
Childminder report

Inspection date 25 February 2019
Previous inspection date 12 October 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The experienced childminder regularly attends childminder groups. She uses these 
opportunities and her links with other childminders to share ideas and to support her 
continued professional development. The childminder has also proactively maintained 
relationships with her local authority advisory team. She welcomes the team's ongoing 
support and advice to help her improve her practice.

n Parents are very happy with the care provided. They describe the childminder as loving
and caring and say that their children are happy and settled. 

n The childminder promotes children's language skills well. She provides many 
opportunities for children to recall their experiences. They enthusiastically tell her 
about their trip to the museum and excitedly talk about the journey on an underground
train. The childminder listens carefully and gives children time to think about what they
want to say.

n The childminder provides a warm and caring environment for the children. They seek 
her out for reassurance and enjoy cuddles when they wake up from their nap. 

n The childminder is a good role model. She talks calmly to the children and praises their 
good behaviour. Children follow her lead and tell their friends 'well done' when they 
finish all their lunch. They happily share pencils and patiently take turns to colour in a 
picture.

n Although the childminder has made good links with the other settings the children 
attend, she does not make full use of these partnerships to share information about 
children's learning and development. 

n The childminder does not fully involve parents when their children first start. She does 
not consistently gather information about their children's stage of development that will
help her to build effectively on what they can already do.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n improve partnerships with the other childcare settings children also attend to help provide 
greater consistency and enhance their learning further

n gather more detailed information from parents when children first start to precisely identify
children's starting points in their learning.

Inspection activities

n The inspector read written statements from parents and took their views into account.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the childminder.
n The inspector observed the interactions between the childminder and children, and 

assessed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on children's learning.
n The inspector viewed relevant documentation, including evidence of paediatric first-aid 

training and public liability insurance.
n The inspector discussed with the childminder how she evaluates her provision to bring 

about improvements.

Inspector
Fiona Sapler
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

The childminder evaluates her practice well and plans changes to improve her provision. 
For example, she is redeveloping her playroom to make resources easily accessible so 
children can make more independent choices in their play. The arrangements for 
safeguarding are effective. The childminder has recently updated her child protection 
training. She is able to demonstrate a good understanding of wider safeguarding 
concerns, including how to protect children at risk of extreme behaviours. She is 
confident about who she would contact to seek advice or to report child protection 
issues. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The childminder knows the children well. She carries out regular observations and uses 
these to identify how she can support children to make progress. For instance, she has 
recently bought some storybooks that focus on counting and recognising numbers. The 
childminder is skilled at introducing mathematical language into activities. She suggests 
that children can roll the dough to make it longer, and children count the number of 
flowers they see in a picture. Children are creative and use their imaginations. For 
example, they bring the childminder a bowl of 'cereal' they have made in the play 
kitchen and pretend the dough is an aeroplane as they hold it on the end of a fork and 
make it 'fly'. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

The childminder provides a welcoming, home-from-home environment. Children begin to
understand the rules in her home. They know that they need to wash their hands before
they eat, and they independently tidy the toys away when they have finished playing. 
Children form good relationships with each other. They create new games and show the 
younger ones how to play along. For example, they explored what would happen if they 
rolled some balls down the slope of a toy garage and decided to have a race. Children 
have many opportunities to develop their social skills and learn about their local 
community. They frequently attend playgroups and visit nearby attractions, such as 
woodlands, the beach and soft-play centres. Children benefit from regular exercise. The 
childminder encourages older children to walk when they go on outings, and younger 
children competently climb up the slide in the garden. Children learn which types of food
are good for them and help them grow strong. The childminder encourages them to eat 
their fruit and explains why this is healthy.

Outcomes for children are good

Children gain skills that prepare them well for their future learning and eventual move to
school or pre-school. They build the small muscles in their hands in preparation for 
writing. They poke and prod the dough and use a range of tools to cut it into pieces. 
Older children practise early mark making when, for example, they attempt to write their
names with chalk and begin to form recognisable letters. They enjoy listening to stories 
and recognise that print comes in a variety of forms. For instance, they listened intently 
to a story in a comic about their favourite character. Younger children learn to be 
empathic and care for others. They cuddle a doll and gently put it in the cot to 'sleep'.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 119405

Local authority Southend-on-Sea

Inspection number 10071975

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 - 10

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 12 October 2015

The childminder registered in 1977 and lives in Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex. She operates all 
year round, from 7am to 7pm from Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-
old children. She holds an appropriate qualification at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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