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Islamic Shakhsiyah Foundation 
Cippenham Lodge, Cippenham Lane, Slough, Berkshire SL1 5AN 

 

Inspection dates 15 May 2019 

Overall outcome 

The school is likely to meet the relevant 

independent school standards if the 

material change relating to the school 

provision is implemented 

 

Main inspection findings 

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils 

Paragraphs 11, 12, 16, 16(a), 16(b) 

 The school has a clearly written health and safety policy which is available on its 
website. The policy is detailed and suitably updated for the new building. Health and 
safety are a priority for leaders and staff. 

 The school’s safeguarding policy is also available on the school’s website. The 
safeguarding policy takes into account the most recent government requirements. 
Safeguarding is strongly supported across the school. 

 The school has nine paediatric first aiders and all staff have undergone rigorous 
safeguarding training. Senior leaders have attended safer recruitment training, fire 
safety training, and health and safety at work training. 

 Fire safety measures are in place and records are well kept. Fire wardens have 
received helpful training to undertake effectively their roles and responsibilities. A fire 
risk assessment inspection was carried out at the start of the month and all 
recommendations are addressed.  

 Leaders ensure that appropriate checks and tests ensure that fire equipment is in 
good working order and complies with fire safety regulations. A fire evacuation 
practice has already been successfully completed at the new premises. Weekly tests 
are undertaken on fire alarms and fire extinguishers. 

 In the very short time since the school moved to the new premises, leaders have 
worked meticulously to ensure that the site complies with relevant health and safety 
requirements. The work is well planned and underpinned by a detailed and extensive 
written risk assessment policy.  

 There are effective risk assessments in place for pupils, for the school site and for 
external activities. Pupils’ welfare, well-being and safety are effectively and actively 
supported by the depth and breadth of leaders’ thinking in terms of minimising risk for 
all pupils. 

 The standards in this part are likely to continue to be met by the school if the 
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implementation of the material change is approved. 

Part 5. Premises of and accommodation at schools 

Paragraphs 22, 23(1), 23(1)(a), 23(1)(b), 23(1)(c), 23(2), 24(1), 24(1)(a), 24(1)(b), 24(2), 
25, 26, 27, 27(a), 27(b), 28(1), 28(1)(a), 28(1)(b), 28(1)(c), 28(1)(d), 28(2), 28(2)(a), 
28(2)(b), 29(1), 29(1)(a), 29(1)(b) 

 The site is spacious and maintained to a high standard. A rigorous programme of 
adaptions has been successfully implemented and further adjustments are planned to 
provide more toilets for younger pupils and a more appropriately sited medical room. 

 At the time of the inspection, all the requirements were met but detailed longer-term 
planning is also in place offering enhanced external security and changes to classroom 
configurations. 

 The premises consist of a grade II listed building dating from 1709. The building was 
formerly a manor house and more recently used as a business centre for a market 
research company.  

 The main building consists of eight classrooms, spacious meeting rooms, a staff room, 
offices and a temporary, but sufficient, medical room with facilities for the short-term 
care of any pupil who may be unwell.  

 There are lockable storage facilities available for medication and toilet facilities are 
close by. Plans to move the room to a more suitable space are written and work will 
commence in the summer holidays. There are appropriate toilet and washing facilities 
for boys and girls. 

 There are enough teaching spaces to accommodate the school’s planned curriculum, 
including English, mathematics, science, humanities, arts, computing, personal and 
social development and physical education. There is sufficient outside space for play 
and recreation. Physical activity is supplemented by supervised visits to the park. 

 Leaders have already carried out some minor refurbishment work to fully meet the 
requirements of the independent school standards such as signposting and secure 
perimeter fencing. The building is suitably decorated and carpeted throughout.  

 The premises are protected. Reception arrangements are well considered and ensure 
secure entry. The premises meet all requirements related to acoustics, lighting and 
the provision of hot and cold water. Drinking water is always accessible in the kitchen 
areas and provided by staff when needed. 

 The school is likely to meet all the standards in this part if the Department for 
Education (DfE) decides to approve implementation of the material change.  

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools 

Paragraphs 34(1), 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b), 34(1)(c) 

 Leaders have worked diligently to relocate to new and appropriate premises. Leaders 
have ensured that all the relevant standards related to the requested material change 
are likely to be met. Leaders have a good understanding of the independent school 
standards.  

 The headteacher and chair of trustees have a clear vision for the school and high 
expectations for pupils. Leaders demonstrate strong knowledge and understanding of 
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the learning needs and provision for pupils. Safeguarding and pupils’ welfare are 
central to the work of the school. Leaders have identified that there is a need for 
continuing refurbishment which is well planned and timetabled.  

 The standards in this part are likely to be met if the request for the material change is 
approved. 

Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 

 The school has an updated accessibility plan in place. There is a disabled toilet and 
access to the ground floor of the building for wheelchair users. Parking spaces are 
provided close to the front entrance.  

 The school meets its responsibilities under the Equality Act 2010. 

 
   
Compliance with regulatory requirements  
 
The school is likely to meet the requirements of the schedule to the Education 
(Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 (‘the independent school standards’) 
and associated requirements that are relevant to the material change. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 134085 

 
DfE registration number 871/6003 

 
Inspection number 10104020 

This inspection was carried out under section 162(4) of the Education Act 2002, the 
purpose of which is to advise the Secretary of State for Education about the school’s 
compliance with the independent school standards relevant to the material change that 
the school has applied to make. 

Type of school Other independent school  

 
School status Independent school 

 
Proprietor Chair of trustees 

 
Chair Farah Ahmed 

 
Headteacher Tahreem Sabir 

 
Annual fees (day pupils) £3,480–£4,020  

 
Telephone number 01753 518 000 

 
Website isf.education 

 
Email address mail-slough@isfnet.org.uk 

 
Date of previous standard inspection 10–12 October 2017 

 
Pupils 

 
School’s current 
position 

School’s 
proposal 

Inspector’s 
recommendation 

 
Age range of pupils 3 to 11 Not applicable Not applicable 

 
Number of pupils on the 
school roll 

90 150 Not applicable 

 
Pupils 

 School’s current position School’s proposal 

 
Gender of pupils Mixed Not applicable 
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Number of full-time pupils 
of compulsory school age 

90 105 

 
Number of part-time pupils 0 30 

 
Number of pupils with 
special educational needs 
and/or disabilities 

0 Not applicable 

 

Of which, number of pupils 
with an education, health 
and care plan 

0 Not applicable 

 

Of which, number of pupils 
paid for by a local authority 
with an education, health 
and care plan 

0 Not applicable 

 

Staff 

 School’s current position School’s proposal 

 
Number of full-time 
equivalent teaching staff 

10 14 

 
Number of part-time 
teaching staff 

0 Not applicable 

 
Number of staff in the 
welfare provision 

0 Not applicable 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The Islamic Shakhsiyah Foundation primary school opened in Slough in September 

2002. It shares trustees and some senior managers with its partner school in 
Haringey. Each school has its own headteacher. 

 The school was previously housed on a temporary site in Ladbroke Road, Slough, until 
March 2019 when trustees obtained the lease for the present building. The school is 
presently raising funds to purchase the freehold of the building.  

 The school has a strong Islamic ethos, reflecting the principles of Shakhsiyah 
education, which underpins its curriculum and teaching approaches.  

 At the time of the inspection, there were 90 pupils on roll with very small numbers of 
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pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities.  

 The last independent inspection took place in October 2017. 

 At the time of the inspection, the school had been on the present site for six weeks. 
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Information about this inspection 
 
 The inspection was commissioned by the Department for Education (DfE) to consider 

the school’s application for a material change to its registration. The proprietor wishes 
to make use of new premises in Cippenham Lane, Slough SL1 5AN. 

 The DfE requested that the inspector consider whether the independent school 
standards contained within Parts 3, 5 and 8 would be likely to be met if the material 
change is implemented. 

 The inspector met with the headteacher and chair of trustees of the Islamic 
Shakhsiyah Foundation Trust. He toured the premises and reviewed a range of key 
documents including policies on safeguarding, health and safety, fire safety and risk 
assessments. 

 The inspector also spoke with the previous tenant of the building and looked at an 
externally produced fire risk assessment as well as leaders’ detailed risk assessments 
of the school premises. 

 

Inspection team 
 
Paul Metcalf, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s 
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send 
you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

Parent View 
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information 

parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the 

inspection. 

 
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. 

You can visitwww.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: 

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 

and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, 

safeguarding and child protection. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 

terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-

government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 

or email:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

This publication is available at www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 4234 
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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