
Finkley Down Farm 
Nursery And Pre School
Coppin, Finkley Down, Andover SP11 6NF

Inspection date 14 May 2019
Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Not applicable  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Children are happy, settle well and make good progress in their learning and 
development. Children show that they are at ease within the nursery and explore the 
environment well, demonstrating that they feel safe.

n Staff support the children well and naturally encourage them to have their own ideas 
and make choices. For example, children choose where to play, inside or out, and what
clothing they need to wear. This helps children to develop their own self-awareness for 
emotional development.   

n Staff maintain the key-person approach well and they ensure that they are fully 
knowledgeable about each child's day. For example, staff are aware what the children 
have eaten and how they are progressing in their learning, which helps them to 
support outcomes for children. 

n Staff support children's communication and language skills inclusively. For instance, 
they use sign language with the children to help them all communicate together. 

n Staff plan and provide a wide range of activities. However, at times during planned 
adult-led group activities, staff do not encourage children to be fully involved. 

n The management team supports staff well, offering a good range of professional 
development opportunities and regular supervisions. However, at times the monitoring 
of staff practice is not sharply focused on further developing staff's teaching skills, to 
help raise children's attainments to the highest possible level.  

n The management team and staff have strong partnerships with parents and other 
professionals. This promotes continuity in care in supporting children's individual and 
learning needs.

n Recruitment processes are effective in ensuring staff working with the children are safe
and suitable to do so. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n make more effective use of reflective practice opportunities to help staff develop a more 
expert knowledge of teaching and learning to raise the practice to a higher level

n make better use of adult-led group activities so that all children have more opportunities to
participate and be involved.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed activities available to children inside and outdoors, and 
accompanied the children to the farm.

n The inspector observed relationships and interactions between children and staff. 
n The inspector asked staff questions about their work and discussed individual children 

with key persons. The inspector observed practice with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to available parents about their views and opinions of the 

provision, and considered these along with the emails of support sent in for the 
inspection. 

n The inspector sampled documentation. 

Inspector
Tracy Bartholomew
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. Staff understand the signs of children at risk and know what to
do if they are worried about a child's welfare, including who to report concerns to. They 
are well deployed to meet the needs of the children and they work well together to 
create a friendly nursery atmosphere. Staff have opportunities to advance and develop 
their skills through training. For instance, some have attended training on understanding 
children with additional needs. This has helped staff to understand how all children 
develop differently. Parents comment highly on the staff and their children's experiences 
at the nursery. Such as, 'the staff are amazing' and offer a 'safety net', they are 'kind, 
supportive and bring a sense of a family feel to the nursery, which breeds a happy 
environment'.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff regularly complete observations and assessments of children's learning and share 
these effectively with parents. All parents are encouraged to contribute information 
about their child's home learning, through an online system. This promotes an effective 
joint approach to children's development. The management team tracks all children's 
progress and monitors development successfully, including for those children with 
English as an additional language. This helps the team to implement further support as 
needed. Staff skilfully help children to be independent to help prepare them for their 
eventual move on to school. For instance, children self-serve their drinks and breakfast 
from the mini-kitchen area and they confidently choose their own play with ease. Staff 
build on children's ideas well and support children's imagination purposefully. For 
example, children who enjoy using media and materials to create pictures of fish and 
sharks have fun opportunities to make fishing lines to use in their imaginary play. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children behave well and follow the rules and boundaries of the nursery. They develop 
good social skills and are building meaningful friendships. For example, they play happily
together and share resources effectively. Children's personal hygiene and toileting needs 
are well managed by staff. Staff provide children with freshly prepared and well-balanced
meals and snacks, which meet their individual dietary needs. Children have good 
opportunities to develop a strong understanding about the natural world around them. 
For instance, they visit the local farm daily to see the different types of animals. Staff 
provide children with a variety of opportunities to be physically active. For example, 
children have fun managing risks as they negotiate wheeled toys down and around the 
hill.  

Outcomes for children are good

Children show enthusiasm and interest for learning. For instance, all children enjoy 
exploring with different sensory materials, such as soil, and enthusiastically hunt for 
worms to go into their wormery. Older children gain valuable skills ready for school, 
including a knowledge of numbers and letters.  
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY547581

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10103573

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 92

Name of registered person Dennis, Alison Claire

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547580

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Telephone number 01264 360505

Finkley Down Farm Nursery And Pre School registered in 2017. It is located in the grounds
of Finkley Down Farm in Andover, Hampshire. The nursery opens from 7.30am to 6pm all 
year round. There are 19 staff employed at the setting. Of these 14 staff have relevant 
early years qualifications at level 2 or above.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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