
Bodiam Pre-School
The Parish Rooms, Sandhurst Road, Bodiam, East Sussex TN32 5UJ

Inspection date 4 April 2019
Previous inspection date 15 January 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Staff and parents have positive partnerships. Parents are very pleased with the daily 
communication and the frequent opportunities they have to discuss children's learning. 
Staff encourage parents to contribute to their children's learning and progress records 
and most parents do so. 

n Children have highly positive relationships with their key person. They have secure 
emotional attachments and this helps to support their very strong sense of self-
confidence. Children's behaviour is exemplary.

n The child's key person and parents work together to establish the child's starting point 
and next steps in their learning. From then on, the key person observes the child at 
play and plans suitable activities to help them make progress in their learning. Children 
make good progress.

n Staff have strong links with the local primary school and with other settings where 
there is shared care. There are strong systems of communication between staff at the 
pre-school and those at other settings. This helps to ensure a consistency of care and 
learning approaches.

n Staff provide insufficient opportunities for children to learn about people and 
communities beyond their own immediate experience.

n Sometimes, the questioning skills of staff do not consistently help to support children's 
independent thinking skills or extend their learning.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n provide a wider range of opportunities for children to learn about people and communities 
beyond their own experience

n develop the use of staff's questioning skills to consistently help to support children's 
independent thinking skills and extend their learning.

Inspection activities

n The inspector and the manager observed staff members interacting with children and 
discussed their practice.

n The inspector had a tour of the premises, inside and outside.
n The inspector checked documents relating to children's welfare, including risk 

assessments and evidence of the suitability of adults working with children.
n The inspector reviewed children's learning and progress records.
n The inspector spoke to parents and children and took their views into consideration.

Inspector
Jill Thewlis
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. All staff members have a thorough understanding of the 
procedures to follow and the people to contact if they have a concern about a child's 
safety or welfare. Staff are vigilant in checking the equipment, premises and routines to 
ensure children are safe. Staff consult with parents about proposed improvements to the
setting and provide good support. For instance, the outside area has been refurbished to
provide children with greater opportunities to develop their physical skills and to grow 
their own fruit and vegetables. Staff benefit from regular one-to-one meetings with the 
manager to discuss their practice and training needs. Staff support children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities well. Where necessary, staff refer children to 
external professionals for additional support. Staff monitor the progress of children 
carefully. Where there are gaps in learning, prompt action is taken to close them.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff support children's language and communication skills effectively. For instance, 
adults speak clearly and repeat words and phrases back to children, sometimes using 
simple sign language to help to support children's understanding. Staff ensure that 
children have plenty of opportunities to develop their early writing skills. For instance, 
children use chalk to draw outside. Staff encourage children to draw on their own 
experiences as they consider what to include in their pictures of themselves in school 
uniform. Children delight in sharing books with an adult. Staff encourage children to join 
in with repeated language and to predict what happens next in the story. Staff help 
children to develop an understanding that materials change. For example, when making 
modelling dough, children realise that by adding more flour, it becomes less sticky. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

The environment is highly interesting and stimulating. Children are exceptionally well-
motivated and thoroughly absorbed in their learning. They freely choose their own 
resources and activities from the inspiring range on offer. For instance, they organise 
their own games of 'hide and seek'. Children have plentiful opportunities to develop their
physical skills. They demonstrate excellent coordination skills in riding scooters and 
bicycles. Staff provide children with a myriad of opportunities to learn outside in the 
fresh air. For instance, they grow their own salad which they relish eating at snack time. 
Children demonstrate an exemplary understanding of turn-taking to achieve a common 
goal. For example, they voluntarily take turns to add different ingredients to make 
modelling dough. They make decisions about what colour to make it and whether to add
glitter or not, which they do. Staff very effectively help to support children to keep safe. 
For example, children clearly explain how to hold scissors safely. 

Outcomes for children are good

Children are well prepared for the next stage of their education, including school. They 
learn to manage their personal care effectively, including feeding themselves. They 
benefit from having access to a range of activities to support their early writing skills. 
Children learn to recognise the initial sounds of different objects and to write the letters 
from their names. Children learn to count and are independent learners.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY309603

Local authority East Sussex

Inspection number 10070286

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 15

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person Bodiam Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP525649

Date of previous inspection 15 January 2015

Telephone number 01580830615

Bodiam Pre-School is a committee-run pre-school that registered in 2005. It operates 
from The Parish Rooms in Bodiam, East Sussex. The pre-school opens five days a week 
during school term times. Opening times are from 8.45am to 3.30pm. The pre-school is in
receipt of funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three 
and four years. The pre-school employs six staff, two of whom are apprentices, just 
completing level 2 and level 3 training. Four members of staff hold appropriate early years
qualifications. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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