to store the artwork they create. Children are provided with opportunities to go on visits, 
such as to the on-site farm. Children enjoy these visits and talk about their experiences 
fondly. For instance, they excitedly talk to staff and visitors about feeding the chickens. 
Staff use positive praise successfully, such as to motivate and encourage the children. 
They set children challenges and problems to solve. For instance, children are challenged 
to work together to move from one side of the outside space to the other without 
touching the floor. Staff promote discussions between children about their similarities 
and differences. For instance, children and staff talk about the different foods that they 
enjoy during lunch.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children confidently engage with staff as a whole group, such as when they talk about 
the fire evacuation plan. The children sit and listen intently. Staff ensure that children 
understand. They use age-appropriate language to talk to children. Staff encourage the 
children to bring healthy food and snacks. They discuss the importance of having a 
balanced diet with the children. Staff value the creations that children make. They keep 
models safe and talk to the children about what they have made. Staff encourage 
children to complete tasks for themselves. They offer them support when they need it. 
For example, children ask staff to help them to thread small sequins onto the necklaces 
they are making. Children are given roles and responsibilities within the playscheme. For 
instance, they take turns to run a shop. This helps them to develop their understanding 
of finances using real-life situations. Staff closely monitor and support the youngest 
children. They are reassured by the staff's presence. This helps the children to develop 
their confidence even further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 130519

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10083598

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 - 11

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 68

Name of registered person Lincolnsfields Centre Limited (The)

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523289

Date of previous inspection 12 August 2013

Telephone number 01923 233841

Young Adventurers Out of School Care registered in 1993. The holiday playscheme 
employs five members of childcare staff. The manager holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 3. The club opens Monday to Friday during school holidays. Sessions 
are from 9am until 5.15pm. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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