
Childminder report

Inspection date 18 January 2019
Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Not applicable  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The childminder provides children with a wide range of exciting and interesting learning
experiences. For example, children enjoy regular outings in the local community, such 
as playgroups where they can be active, meet other people and develop new skills. 
Regular exploration in the woods helps them to understand nature and the changing 
seasons.

n The childminder understands how to promote children's learning and development and 
plans a range of activities that help children to develop new skills. Children are 
interested in learning and actively lead their own play. The quality of teaching is good.

n The childminder makes regular observations of children at play and accurately assesses
their development. She uses this information to monitor children's progress and gain a 
clear understanding of what they need to learn next.

n The childminder is a positive role model. She provides clear explanations as to why 
rules exist so that children understand what she expects of them. Children learn to take
responsibility for themselves. For example, they help to tidy way resources when they 
are finished using them.

n The childminder is caring and reassuring with children. She is attentive to their needs 
and offers affection. For example, she sensitively cuddles toddlers when they fall as 
they learn to walk. She reassures them that they are okay and encourages them to 
keep trying.

n Although the childminder has forged good relationships with parents, she has not fully 
considered further ways in which to support them to extend children's learning at 
home. 

n Occasionally, the childminder's teaching during planned activities does not fully 
promote all children's engagement.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n extend ways to support parents more effectively to help them to continue their children's 
learning at home

n evaluate teaching skills to ensure all children are successfully engaged at the highest level 
during planned activities.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and experiences 
available to children.

n The inspector completed a joint evaluation of two activities with the childminder.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents through their written feedback.
n The inspector held a meeting with the childminder, and looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of the childminder to work with children.

Inspector
Linda Shore
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

The childminder keeps meticulous records to support the safe and efficient running of 
the setting. She conducts regular risk assessments to minimise hazards in the play 
environment. For instance, on the day of inspection, icy patches were found in the 
garden and treated prior to children going outside. Safeguarding is effective. The 
childminder understands her responsibility to protect children's welfare and knows how 
to report any concerns if she suspects a child is at risk of harm. The childminder has 
good links with other professionals to help close any gaps in children's learning rapidly. 
She monitors her provision frequently and ensures that all required training, such as first
aid and safeguarding are kept up to date. She accurately identifies what she is doing 
well and has detailed development plans for ongoing improvements. For example, she is 
currently planning to gain a childcare qualification and deliver funded early years 
education.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The childminder supports children's speech and language development very well. She 
sits with them to play and talks about what they are doing. She gains children's attention
before speaking and pronounces words clearly to help them to form words correctly. 
They learn mathematical language, such as 'higher', 'lower' and 'under', as they play in 
the dinosaur world. Children practise counting individual objects as they count the teeth 
they add to their dough monster. Very young children enjoy exploring the marks they 
make using tools and fingers in sand. Children's imaginative play is very well supported 
by the childminder and older children develop early writing skills as they take an order 
from the childminder for her snack.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

The childminder provides a very stimulating environment tailored to children's interests. 
Children move freely between activities and make choices about what they would like to 
do. Children of different ages play very well together, developing social skills as they are 
encouraged to share and take turns. The childminder builds secure, trusting relationships
with parents and children. Parents praise the childminder for the care she provides and 
say she has, 'Brought out children's amazing personalities'. Children develop an 
understanding of how to lead a healthy lifestyle. They have many opportunities to play 
and explore outdoors, eat healthy meals and snacks and understand the importance of 
good hygiene routines.

Outcomes for children are good

All children make good progress from their individual starting points. They develop the 
important skills and attitudes they need for the next stage in their learning, including 
their eventual move to school. Children are considerate to their friends, play safely and 
behave well. They have a positive attitude towards learning and are keen to try new 
experiences.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY536865

Local authority Wigan

Inspection number 10089945

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children 1 - 8

Total number of places 8

Number of children on roll 6

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

The childminder registered in 2016. She operates each weekday from 7.30am to 6pm, all 
year round, except for family holidays and bank holidays.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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