
St Peters Pre-School
St. Peters Church Centre, Street Lane, Ardingly, Haywards Heath, West 
Sussex RH17 6UN

Inspection date 22 March 2019
Previous inspection date 22 June 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Staff provide a warm and welcoming environment. Children are happy, have a secure 
understanding of the routine and confidently explore the variety of activities on offer.

n The manager and staff have good relationships with other settings that children attend 
and professionals who work with individual children. They consistently share 
information and incorporate any expert advice into their future planning. This helps to 
provide a consistent approach to children's learning and development. 

n Staff know the children well. They have a thorough understanding of their interests and
stages of development, and provide good challenge to help support their learning. All 
children make good progress.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff work hard to ensure all parents are involved
in their children's learning and understand how to support their learning further at 
home. For example, they share newsletters, use social media and hold parents' 
meetings.

n At times, staff are not able to consistently support all children in their chosen learning 
due to the organisation of the activities in the environment.

n Occasionally, teaching does not make the most out of opportunities to further develop 
children's knowledge and understanding of mathematics. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n review and improve the organisation of activities to enable staff to consistently support all 
children during their learning

n develop further opportunities for children to develop and use mathematics in their play.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed staff's interactions and activities with children indoors and 
outdoors.

n The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector viewed a range of written documentation, including suitability checks, 
policies and children's development records.

n The inspector took part in a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to some parents to gain their views and feedback on the setting 

and staff.

Inspector
Hannah Barter
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The manager and staff have a secure understanding of their 
responsibility to protect children from harm. They understand the procedures to follow 
should they have concerns. The manager highly regards safeguarding and ensures that 
all staff attend regular training as well as discussing current guidelines and legislation 
during staff meetings. Recruitment, induction and supervision procedures are robust. 
The manager works closely with all staff to ensure that they have a good understanding 
of their role. Staff receive regular training opportunities to further develop their skills. For
example, all staff have completed behaviour management training which has had a 
positive impact on children's understanding of staff's expectations of them and the 
setting's rules. The manager monitors children's development effectively. She tracks 
different groups of children and works closely with staff to ensure that they are planning 
suitably challenging activities to support their progress. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff plan a range of activities that inspire children to explore and learn. For example, 
children enjoy looking at daffodils and then have a go at painting their own flower 
pictures. Staff praise them for their 'beautiful pictures' and ask them to describe what 
they have done. Older children have good opportunities to develop their problem-solving
skills and learn about how things work. For example, they program mechanical toys to 
move in different directions and staff teach them what it means to go left and right. Staff
model language effectively and adapt their conversations, depending on the ages of 
children. For example, they use lots of repetition and narration for those that are 
younger and use open questions to help extend older children's descriptive language.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children have secure relationships with staff and enjoy involving them in their play. 
Children are independent and staff constantly work on further promoting these skills in 
preparation for school. For example, staff encourage children to wash their hands, get 
their coats on and serve themselves their food and drink. Children have lots of 
opportunities to be physically active and gain fresh air. For example, children run with 
excitement in the outdoor area while they search for different bugs. Children lift logs and
move pots, and discuss where else they could look. Children behave well and as 
expected for their age. They have secure friendships with each other and show care and 
consideration to others. 

Outcomes for children are good

All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, are 
making consistently good progress in all areas of learning and development. They are 
well prepared for their future learning and moving to school. Children are confident 
learners who are not afraid to try out new things and have a go. They enjoy taking part 
in role play, using their imagination as well as exploring their favourite books. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number 113730

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10066670

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person St. Peter's Pre-School and Toddler Group 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901806

Date of previous inspection 22 June 2016

Telephone number 07969 890907

St Peters Pre-School registered in 1992 and operates from St Peters Church Centre in the 
village of Ardingly near Haywards Heath, West Sussex. The setting is open on Monday to 
Thursday from 9.15am to 2.45pm and on Friday from 9.15am to 12.15pm, during term 
time only. The setting receives funding to provide free early years education to children 
age two, three and four years. There are seven members of staff, five of whom hold 
qualifications at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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