
Long Buckby Pre 
School
Baptist Church, Market Place, Long Buckby, Northamptonshire NN6 7RR

Inspection date 16 July 2019
Previous inspection date 19 January 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Inadequate 4
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Inadequate 4

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Inadequate 4

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is inadequate

n Committee members do not have a secure understanding of their responsibilities. As a 
result, they do not fulfil their leadership and management duties effectively. They have 
not provided Ofsted with the necessary information to carry out checks to determine 
the suitability of all committee members. This compromises children's safety and 
welfare.

n The leaders for safeguarding children do not obtain and share information with other 
agencies that are involved in protecting individual children's welfare. This means they 
are not sufficiently protecting vulnerable children from harm.

n At times, staff do not notice when quieter and less-confident children seek their 
attention. They miss opportunities to help these children to join in fully with activities.  

It has the following strengths

n The manager has strong links with the local primary school. She uses these links to 
help children to make the move to school with confidence. She provides many 
opportunities for the children and teachers to get to know each other. The teachers 
come to the pre-school to stay and play with the children. The manager sets up shared
events with the local schools, such as sports days. 

n Staff keep parents well informed about their children's activities and development. 
They engage parents to support their children's learning at home. Staff recently 
encouraged parents to grow and measure sunflowers with their children. 

n Staff provide children with a stimulating and welcoming environment both indoors and 
outdoors. They help children to be independent and make their own choices. Children 
enthusiastically explore the wide range of toys and resources freely. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and Childcare 
Register the provider must:

Due date
provide Ofsted with the required information to carry out suitability
checks for all committee members

19/08/2019

improve knowledge and understanding of statutory requirements, 
especially in relation to the types of changes that must be notified 
to Ofsted

19/08/2019

ensure staff who are designated to take the lead responsibility for 
safeguarding have a secure understanding of their role and share 
information effectively with other professionals working with 
children, including social services.

19/08/2019

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n support staff to be more alert to those children who need a little more help to fully engage 
in activities.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager, a committee member, and the deputy 

manager.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their views.

Inspector
Vicky Weir
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is inadequate

Safeguarding is ineffective. The management committee does not have a thorough 
understanding of its responsibilities to meet the statutory requirements. Members of the 
management committee have failed to provide Ofsted with the required information to 
ensure suitability checks are completed. This includes members of the committee who 
are involved in the recruitment of staff, the reviewing of policies and safeguarding. This 
is a breach of legal requirements of the early years foundation stage. The designated 
safeguarding officers do not regularly gain or share information with child protection 
agencies who are involved in supporting children and their families. This means they are 
not always aware of any additional support required to help protect children from harm. 
The manager ensures the ongoing suitability of all staff. She ensures all the staff know 
the signs that may indicate a child protection concern. The manager and special 
educational needs coordinator monitor children's development well. They use this 
information to help close any gaps in children's learning. The manager regularly observes
staff to monitor their practice. She provides support that helps staff to develop their 
teaching skills. For example, some staff have improved their questioning techniques to 
help children learn. Staff express that their manager is very approachable and that she 
helps to boost their confidence. The manager encourages staff to attend training and 
develop their qualification levels. She considers the views of parents, staff and the local 
authority adviser. The manager reflects on some aspects of the provision to identify 
improvements. For example, she has created an enticing role-play provision based on 
children's interests. This has helped to enhance boys' imaginative play.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff use their accurate assessment of children's development to identify the next steps 
in their learning. They use spontaneous moments in children's play effectively to help 
them achieve these next steps. For example, during conversations that children initiate, 
staff help them to compare the length of objects, such as their feet. Staff work well 
together to provide a consistent approach that helps children to close gaps in their 
learning. For example, they help children build on their use of single words to develop 
simple phrases. Staff help children to develop their thinking and mathematical skills well.
They help children to notice the detail in patterns. This helps them to complete jigsaws 
successfully. Staff read to children in a lively and engaging way that supports their 
interest in books. They help younger children to consider the marks they make when 
painting. This all helps to support children's literacy skills well.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are inadequate

Weaknesses in leadership and management mean children's well-being and safety 
cannot be assured. Nevertheless, staff are warm and friendly in their interactions with 
children. They help children to adopt a healthy lifestyle. Children gain plenty of fresh air 
and exercise in the garden area. They climb, run and use ride-on toys. Staff explain to 
children that they will be strong if they eat healthy food. They teach children how to play
safely and how to consider the consequences of their actions. For example, when 
children are moving backwards on the ride-on toys, they learn to look behind them. They
know that this will help to prevent an accident. Staff teach children to welcome other 
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children into their play and share toys. Children behave well. 

Outcomes for children are good

The manager ensures effective use of additional funding for specific children. This 
enables these children to strengthen areas in their individual learning. Children gain key 
skills that prepare them well for future learning and for starting school. They gain secure
literacy and mathematical skills. Older children learn to read numbers and match these 
to the correct quantities. They confidently read their names. Younger children gain 
secure communication and physical skills. They use describing words such as 'shiny'. 
Older children confidently explain their ideas. For example, they say, 'If it's not shiny 
then it means it's not a real crystal'. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number 220210

Local authority Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10072584

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Long Buckby Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908419

Date of previous inspection 19 January 2016

Telephone number 01327 844785

Long Buckby Pre School registered in 1971. The pre-school employs six members of 
childcare staff, five of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications. The pre-school 
opens from 9am to 3pm, Monday to Thursday, during term time only. It provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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