
Picnics After School 
Club
Moulton College, West Street, Moulton, Northampton, Northants NN3 
7RR

Inspection date 28 February 2019
Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Not applicable  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Not Applicable

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The manager builds effective partnerships with schools and other early years settings 
children attend, to help to ensure good continuity for children's care. The key person 
seeks ongoing information about children's welfare and development. She uses this 
information to help support children's behaviour and their physical well-being 
effectively. 

n Staff support children to complete homework and to practise the skills they are gaining 
in other settings, including school.

n Staff consider children's interests as they provide a wide range of activities that engage
children well. Children play happily. They develop confidence and a secure sense of 
belonging. 

n Staff seek information from parents about children's individual needs at the start of 
their time in the setting. This helps them care for children well. Staff keep parents well 
informed about their children's daily activities and achievements. Parents and children 
share their very positive views about the setting. They particularly like the range of 
activities and the caring staff.

n The manager is building a new staff team. She provides staff with an in-depth 
induction that helps them meet the requirements of their role quickly. Staff are aware 
of children's additional needs and the agreed strategies to support them. 

n At times, staff miss chances to initiate conversations with children in order to further 
extend their social skills, such as during snack time and the collection from school.

n Occasionally, staff have difficulty in getting children's attention when noise levels are 
high.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n make the most of all opportunities for children to engage in conversation with adults to 
further extend their social interactions and communication skills

n find more effective ways of quickly gaining children's attention, when required.

Inspection activities

n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the club manager. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the club. 
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of the written 

views of parents.
n The inspector observed the quality of interactions during activities and assessed the 

impact this had on children. 
n The inspector and manager completed a joint observation of an activity and held 

related discussions.

Inspector
Vicky Weir
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The manager ensures that the staff have a good knowledge of 
the possible signs that may indicate a child protection concern. They know what to do 
should they have any such concerns. The manager ensures the security of the premises 
to help keep children safe indoors. She escorts any visitors and she monitors the 
movements of any parents who are on the premises. The manager uses recruitment and
supervision arrangements to ensure the ongoing suitability of staff. She observes staff's 
practice as she works alongside them, and she coaches them to improve their 
performance. The manager and staff have gained appropriate early years qualifications. 
This gives them a good understanding of child development and helps staff carry out the
different procedures in place to support the early years children who attend. They help 
regularly observe these children and identify some next steps in their learning. The 
manager considers the views of children and parents alongside her self-reflections to 
help to make well-planned improvements. She has strengthened the collection 
arrangements from the local school to help ensure the safety of children. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

On arrival, children settle into activities quickly and enjoy their play. Many of the children
have developed special friendships and they have the freedom to play together. Staff 
provide activities that they know children will enjoy most. Children demonstrate very 
high levels of attention as they play with information communication technology 
resources. Staff help children to learn to play team games and board games. They 
encourage children to follow detailed instructions effectively. Staff help children sort and 
classify pictures of faces by common characteristics successfully, such as hair colour. 
Children enjoy taking part in craft activities. Staff enthusiastically encourage children to 
use various materials and media. Children show concentration and coordination to create
their own pictures.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children really enjoy their time at this busy and lively setting. They demonstrate 
confidence, such as when approaching staff to help them. Staff encourage children to be
independent. Children help themselves to snack and drinks. They hang up their own 
coats onto pegs. Staff are very focused on ensuring children have many opportunities to 
be active indoors and outside. Children use the open space in the room to play group 
games, for example games with soft balls and parachutes. Outside, children enjoy using 
the swings. Staff teach children to stay safe. They encourage children to be kind and 
respectful towards each other. Key persons help children settle well. They encourage 
children to use their home languages in play. Staff encourage children to learn about 
different cultural festivals and their community. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY544726

Local authority Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10093555

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children 4 - 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Hull, Tracey Lorraine

Registered person unique 
reference number RP544725

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Telephone number 07764 310646

Picnics After School Club registered in 2017. It operates in the grounds of Moulton College
in Northampton. The setting is open Monday to Friday from 7am until 8.50am and from 
3pm until 6pm during term time. The setting employs three members of childcare staff, of
whom two hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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