
St Andrew's Way 
Children's Centre Early 
Years Service
Cippenham Nursery School, Slough SL1 5NL

Inspection date 12 February 2019
Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Not applicable  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Children thoroughly enjoy their play outside with well-planned resources. For example, 
they effectively develop their balance and coordination as they walk across crates and 
tunnels. 

n Managers are reflective and continuously look at how they can improve the service 
offered to children and their families. Newsletters and resources are shared with 
parents. This supports them to continue their children's language development at 
home. 

n Excellent programmes support children with their health and well-being. For example, 
an oral health scheme supports children each day to learn how to care for their teeth. 
The manager actively shares the success of these programmes with other settings and 
works extremely closely with a wide range of health care advisers. 

n Children and families are supported by a wide range of professionals at the centre. This
helps children who speak English as an additional language to quickly catch up with 
their communication skills and be ready for the next stages in their learning. 

n Staff plan lots of fun activities exploring technology. For example, children use cameras
and remote-controlled beetles as staff support them to learn how these work and take 
pictures of activities they enjoy. 

n Although leaders have put strategies in place to help raise teaching to the highest 
levels, these are not yet fully embedded in practice.

n At times, staff do not recognise some opportunities to extend children's early interest in
numbers and counting. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n enhance support for staff's ongoing professional development, to help deliver teaching to 
children at the highest levels

n extend children's learning about early mathematics to support their understanding of 
counting and numbers further. 

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed staff's teaching and the impact this had on children's learning 
both indoors and outdoors.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector assessed staff's understanding of how to keep children safe.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of inspection.
n The inspector sampled paperwork, including evidence of staff qualifications and 

suitability, children's records, policies and self-evaluation.

Inspector
Charlotte Foster
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Members of the management team are highly experienced and committed to ensuring 
equal opportunities for every child who attends the setting. The whole team effectively 
supports many vulnerable children and families with a wide range of needs. New 
systems have recently been developed to monitor children's progress in more detail. The
manager regularly compares the progress of different groups of children, and swiftly 
identifies areas where they need further support to close gaps in their learning. Regular 
supervision and support are offered to staff, encouraging them to develop their 
knowledge and skills through a wide range of training opportunities. Safeguarding is 
effective. Staff have developed their knowledge of a wide range of indicators that may 
suggest children are at risk of harm. Parents report their children are well cared for and 
feel safe. Recruitment and induction systems are robust. They ensure staff are suitable 
and have excellent knowledge to support children's emotional well-being. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Children spend a large proportion of their time playing and learning in the outdoor area. 
The setting has worked in partnership with professionals to make this area more 
conducive to language development. Children have good opportunities to be creative and
explore different media and materials in the garden. For example, they dance to music 
as they play with dough and exercise the small muscles in their hands. This helps 
prepare them for making marks with pens and supports their early literacy development 
well. Children effectively develop their imaginative play, for example when they sail in a 
boat and make 'oars' and 'telescopes' from different materials. Children enjoy listening to
stories every session and discussing the characters, such as fish under the sea. Staff 
encourage parents to come to the setting and read books in their home language. This 
supports children to learn about the wide range of cultures in their community. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Staff know children and families extremely well. They offer excellent levels of affection 
and support to children starting at the setting, who settle very quickly. Staff have 
recently completed training to help them de-escalate any incidences of challenging 
behaviour. They report that this has been highly effective in helping children who need 
extra support with their behaviour. Children demonstrate high levels of self-confidence 
and consideration to one another. They have formed very close bonds with staff, who are
extremely responsive to their needs. The setting has very strong systems in place to 
support children as they move to nursery and school. Most children transfer to schools 
on the same site. They enjoy many transition visits which help to familiarise them with 
their new settings. Children develop their independence skills extremely well. Even the 
youngest children select their snacks, clear away and mix their own paints.

Outcomes for children are good

Children learn to recognise their names and develop good listening skills. For example, 
they enjoy 'listening walks' where they learn new vocabulary for sounds such as animal 
noises. Children, including those who speak English as an additional language and those 
with special educational needs, make good progress from their starting points.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY541759

Local authority Slough

Inspection number 10079862

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 - 3

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 36

Name of registered person Slough Borough Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP541754

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Telephone number 01628 559085

St Andrew's Way Children's Centre Early Years Service registered in 2016 and is located 
on the site of Cippenham Nursery School in Slough. The centre is open Monday to 
Thursday from 8.45am to 4.15pm, during term time only. It receives funding for free early
years education for children aged two, three and four years. There are four staff who 
work directly with the children, including the manager. All have relevant early years 
childcare qualifications at levels 3, 5 and 6. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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