
Acorn at Westcroft
4 Wimborne Crescent, Westcroft, MILTON KEYNES MK4 4DE

Inspection date 14 February 2019
Previous inspection date 10 March 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The nursery manager is highly qualified and knowledgeable about the ways children 
learn and develop. She leads the nursery well, making regular evaluations to help bring
about ongoing improvements. 

n Children who speak English as an additional language make strong progress in their 
communication and language skills. They quickly master English, using language to 
express themselves and share their ideas. 

n Staff interaction with children is positive. They encourage children to take control of 
their learning and follow their interests. Children show fascination in the things they 
encounter, such as making marks in sand on the top of the light box.

n Staff show babies gentle care and affection. They follow children's home routines, 
making sure that babies have enough rest, sleep and wake up feeling refreshed and 
ready for learning.

n Staff develop highly effective relationships with parents and carers. They welcome 
parents into the nursery, providing multiple opportunities for them to find out about 
their children's learning. 

n At times, staff put away adult-led, risky play activities instead of finding ways for 
children to continue their interest independently. This breaks the flow of children's 
high-quality learning. 

n Staffing arrangements first thing in the morning and during lunch times, do not 
consistently promote children's well-being to the highest possible levels.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n avoid interruption to the flow of learning when children engage in high quality, well-
managed risky play

n increase the effectiveness of staff deployment during the early morning and lunch times, to
promote children's well-being to the highest level.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and provider. She looked at relevant 

documentation, such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke to a small number of parents, read through their written feedback 

during the inspection and took account of their views.
n The inspector spoke to staff and children at suitable times throughout the inspection.

Inspector
Hayley Marshall-Gowen



Inspection report: Acorn at Westcroft, 14 February 2019 3 of 5

Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

The manager carries out effective supervision sessions to support staff and identify areas
for their professional development. There are high expectations for staff performance 
and the provider tackles any under-performance swiftly. Staff place a strong emphasis on
supporting children and families when they first start at the nursery. They provide home 
visits for families and ensure that all children have the support they need to settle and 
feel secure. The provider places a high focus on keeping children safe. Arrangements for 
safeguarding are effective. There are clear, concise lines of reporting for staff, so they 
have no doubt about how to pass on any concerns about children's welfare.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff observe children to find out what their current interests are and to identify the 
progress they make. This is effective in providing staff with information to support 
children's next steps in learning. Staff in the pre-school room support children's literacy 
skills well. They use stories to help promote children's understanding of letters and 
sounds. Staff explain about alliteration, giving children different examples of this to help 
embed the new concept. There is an abundance of opportunities for children who prefer 
to learn outdoors. The highly successful forest school teaching inspires children to find 
out about nature and test out their physical skills. Older children make flower soup. They
cut stems off flowers and add them to water. Children show good control when using 
scissors. They break up herbs, smelling them as they hold them in their hands. This 
stimulates their senses and imagination as they mix the soup together.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

The key-person arrangements are effective in supporting children to develop close 
relationships with the staff who care for them. Children settle quickly and are eager to 
start playing. Older children in the pre-school room show a high level of understanding 
about healthy eating. They talk with authority about the results of too much sugar in 
their diet, drawing on their experiences of visiting the dentist. Children are confident and
self-assured. They make choices about their play and develop friendships as they learn 
together. Staff promote children's positive behaviour well and all children play and learn 
in a calm and stimulating environment. Staff encourage babies to be active and move 
around. Babies delight in climbing and sliding on equipment as they start to develop 
their coordination and balance. 

Outcomes for children are good

Children make good progress in their learning. Children, for who the nursery receive 
additional funding, make consistent progress and do particularly well in their 
communication and language skills. When singing songs and rhymes, older children use 
their impressive mathematical knowledge. They count on their fingers and do simple 
addition and subtraction to work out how many currant buns are left to sell in their shop.
Children test out their writing skills. In the garden, they sit on the floor and write using 
chalks, spelling out their names. Children are developing the essential skills they need in 
readiness for moving on to school, equipping them well for their future learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY447038

Local authority Milton Keynes

Inspection number 10064853

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 - 4

Total number of places 64

Number of children on roll 134

Name of registered person Acorn Early Years Foundation

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901362

Date of previous inspection 10 March 2016

Telephone number 01908 506 793

Acorn at Westcroft Nursery registered in 2012. The nursery employs 25 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 21 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 and 
above, including the manager who has an MA degree in Early Years. The nursery opens 
from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery 
supports a number of children who speak English as an additional language.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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