
Childminder report

Inspection date 31 May 2019
Previous inspection date 23 June 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Inadequate 4
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Inadequate 4

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Inadequate 4

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Inadequate 4

Outcomes for children Inadequate 4

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is inadequate

n The childminder does not have a sufficient understanding of some aspects of 
safeguarding and fails to protect children appropriately. These weaknesses are also a 
breach of the Childcare Register.

n There has been a significant decline in the quality of the childminder's practice since 
the last inspection. The childminder does not supervise children appropriately to ensure
their needs are met. Risk assessments are not thorough enough to ensure children are 
kept safe.

n The childminder demonstrates limited knowledge of the learning and development 
requirements of the early years foundation stage. She does not plan activities to take 
account of the different ways in which children learn. This has a significant impact on 
her ability to promote children's learning effectively.

n The childminder's observations and assessment of children's learning and development 
are not accurate or used effectively enough to ensure children make good progress. 
Activities offered do not provide levels of challenge which are always correctly matched
to children's age and stage of development. This is partly due to the childminder's lack 
of understanding of how young children learn.  

n The childminder does not evaluate her provision effectively. She fails to recognise 
breaches of requirements for the Early Years Register and Childcare Register and how 
this has a negative impact on children's care and learning.

It has the following strengths

n The childminder provides opportunities for children to develop their physical skills. For 
example, they go outside daily and take part in trips to play centres and parks.

n Children are generally happy and behave well. The childminder praises their good 
behaviour and this builds their confidence and self-esteem. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and Childcare 
Register the provider must:

Due date
ensure effective safeguarding procedures are in place to help 
protect children and keep them safe, particularly in relation to 
supervision of children at all times

10/06/2019

improve risk assessments and identify aspects of the home that 
need to be checked on a regular basis to remove or minimise risks 
and hazards to children

10/06/2019

improve hygiene practice in order to protect children from the risk 
of infection and to teach them why good hygiene routines are 
important in order to maintain their good health

10/06/2019

improve knowledge and understanding of the learning and 
development requirements, including how to use observation and 
assessment to track children's development and plan for their next 
steps

30/08/2019

develop effective teaching practices so that play becomes 
meaningful and children learn from a range of age-appropriate 
exciting experiences

10/06/2019

develop ways in which children's speech and language are 
improved, with particular regard to developing children's thinking 
during discussion.

10/06/2019

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n improve the use of self-evaluation in order to bring about continuous improvement in 
practice and prevent breaches in requirements.

Inspection activities
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n The inspector had a tour of the areas of the premises used for childminding.
n The inspector spoke to children and the childminder at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation related to the provision for children's 

welfare and learning, including the childminder's first-aid certificate.
n The inspector watched a planned activity and discussed the learning with the 

childminder.
n The inspector talked to the childminder about how children are developing and their 

identified next steps for development.

Inspector
Rubina Nijabat
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is inadequate

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective. The childminder's poor 
understanding of requirements has resulted in a number of breaches that have a 
significant impact on children's learning and well-being. Risk assessments of the 
childminder's home are not thorough enough, therefore the risks of accidents to children
are increased. Not enough consideration is given to everyday appliances that children 
can easily reach by climbing on low-level furniture. This puts children at risk of harm. In 
addition, on occasions the childminder does not supervise children effectively to ensure 
their safety or to know what they are doing. However, the childminder's understanding of
how to report and identify concerns is secure. The childminder is open to suggestions 
and advice, yet self-evaluation processes are poor. Some weaknesses have been 
identified, but actions taken to address them so far are weak. The childminder tracks the
progress children make. However, information gained from observations and 
assessments is inconsistent, and not accurate. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is inadequate

The childminder does not support children's learning and development successfully. She 
sits alongside children but does not interact effectively with them. The childminder 
misses opportunities to enhance children's learning and develop their speech and 
language. She does not focus her teaching on what children need to learn next. In 
addition, the childminder, does not recognise all of the areas of learning that can be 
incorporated into activities in order to develop young children's focus, engagement and 
challenge. However, the childminder does provide some resources that children enjoy. 
Children become engaged and focused in their play with construction and explore a 
range of musical instruments.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are inadequate

Weaknesses in safeguarding practice mean children's safety and welfare are not 
promoted. The childminder on occasions leaves children to play unsupervised in places 
such as the bathroom. Risk assessments are not effective; cables attached to a low-
hanging television present as a hazard to children. Despite the childminder's home being
tidy and clean, she sometimes follows poor hygiene practices. For example, nappy 
change routines do not always promote children's good health. The childminder cleans 
children's faces while changing their nappy, and does this before washing her hands. In 
addition, the childminder does not make effective use of opportunities to teach children 
why handwashing before eating is important. This also limits the opportunities for 
children to learn how to be independent and manage their own needs. This said, the 
childminder offers children daily opportunities to go out and learn about their local 
community and develop their physical skills. The childminder's home is generally well 
resourced, yet children are not provided with enough age-appropriate play activities to 
develop their curiosity, writing and creative skills.

Outcomes for children are inadequate

The childminder's practice does not help children learn how to keep themselves safe and
healthy. Children are not learning the necessary self-care skills to ensure that they are 
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well prepared for their next stage of learning. Nonetheless, children are developing in 
confidence as they happily speak to visitors. They show interest and explore resources 
such as small vehicles and slotting chunky puzzles.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY462255

Local authority London Borough of Waltham Forest 

Inspection number 10075449

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 - 8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 3

Date of previous inspection 23 June 2016

The childminder registered in 2013. She lives in Walthamstow in the London Borough of 
Waltham Forest. She operates her service from Monday to Friday, from 8am until 6pm, all 
year round, apart from bank holidays and her own holidays.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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