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Askham Bryan College Governing Body

Monitoring visit
Inspected under the social care common inspection framework

Information about this further education college with
residential accommodation

Askham Bryan College is a specialist land-based college with six centres across the
north of England. The two residential campuses, which offer accommodation to 16-
and 17-year-olds as well as over-18s, are in the villages of Askham Bryan and
Newton Rigg. The on-site facilities include a wildlife and conservation park,
equestrian centre, engineering workshops and farms.

The college offers students entry-level courses, apprenticeships and diplomas at
different levels through to BSc degrees with honours. There is a large range of
courses available, including agriculture, animal management, arboriculture,
countryside and the environment, engineering, equine, horticulture, sport and
uniformed public services.

Inspection date: 12 June 2019

This monitoring visit

Inspectors from the further education and skills and social care remits carried out a
one-day visit to the college as a result of information that Ofsted received. Following
this visit, a separate further education and skills report was completed.

The leaders, managers and staff team work together to ensure the safety and well-
being of learners in residential accommodation. Students feel safe living on the
campus due to the practical safeguarding arrangements. This includes the use of
individual key fobs so students can only gain access to their own residential floor
and room. These systems also provide staff with information about students’
whereabouts.

The head warden and wardening team provide both practical and emotional support.
Students feel safe knowing that wardens and security staff patrol the site at night.
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Students are aware of their curfew time and feel safe due to the small size of the
campus. The wardens also provide students with someone to speak to out of college
hours.

There is a clear behaviour management policy that students respect and follow. This
outlines clear expectations about standards of behaviour. Achievements are also
recognised by the students gaining rewards, such as extra horse-riding lessons.

The college recognised a rise in emotional and mental health problems for this age
group. This is because for some, this is the first time they have stayed away from
home. A well-being coordinator is available to signpost students to receive additional
emotional support. The use of contracted counsellors also means that students get a
timely response at times of crisis. Many students spoke about teaching staff having
an open-door policy if they need extra help with their coursework.

Date of last inspection: 28 to 30 January 2019
Information about this inspection
Using the ‘Social care common inspection framework’, this inspection was carried out

under the Children Act 1989 to monitor the service, and to consider how well it
complies with the national minimum standards.
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Further education college with residential
accommodation details

Social care unique reference number: SC040955
Acting CEO: Dr Tim Whitaker

Inspectors

Tracey Mace-Akroyd, HMI
Tina Ruffles, social care inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects
services for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team,
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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