
Fenwood House 
Community Nursery
Swinton Academy, East Avenue, Mexborough, Rotherham S64 8JW

Inspection date 2 July 2019
Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Not applicable  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Leaders and staff demonstrate vigilance in promoting children's welfare. Their work 
with partner agencies to keep children safe is very effective. 

n Leaders and staff present an inclusive environment for all children and families. They 
work in partnership with other professionals to effectively support children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. All children, including those in receipt of funding, 
make good individual progress in their learning and development from their starting 
points.

n Leaders monitor children's progress effectively and target areas for improvement in a 
timely way. They have recently considered ways to support children's development in 
mathematics further. Gaps in children's understanding of number are now closing.

n Staff support children's moves within the nursery and on to school. Children are 
emotionally and educationally well prepared for their next stage in learning. 

n Staff acknowledge children's home cultures well. Children gain very positive attitudes 
as they learn about the lives of people who are familiar to them.

n Performance management arrangements for staff do not focus sharply on how they can
raise practice to an outstanding level.  

n At times, staff do not observe and listen to older children carefully to reshape adult-led 
activities, and challenge and extend their learning effectively.

n Although staff have good working relationships with parents they do not routinely 
exchange detailed information to support children's learning at home.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n sharpen evaluations of staff's performance to rigorously target how their practice can be 
raised to an outstanding level 

n support staff to be more perceptive to older children's emerging interests and to make the 
most of spontaneous teaching opportunities that build on their learning further and 
challenge them to make rapid progress 

n share information with parents more regularly about what children are learning to help 
them guide their children's achievement at home.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection. 
n The inspector completed joint observations with the deputy manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.

Inspector
Jane Tucker
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Leaders and staff know how to identify
and support children who may be at risk from abuse or neglect. They have a good 
understanding of the procedures to follow to keep children safe from extreme views and 
behaviours. Leaders implement secure recruitment procedures to help ensure staff's 
suitability to work with children. They, and their staff, regularly attend training and 
review the quality of the nursery provision. As a result, children now have more 
opportunities to use their imagination and explore with natural materials outdoors. 
Leaders and staff are proactive in making positive changes that benefit children well. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Older children enjoy creative activities and independently choose from a range of 
resources to decorate their 'fish'. They show how they can concentrate and confidently 
use one-handed tools, such as scissors, to cut paper. Older children call out 'I did it', 
showing pride in their own achievements, and staff offer praise for their 'fantastic 
cutting'. Boys fill up water toys and take aim to knock over plastic bottles. Staff find 
exciting ways to help children develop their hand-to-eye coordination skills and small 
muscles in preparation for later writing. Older children listen with interest to stories and 
staff encourage them to recall events from the book. Toddlers happily sing songs and 
staff enrich this learning with signs and actions for them to copy. Staff support all 
children's communication, language and literacy skills well.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff support children's personal, social and emotional development very well. They 
provide purposeful play and talk with children about the importance of friendships, 
teamwork and sharing. Children of all ages are confident and behave very well. They 
benefit greatly from physical activity and daily fresh air. Toddlers squat with steadiness to
pick up and stack soft play cubes on top of each other. They show good control and co-
ordination in large and small movements. Children learn how to lead a healthy lifestyle. 
Staff ensure that children follow high standards of hygiene practice at all times. Children 
have options to enjoy a healthy packed lunch from home or eat a hot nutritious meal. 

Outcomes for children are good

Toddlers find their photograph on arrival and independently put this on their coat peg. 
They have opportunities to twist and make large and small movements as they excitedly 
swirl bubble wands outdoors. Older children use tweezers to pick up resources and 
manipulate play dough. They are confident to start conversations with adults and speak 
about their 'new school' and express how they will be 'big boys soon'. Children gain the 
key skills they will need for their future education.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY543516

Local authority Rotherham

Inspection number 10090237

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 106

Name of registered person Fenwood House Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900853

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Telephone number 01709 572055

Fenwood House Community Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery employs 12 
members of childcare staff, 11 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level
2 or above and one is unqualified. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.  

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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