
Childminder report

Inspection date 17 June 2019
Previous inspection date 21 March 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The childminder ensures children feel emotionally secure. She talks to older children 
about their move to school, for example discussing classroom routines. Younger 
children attend 'settle' sessions. This helps all children become familiar with their 
surroundings and the structure of the day.

n The arrangements for monitoring children's progress are effective. The childminder and
her assistant make accurate assessments of children's development. They plan fun 
activities that help to meet children's learning needs.

n The childminder has made positive links with other professionals. She shares relevant 
information about children's progress to ensure continuity in their development. 

n Children learn to investigate and explore science activities. Older children discover they 
can mould porridge oats into a ball when they add water. Younger children enjoy 
scooping up dry oats. They watch with interest and curiosity as they tip them from 
their spoon.

n Children have strong opportunities to be active and explore the outdoors. For example, 
they visit the zoo, aquarium and take trips to the seaside with the childminder. This 
helps to support their physical well-being.

n The childminder and her assistant reflect well on their practice. They use their system 
for self-evaluation effectively to make good improvements to benefit children. For 
instance, children learn how to sew and thread.

n Occasionally, older children's mathematical activities lack challenge. The childminder 
misses some opportunities to encourage children to solve mathematical problems and 
develop their understanding of three-dimensional shapes.

n Opportunities to support children's progress at home are not always consistent. 
Activities do not always build on children's next steps in learning as well as they could, 
in order to support children's development further.  



Inspection report: Childminder report, 17 June 2019 2 of 5

What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n provide further challenges for older children to extend their understanding of mathematical
concepts even more

n tailor activities more precisely between home and the provision to help build on what 
children already know and can do.

Inspection activities

n The inspector held a joint observation with the childminder.
n The inspector looked at various documentation, including safeguarding policies, training

certificates and children's assessment records.
n The inspector spoke to the children, the childminder's assistant and the childminder at 

appropriate times during the day.
n The inspector read written statements from parents to establish their views of the 

provision.
n The inspector observed a variety of activities and the interactions between the 

childminder, children and her assistant.

Inspector
Joanne Steward
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The childminder and her assistant have a strong understanding
of child protection procedures and know how to make a referral should a child be at risk.
The childminder carries out frequent supervision meetings with her assistant to identify 
training needs to enhance her already good teaching practice. The childminder and her 
assistant ensure their professional development is up to date and used effectively to 
support children's development. For example, they have extended their collection of 
everyday objects to stimulate children's senses further. The childminder and her assistant
have a good understanding of how children learn and develop. They use their knowledge
well to ensure they provide children with a broad range of experiences that help them to
make rapid progress.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The childminder and her assistant have a good understanding of children's interests. 
They plan stimulating activities and differentiate them well to meet children's individual 
needs. For example, all children enjoy making a train collage. Younger children glue 
shapes onto paper and learn to recognise a variety of colours. Older children write 
recognisable letters on their carriages. All children enjoy making train tracks with chalk 
outside, supporting their early writing skills well. They enjoy building wooden train tracks
and listening to their favourite train stories. In addition, children take frequent trips on a 
real train with the childminder to help consolidate their learning effectively. The 
childminder and her assistant make detailed observations of children's progress and use 
these well to support their assessment process.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children behave well. Older children show care and consideration for the younger ones, 
such as providing them with drinks and sharing resources. All children develop a secure 
understanding of rules, such as tidying away toys when they have finished playing. 
Children are encouraged to be independent learners. For example, they confidently 
prepare their own snack and demonstrate good self-care skills. Children learn about 
different types of fruit, such as cherries, pineapples, grapes and nectarines. They feel 
the texture of fruit stones and discuss their experiences of strawberry picking, helping 
them to learn about the world around them. The childminder supports children's 
understanding of different occupations. For instance, children pretend to be doctors and 
nurses. They enjoy placing bandages on their friends and pretending to take the 
childminder's temperature.

Outcomes for children are good

Children are confident and inquisitive learners who have made good progress from their 
starting points. Younger children join in with their favourite rhymes and older children 
have acquired a good repertoire of songs, supporting children's creative development 
well. Children gain a wide range of skills that help prepare them for their next stage of 
learning and for their eventual move to school. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY266576

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10062228

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 - 7

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 15

Date of previous inspection 21 March 2016

The childminder registered in 2003. She lives in Callington, Cornwall. The childminder 
provides care Monday to Friday from 7.45am to 5pm, all year round. The childminder 
offers free early education funding for children aged two, three and four years. She 
employs her daughter as her assistant. Both the childminder and her assistant hold a level
3 qualification in childcare.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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