
Little Learners Ltd.
Little Learners, Day Centre, Sandwell Business Development Centre, 
Oldbury Road, SMETHWICK, West Midlands B66 1NN

Inspection date 25 April 2019
Previous inspection date 21 July 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The nursery benefits from a solid and cohesive management team. The providers are 
hands on and very supportive of the manager and staff. They reflect on the quality of 
the service they provide and seek the views of staff, parents and children to help them 
make improvements that benefit the children in their care. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. Staff 
work closely with outside agencies. They act on their ideas and suggestions to ensure 
that children receive good quality support, care and learning that are tailored to their 
individual needs. 

n Staff work closely in partnership with parents. Parents are included in their child's 
learning and are provided with ideas to help them continue to support their child's 
learning at home. Parents speak highly of the nursery. They say that staff are lovely 
and very caring, children are settled and that staff share lots of information. 

n Behaviour is good. Children take part in games to encourage turn taking and sharing. 
Staff have implemented a behaviour chart which incorporates a superstar, sun, rainbow
and cloud. Parents comment that they find this a good system, and some have 
implemented it at home. This provides continuity between home and nursery with 
regard to managing behaviour.

n The key-person system works generally well in practice. However, staff who job share 
do not always make the best use of their crossover time to share enough relevant 
information about their key children. 

n Occasionally, staff's assessment of children is not accurate enough to identify precise 
next steps that help children make more rapid progress.   

n Staff do not consistently provide enough opportunities to fully support those children 
who prefer to play and learn outdoors. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n make better use of the crossover time when staff work part-time hours or job share, to 
make sure that all relevant information about the children is shared 

n refine the assessment process to identify precise next steps that help all children to make 
more rapid progress in line with their individual capabilities

n enhance the use of the outdoor area to fully support those children who prefer to play and 
learn outside.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and provider. She looked at 

relevant documentation, including children's details and evidence of the suitability of 
staff working in the nursery.  

n The inspector spoke to children and some parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

Inspector
Rebecca Johnson
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a good knowledge of the signs that may indicate a 
child is at risk of harm. This includes children being drawn into extreme situations. Staff 
attend safeguarding training and the manager checks their ongoing knowledge through 
questionnaires and quizzes. They are well qualified and attend further training to help 
them meet each child's individual needs. The manager provides supervision meetings, 
monitors staff practice and feeds back to them with areas for improvement. Members of 
the management team monitor the progress made by all children, including different 
groups of children. This enables them to identify any gaps in children's learning and to 
put plans in place to swiftly address these.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff plan a range of activities based on children's individual interests. Younger children 
become engrossed in an activity with shaving foam. They excitedly explore the foam, 
banging their hands in it and laughing as it flies into the air. Staff support them to 
introduce different resources, such as rolling pins and shapes. They extend the activity 
when the older children join to encourage them to name the shapes and make marks 
using the rollers and their fingers. Children enjoy books and listening to stories. They 
repeat familiar phrases and staff use props, such as puppets, to obtain and maintain 
children's interest. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

The environment is bright and welcoming with an abundance of children's work 
displayed. Resources are plentiful and easily accessible for the children to choose what 
they want to play with. Children form nice relationships with the staff. They interact with 
them during activities and actively seek them out for a hug when they feel tired or 
unsure. Children's good health is promoted well. All children take part in a dance session
to learn about the importance of physical exercise and to enhance their recognition of 
rhymes and songs. They eagerly march like the 'Grand old duke of York' and pretend to 
be 'Dingle dangle scarecrows'. They learn about cultures and customs that are different 
to their own and try food from around the world. Children are supported well when they 
move between rooms or on to school. They attend settling-in sessions at different times 
so that they become familiar with the new routines before they move. Children take part 
in topics about moving to school. They read stories about school and learn skills they will
need, such as how to hold a pencil and write their name. 

Outcomes for children are good

Children make good progress and are prepared well for the move on to the next stage in
their learning, including school. They can name shapes and can say how many sides the 
shapes have. Older children begin to learn sounds and letters. They know that house 
begins with 'h' and apple begins with 'a'. They count in a variety of different situations 
and some can count to 20 and beyond. Children learn to become independent in their 
self-help skills. Older children wash their own hands and go to the toilet themselves. 
Younger children begin to feed themselves and voice their opinions with regard to their 
personal likes and dislikes. 



Inspection report: Little Learners Ltd., 25 April 2019 4 of 5

Setting details

Unique reference number EY430677

Local authority Sandwell 

Inspection number 10071892

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 - 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person Little Learners Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905334

Date of previous inspection 21 July 2015

Telephone number 0121 544 3875

Little Learners Ltd. registered in 2011. The nursery employs 14 members of staff, all of 
whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at levels 2 and 3. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday, from 7am to 6.30pm, for 50 weeks of the year. It provides funded early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk

© Crown copyright 2019

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
file:///D:/LIBREOFFICETEMP/www.ofsted.gov.uk/user
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

