
Iford Bridge Nursery & 
Pre-School
10a Old Bridge Road, Iford, BOURNEMOUTH BH6 5RG

Inspection date 9 May 2019
Previous inspection date 8 March 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The manager is very well organised, which helps her to run the setting efficiently. She 
works hard to provide children with a welcoming, safe and interesting place to play and
learn.

n Children arrive happy and keen to spend time with their friends. Staff show a genuine 
interest in children's discussion and play. This helps to create a warm and relaxed 
environment. Children are eager to participate and display good behaviour and social 
skills.

n Children make choices about where they play and how they use resources. Staff plan a 
wide range of interesting activities and new experiences to engage children's curiosity 
and build on their interests, to ensure positive outcomes.

n Staff work well with parents to help them understand how to further support children's 
learning at home. They have many ways to share information about their children's 
learning and development. Parents speak highly of the setting.

n Highly effective arrangements help to secure early intervention for children, when 
required. Strong partnerships with schools, external agencies and services helps staff 
to understand and meet children's individual needs.

n On occasions, staff do not challenge children to think and they ask too many questions 
that require a simple answer. 

n The manager does not evaluate the impact of staff practice rigorously enough to raise 
the level even higher.



Inspection report: Iford Bridge Nursery & Pre-School, 9 May 2019 2 of 5

What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n enhance questioning skills and provide even better opportunities for children to think, 
respond and share their own ideas

n evaluate the impact of staff practice with more rigour to enhance the quality of teaching to
an even higher level.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and spoke with staff and children 
during the inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff 

working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their views.

Inspector
Rachel Cornish
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The manager ensures that staff have a secure understanding 
of the action to take should they have any concerns about children's protection. There 
are effective procedures in place to closely monitor access into the nursery. For example,
staff keep external doors locked and they individually welcome parents and visitors. The 
manager obtains the views of children, parents and staff to help identify how the nursery
can continuously improve. For instance, she has introduced changes to the way staff 
plan for children's learning to ensure that they make good progress. The manager 
provides staff with regular professional development opportunities. For example, staff 
have undertaken communication and language training, and use their knowledge well to 
support the development of children's speech.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff complete precise observations of children's development and track children's 
progress well. They identify and swiftly address any learning gaps for individual children.
Staff talk to children about how to plant seeds and tend to them. They listen to children 
and follow their lead. For example, during the planting activity, older children found a 
snail and staff redirected play well to allow children to learn about minibeasts. Staff 
consistently read to children, chat and count with them. This supports children's 
communication and early mathematical skills. The staff play alongside the children, at 
their level and encourage them to explore. They use their understanding of children's 
individual personalities and capabilities to provide activities to suit children's learning and
development. For example, younger children concentrate for long periods as they 
investigate different locks and bolts, developing their small-muscle skills.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff are attentive and kind. They sensitively help children understand how to behave. 
Children are polite, well mannered, listen to staff and share. Staff find out about 
children's needs, likes and interests before they start. This helps children to settle well 
and form positive relationships. Staff welcome parents to share their family's celebrations
with the other children, to help them learn about different cultures. Children have plenty 
of opportunities to be active outdoors. For example, older children enjoy developing their
emerging physical skills, such as balancing and riding bicycles. Younger children 
independently explore resources that interest them, such as one-handed tools to 
encourage muscle development and finger control. Children benefit from healthy and 
freshly cooked meals that meet their individual dietary needs.

Outcomes for children are good

Children are curious learners and are keen to take part in activities. They learn a good 
range of skills that prepare them well for their next stage in learning and school. Older 
children imitate real-life situations when playing in the role-play areas. For instance, they
become 'doctors' and apply bandages to make people feel better. Younger children listen 
attentively to stories and join in with familiar songs and nursery rhymes. All children, 
including those who speak English as an additional language, make good progress from 
their starting points.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY467978

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10075552

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Bannister, Emma Jane

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902976

Date of previous inspection 8 March 2016

Telephone number 01202950989

Iford Bridge Nursery & Pre-School registered in 2013 and is located in Bournemouth. The 
nursery operates Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, 50 weeks of the year. A team of 
five staff work with the children, including the owner/manager. Of these, one has an early
years qualification at level 7, two at level 4 and two have a level 3 qualification. The 
nursery receives funding to provide free early years education for children aged two, 
three and four years.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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