
Easton Pre-School 
Group
Easton Farm Park, Pound Corner, Easton, Woodbridge IP13 0EQ

Inspection date 25 January 2019
Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Not applicable  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n All staff are highly skilled and sensitive in helping children form secure emotional 
attachments, and they provide an exceptionally strong base for children's developing 
independence and exploration.

n Children's communication and language development is well supported. Staff are skilful
in their interactions with children and use effective methods of teaching. Children 
flourish and make very good progress in their learning.

n Staff provide a rich and vibrant learning environment where children are stimulated. 
Varied and imaginative play experiences for children are delivered by staff who have a 
very good understanding of how children learn.

n Effective partnership working helps to promote a complementary approach to children's
learning and development between the setting and home. There is a strong focus on 
fully involving families in children's learning. Staff and parents eagerly talk about the 
children's current and emerging interests and abilities. They exchange ideas to further 
enhance children's progress.

n Staff are superb role models. They create an extremely  positive environment of mutual
trust and respect. Children behave exceptionally well. They are kind towards each other
and are well mannered.

n On occasions, staff overlook opportunities to extend the learning of the most able 
children to the highest level.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n focus more precisely on providing greater levels of challenge that help children make even 
more rapid progress.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school manager and chair of the committee.
She looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in
the pre-school.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents by reading the written feedback 
provided.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector completed a joint observation of a teaching activity with the pre-school 

manager.

Inspector
Jemma Hudson
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a good understanding of safeguarding procedures 
and child protection issues. They receive regular appraisals and one-to-one meetings and
their performance is observed. The well-qualified staff are extremely keen to enhance 
their continuing professional development and seek out even more effective ways to 
broaden and improve their practice. The manager evaluates the pre-school well and 
continually makes effective improvements. For example, staff have focused on assessing 
children's emergent writing skills following a training course they attended. Staff have 
formed effective relationships with a wide range of professionals. This helps to ensure 
that children and families receive tailored support and interventions to support their 
needs. Feedback from parents is extremely positive.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Children are happy, self-assured and confident learners who enjoy their time at this 
welcoming pre-school. Staff have a good knowledge of children's needs and 
development. They know children well and include their interests into individual 
planning. This supports all children to enjoy their learning. Staff use good teaching 
strategies to engage children in learning through play. For example, during discussions 
with children they question, show, suggest and explain, which successfully builds on 
children's thinking and language skills. All children enjoy engaging in sensory play and 
investigate a wide range of resources, such as ice. Children are confident speakers who 
express their needs well and happily share what they know and can do. They enjoy 
listening to stories and talking about what is happening on each page. They are 
developing important skills for school.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Children's social and emotional development are given the highest priority. Children form
very strong relationships with their special key person and this gives them an excellent 
platform from which to thrive and grow. Children's behaviour is exceptional. They are 
constantly settled, happy and highly involved. Children have access to superb outdoor 
facilities. They benefit from invaluable daily visits to the on-site farm where they learn 
how to care for the animals. Staff ensure that mealtimes are exceptionally calm and 
happy for the children. Children help to prepare the table and serve each other. This is 
one of the ways that children's independence is promoted and contributes towards 
children being extremely well prepared for their future learning and eventual move to 
school.

Outcomes for children are good

Children are happy, confident and settled. They welcome visitors and willingly engage 
them in conversation. Children are extremely independent. For example, they confidently
tidy up their toys and find their name for their cup. Children have good opportunities to 
explore their own interests. For example, they chose to create a treasure map. All 
children are motivated to learn and make good progress.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY542173

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10089778

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 - 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Easton Pre-School Group Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904622

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Telephone number 01728 746935

Easton Pre-School Group registered in 2016. The setting employs four members of 
childcare staff. Of these, all hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and 
above. Two staff hold qualified teacher status. The setting opens on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 8am to 4pm during school term time. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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