
BOSCAS
School Annex, Wymering Road, PORTSMOUTH PO2 7HX

Inspection date 1 August 2019
Previous inspection date 28 June 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Not Applicable

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Staff provide all children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND), with high levels of support. They lay out the environment so that it 
is fully accessible. Children are inquisitive and they have great fun as they fully explore 
the play environment. 

n Staff are good role models. They show children how to safely use a broad range of play
equipment, such as stilts and rackets. Children carefully perfect their balancing skills as
they move around the play area.

n Staff are always available to help children when they need it. However, they encourage 
children to independently resolve their differences. Older children remind young 
children of the rules at the club. Children are polite and kind.

n Staff encourage children to be curious about their surroundings. Children ask a range 
of different questions. They confidently express their own opinions and they listen to 
the views of others. Children gain information about the lives of friends and staff.

n The manager works with staff to identify a range of new professional development 
opportunities. However, sometimes the manager does not identify when staff need to 
refresh skills they have previously learned.

n Staff complete a range of routine tasks as children wait in the queue to move outdoors.
This delays the process. Children get slightly frustrated with the wait.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n provide plenty of opportunities for staff to update their skills and further develop their 
expertise

n review routines as children move between the indoor and outdoor area so that disruption 
to children is minimal. 

Inspection activities

n The inspector listened to the views of parents and she took their opinions on the club 
into account.

n The inspector spoke to the manager and staff about how they keep children safe.
n The inspector and the manager evaluated a planned activity.
n The inspector held a discussion about different aspects of practice.
n The inspector asked children about the activities they enjoy the most when they visit 

the club.

Inspector
Julie Bruce
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

The experienced manager works with staff to improve the quality of the environment 
and to update resources. Safeguarding is effective. The manager frequently talks to staff
about different safeguarding matters. She introduces a variety of child protection 
scenarios during staff meetings. Staff are confident to discuss how they would identify a 
child at risk of harm. They are correctly able to explain how they would raise a concern. 
In addition, the manager implements strict collection procedures at the club. Only people
with appropriate identification and the consent of parents are able to collect children. 
The manager prudently checks the suitability of all staff. She demonstrates this when 
she carries out a range of background checks. She holds additional meetings with staff 
who only work during the school holidays. She checks whether they are still appropriate 
for their role. Staff continue to strengthen partnerships with parents. They frequently 
communicate information about different events. Parents praise staff for the consistent 
level of care they provide while children are changing year groups at school.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff invite both parents and children to contribute to initial forms when they first start at
the club. They use this information to plan a full programme of enjoyable activities. 
Children show an interest in local historical festivities. Staff help children to understand 
events that took place in the local area many years ago. Children display pride as they 
discuss decorations they made to celebrate particular events. Staff help children to build 
on school learning. They listen to young children read their favourite books aloud. They 
show children how to write new words. Staff offer a wealth of creative resources so 
children are able to freely experiment. For instance, staff supply an abundance of boxes 
and materials. They support children to persevere when completing tasks. For instance, 
staff show them how to use scissors to safely cut through thick cardboard. Children 
accurately use sticky tape to secure their designs. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff teach children that everybody is unique. Children show understanding when they 
make comments about how other people live. Staff demonstrate how they use different 
communication systems with children. Children are happy to copy these. All children are 
able to make their needs known. Staff establish secure connections with children of 
different ages. The youngest children form secure attachments to their key person. 
Children, including those who are new to the club, settle quickly. Staff offer children 
good support to make nutritious food choices. Children select the healthy food in their 
lunchbox first.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 143435

Local authority Portsmouth

Inspection number 10072428

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 - 13

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 175

Name of registered person Boscas Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP524203

Date of previous inspection 28 June 2016

Telephone number 07732128218

BOSCAS out-of-school club registered in 1995 and operates from the Isambard Brunel 
Junior School in Portsmouth, Hampshire. The club is open Monday to Friday from 7.30am 
to 9am and from 3pm to 6pm, during term time. The holiday playscheme operates 
Monday to Friday from 8am to 5.30pm, during the school holidays. The club employs nine
members of staff. Of these, four hold childcare qualifications at level 3, and three hold 
qualifications at level 2.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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