
Hopscotch Nursery
The Old School, Church Street, Seaford, East Sussex BN25 1HH

Inspection date 13 June 2019
Previous inspection date 11 April 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Outstanding 1
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Outstanding 1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is outstanding

n Staff provide an impressive and exciting range of activities in this exceptional nursery. 
They plan innovative teaching opportunities, such as in the imagination playroom, to 
fully extend children's learning and development. Children are highly motivated and 
completely engaged in learning. 

n Staff have an excellent focus on helping children develop outstanding communication 
skills. Babies and toddlers join in spontaneous songs and a wealth of cosy stories to 
help develop new words. Older children confidently talk in-depth about their activities 
to friends and adults.

n Staff nurture children's all-round development superbly well with excellent care that 
supports their individual emotional needs. Staff and parents work together to help 
children through development milestones, such as potty training.

n Managers and staff work very effectively with parents and other professionals to ensure
they quickly identify and meet children's needs to a very high degree. All children make
rapid progress in their learning and development. In particular, those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities make very substantial progress.

n Managers and directors continually review practice, identify training needs and provide 
high-quality professional development for staff. This helps to ensure consistency in 
practice and high standards. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n continue to review and improve the opportunities for teaching and learning in technology.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact of this on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and discussed her 
supervision of staff.

n The inspector engaged in discussions with the managers and a director about all 
aspects of nursery practice. She sampled documentation including the safeguarding 
policy and records of children's progress.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents and took their views into account.
n The inspector spoke to the children and staff. 

Inspector
Sue Suleyman
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is outstanding

Managers demonstrate a passionate commitment to maintaining the high-quality 
nursery. They accurately evaluate the provision to help identify specific aspects they 
would like to enhance. For example, changes to the wonderful garden have produced 
even more exciting spaces for children to explore, such as the area for mud play and 
growing plants to eat. The impressive management team monitors all aspects of the 
nursery, including children's progress, exceptionally closely. This enables them to see any
gaps and make changes quickly. Managers and staff have begun to implement measures
to increase children's access to technology and to improve outcomes in this area. 
Managers target additional funding very effectively to maximize the benefit for the 
children. Safeguarding is effective. Staff receive high levels of training and have an 
excellent, up-to-date knowledge of how to deal with any concerns about children's 
welfare.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

Staff plan superbly for the individual next steps in every child's learning based on 
accurate assessments and sharply focused observations. Staff are deployed exceptionally
well across the nursery. Children are extremely well supported in all activities by the 
knowledgeable staff. They expertly guide children's learning with skilful questioning to 
support thinking, make connections and solve problems. Children are active, enthusiastic
learners as staff inspire their curiosity and imagination. Babies explore the sounds made 
by exciting bottles, as they push, roll and shake them. Older children delight in 
recognising letter sounds and excitedly make hand actions for each sound. Staff 
encourage them further to sound out and write simple words.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Children readily show the attentive staff what they have achieved as they play. They 
receive an immense amount of praise and encouragement. This is extremely effective in 
supporting children's high self-esteem and confidence in trying new activities. Staff 
consistently help children to understand their feelings and behave well. For example, 
toddlers confidently use face masks and sign, to show that they are happy. Staff make 
exceptional use of the local community to help children learn about their environment 
and understand the differences between people. For example, children join in games 
with residents of a care home and buy food in the French market. Children's awareness 
of healthy living is fully encouraged. Staff make brilliant use of all opportunities, such as 
in the soft-play room, to help children move in different ways. Children develop excellent
physical skills.

Outcomes for children are outstanding

Children concentrate for exceptional periods of time as they develop their play. They 
manage their own risks and persevere when things don't work first time, such as cutting 
ribbons for collage. They can sit still, listen and join in extremely well in a group situation
such as story time. Older children are highly skilled in counting and adding numbers 
together. Children develop excellent attitudes to learning and are exceptionally well 
prepared for their next stage in learning, including school. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY455749

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10062837

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 - 4

Total number of places 92

Number of children on roll 172

Name of registered person ACPH Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532126

Date of previous inspection 11 April 2016

Telephone number 01323 492 123

Hopscotch Nursery in Seaford registered in 2012. It is open each weekday from 7.30am to
6pm for 51 weeks of the year. The nursery receives funding to provide free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. There are 19 staff; of these, one is 
a qualified teacher and 10 have appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or above. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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