
Playcorner Nursery
60-62 Sale Street, DERBY DE23 8GD

Inspection date 19 July 2019
Previous inspection date 6 July 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Staff build strong relationships with the children. They gather information from the 
parents to find out about the children's home routines. This helps staff to plan activities
that are of interest to the children from the start. Children are happy and settle quickly.
They are confident to try new experiences and readily ask staff for help.

n Staff actively promote good behaviour. Children behave well. They share and take turns
and learn to respect each other's views. They play in a friendly manner and cooperate 
with each other.

n Staff work closely with parents, and other settings children attend, to help ensure they 
meet children's individual care needs successfully. They keep parents accurately 
informed regarding their own child's achievements and involve them in their learning. 
Staff seek information about children's learning and interests at home. This helps to 
support good continuity in children's care and development.

n Staff use observations and assessment effectively to identify and reflect children's 
interests. They build on children's previous learning and plan activities to help close any
gaps in children's development. Staff help children acquire a good range of skills to 
support their continuous learning and help them prepare for their eventual move to 
school. 

n The manager and staff continually reflect on their practice and make positive changes 
to improve outcomes for children. For example, since the previous inspection, they 
have broadened the range of resources and altered the layout of the nursery. This has 
given the children more choices in their play.

n At times, staff do not provide a high level of challenge in activities to fully extend 
children's language and thinking further.

n Although staff attend training to help increase their knowledge and skills, the manager 
does not oversee the monitoring of their practice sharply enough to help develop the 
quality of teaching to the highest levels.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n offer a higher level of challenge during activities to aid children's language and thinking 
further

n build on the existing arrangements for monitoring and supervising staff's practice, to help 
raise the quality of teaching to the highest level.

Inspection activities

n The inspector looked around the nursery to see where the children play. She spoke 
with the children, staff and manager at convenient times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint evaluation of an activity with the manager. She talked 
with the manager about the quality of teaching and the impact the activity had on the 
children. 

n The inspector spoke to the manager and staff about the children's assessments, their 
learning and development and the progress they make.

n The inspector took into account the views of parents and carers spoken to throughout 
the inspection.

n The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including safeguarding policies and 
procedures and evidence of first-aid certificates. She checked evidence of the suitability
of the staff and documentation linked to their performance and professional 
development.

Inspector
Jan Hughes
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The manager and staff have a good understanding of how to 
protect children from harm. They keep their knowledge of safeguarding issues up to 
date, including the wider issues of safeguarding, such as extreme views of others. The 
manager and staff know who to contact if they believe a child is at risk of harm. Staff 
carry out detailed risk assessments to ensure children play in a safe environment. All 
staff have current first-aid qualifications. This helps them to deal with any accidents or 
injuries effectively. The recruitment and vetting procedures are robust and ensure staff 
are suitable to work with children. New staff complete a thorough induction process to 
ensure that they understand their roles and responsibilities. Staff attend training and 
recently attended a course on how to strengthen children's use of their hands and 
fingers. This has helped older children to develop their writing skills.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff use their knowledge of childcare to promote children's learning well. They provide a
wide range of activities and experiences to promote children's learning. Staff interact 
with children and show enthusiasm as they play alongside children to provide guidance 
and support. They get down to children's level and motivate them successfully. This is 
evident as children jump in puddles and eagerly play in the water. Staff use this 
experience well to teach early mathematics. For example, they encourage the children to
count how many puddles they jump in and to estimate the sizes of the puddles. Children
enjoy books and choose favourite ones to share with staff. They snuggle close to staff 
and benefit greatly from the individual attention they receive.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children independently select their own toys to play with and are eager to move outside 
to try the opportunities that are on offer. They enjoy playing outside and have plenty of 
opportunities to exercise and use their physical skills. For instance, older children learn to
catch and kick balls skilfully. Younger children learn to ride tricycles and negotiate the 
obstacles in the garden well. Children follow good hygiene procedures and know when to
wash their hands. Staff provide children with healthy snacks, such as fruit.

Outcomes for children are good

All children, including those in receipt of funding and children who speak English as an 
additional language, make good progress. Children concentrate and listen well. Children 
use their hands well to manipulate things. This is illustrated when they use the play 
dough. Younger children learn to squeeze and roll the dough in their hands, helping to 
strengthen their wrists. Older children cut and chop the dough into small pieces and 
pretend the pieces are vegetables.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY474393

Local authority Derby 

Inspection number 10106599

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 - 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person Khatoon, Rabina

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514233

Date of previous inspection 6 July 2015

Telephone number 01332 613513

Playcorner Nursery opened in 2006 and re-registered in 2014. It is situated in the 
Normanton area of Derby. The nursery is open each weekday, from 8.30am until 4pm, all 
year round, except for the week between Christmas and New Year, Eid and bank holidays.
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 
There are four members of staff, including the manager. Of these, all hold an appropriate 
early years qualification at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk


Inspection report: Playcorner Nursery, 19 July 2019 5 of 5

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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