Queens College Day
Nursery
Owlstone Croft Residences, Owlstone Road, CAMBRIDGE CB3 9JJ

Inspection date
Previous inspection date
The quality and standards of the
early years provision

26 February 2019
Not applicable
This inspection:
Outstanding
Previous inspection: Not applicable

1

Effectiveness of leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding
n Leaders are inspiring and deeply committed to provide children with high-quality care
and meaningful learning experiences. They lead highly motivated and professional staff
who work exceptionally hard to continually sustain the outstanding practice.
n Teaching is inspirational. Staff consistently extend children's learning to the highest
levels, using their professional knowledge of how children learn and develop
exceptionally well. They expertly adapt activities to tailor their approach to reflect
children's individual stage of learning and their emerging interests. Children make rapid
progress in their learning.
n Staff work exceptionally well in partnership with parents. They highly value parents'
contributions about children's interests and achievements at home. They help parents
to understand how children learn and how they may support children's ongoing
learning at home. This significantly contributes to the excellent rates of progress
children make.
n Children behave incredibly well and show high levels of self-control. They are highly
motivated to join in with activities and show respect to each other, staff and the
environment. They are well mannered, take turns in play and develop peer friendships.
n Children thrive in the care of dedicated staff who consistently prioritise children's safety
and well-being at all times. Children settle quickly and demonstrate that they feel safe
and secure. They establish strong bonds with their key person and all staff.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:
n continue to make the most of professional development opportunities to sustain the
excellent quality of teaching and explore ways to share the high-quality practice to inspire
others.
Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors,
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the nursery manager and provider. She looked at
relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took account of
their views together with written feedback provided.
Inspector
Gail Warnes
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of leadership and management is outstanding
Leaders highly value their staff who have excellent opportunities to develop their
knowledge and skills through training, independent research and to gain further
professional qualifications. Staff are highly skilled and knowledgeable. Parents state that
they appreciate the advice and support they receive that promotes children's safety and
progress in learning. The manager is highly reflective. She precisely analyses the
progress that individual children and different groups of children make. She gathers the
views of parents and staff to help her to identify strengths in practice and areas to
enhance. The manager intends to build on staff's strengths in practice to help to inspire
others and maintain the already excellent standards. Safeguarding is effective. Staff
confidently fulfil their role to protect children from harm. They have an expert knowledge
of wider safeguarding issues and know what to do should they have any concerns about
a child's welfare.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Staff are highly motivated and their passion for their work is infectious. They know the
children exceptionally well. They accurately assess children's progress and identify their
next steps in learning. Staff consistently extend children's learning to the highest level.
Staff speak clearly and precisely. This is particularly beneficial for children who speak
English as an additional language to support their understanding. Staff encourage
children to develop their play. For instance, they stack magnetic squares to form cubes
and learn how magnets repel and attract. Children listen intently to stories and re-enact
them as they develop their ideas in role play.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Staff act as superb role models for children. They are calm kind and friendly. Staff are
extremely knowledgeable about the specific needs of babies. They are highly attentive
and use soft tones as they encourage their exploration of sand and cereals. Staff help
toddlers to learn about and respect other living creatures. For instance, they help
children to find frogs in the garden and talk about their natural habitats. Children enjoy
the social aspect of eating nutritious, home-cooked meals together. Staff encourage
children's independence and sense of responsibility effectively. Children help to complete
risk assessments of the garden and develop a strong sense of how to keep themselves
safe.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
All children make exceptional rates of progress given their starting points and
capabilities. Children are self-assured, active learners who confidently explore the
stimulating environment. Babies develop secure physical skills as they crawl, stand and
walk. Toddlers communicate their needs and ideas confidently. They repeat words and
phrases they hear at story time, building an extensive vocabulary. Pre-school children
investigate and explore through hands-on meaningful experiences, such as simulated
volcanic eruptions, using vinegar and bicarbonate of soda, and dissecting daffodils.
Children are exceedingly well prepared for the next stage in learning and the move on to
school.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY543673

Local authority

Cambridgeshire

Inspection number

10090187

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children

0-4

Total number of places

25

Number of children on roll

29

Name of registered person

Wigwam Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique
reference number

RP903375

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Telephone number

01223 335623

Queens College Day Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery employs seven members of
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above.
The manager holds appropriate early years qualifications at level 5 and one member of
staff holds qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year
round, except for bank holidays. Sessions are from 8.30am until 5pm. The nursery
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/opengovernment-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU,
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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