
Splash and Dash Pre-
School Playgroup
Kingsdown Avenue, Ealing, London W13 9PR

Inspection date 14 January 2019
Previous inspection date 10 May 2016

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Outstanding 1
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Outstanding 1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1

Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is outstanding

n The manager has the highest aspirations for the care and education of all children. She
builds a superb team that has enabled her to raise standards to the highest level.  

n Staff have a comprehensive knowledge of what children know and can do. They make 
excellent use of their regular and precise assessments of children's learning to plan a 
wide variety of challenging activities. This helps children to make rapid developmental 
progress given their starting points.

n Children are superb problem solvers and consistently persevere with their tasks. This is
because staff give children the time to think and know when best to intervene, which 
keeps children motivated to learn.

n Staff focus sharply on helping children to manage their feelings in different situations. 
Children, particularly the older ones, show very mature social and emotional skills. 

n Staff work very closely with parents and grandparents. They provide them with plenty 
of information from the outset which supports continuity in children's care, learning 
and development. Parents find that staff are 'extremely accommodating' and 
compliment the service that they and their children receive.

n Staff give children the skills to identify and manage age-appropriate risks. They do this 
in different ways, for example, by appointing a 'little inspector' to assist them in 
checking the premises. Children develop a great sense of responsibility, and learn to 
keep themselves and others around them safe.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n extend opportunities for children to develop their understanding of the wider world even 
further. 

Inspection activities

n The inspector toured the pre-school with the manager and discussed the risk 
assessment procedures with her. 

n The inspector spoke with parents to gain their views on the quality of the provision. 
n The inspector held discussions with staff about children's learning. She interacted with 

the children at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed children and staff during play and completed a joint 

observation with the manager.  
n The inspector sampled documents, including staff's suitability checks and children's 

records. She spoke with the manager about the self-evaluation process and how she 
targets areas for improvement.

Inspector
Marisol Hernandez-Garn
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is outstanding

The manager is a highly reflective leader. She evaluates the provision critically to achieve
best learning outcomes for all children. Safeguarding is effective. The manager ensures 
that staff receive regular child protection training to keep their knowledge up to date. 
Staff are extremely confident in their responsibility to identify and report any concerns 
they may have about a child's welfare. The manager follows rigorous procedures for the 
recruitment of suitable staff. She makes effective arrangements to ensure that any new 
members receive timely induction to help them understand what is expected of them. 
The manager is extremely supportive of her colleagues and encourages them to 
continuously develop their knowledge and skills. For example, following training, staff 
have significantly improved their understanding of how to extend children's language 
and thinking skills. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

Teaching is consistently of a very high standard. Staff are exceptionally skilled in talking 
to children and asking them the right questions to extend their learning. One of the 
many examples include staff giving children ample time during a practical experiment 
with water and ice blocks. The activity sparks many learning opportunities for the 
children and they become fully engrossed in their exploration, discovery and 
investigation. During the activity, staff make superb use of questions to further develop 
children's language, creative and mathematical skills. Children's interest in technology 
leads them to explore a wide variety of resources. They receive the right levels of 
support, such as when finding out how to use a CD player. Children thoroughly enjoy 
listening to songs in different languages, and demonstrate their great physical skills 
through dance. Staff and grandparents join in with the fun, which adds to children's 
enjoyment.      

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Staff are extremely vigilant in their supervision of children. They form very close and 
trusting relationships with the children that supports their emotional well-being very well.
Children's behaviour is outstanding. They play harmoniously and show utmost respect 
for others. Staff teach children to form excellent habits from an early age. This 
contributes to children developing a superb understanding of the daily routines, including
how to lead healthy lifestyles. Staff are extremely proactive in engaging with the local 
schools and other professionals. However, the manager intends to make more use of the
community to consolidate children's understanding of the wider world.

Outcomes for children are outstanding

All children are exceptionally independent learners. They apply their learning extremely 
well. For example, young and older children show high levels of confidence as they recall
a popular nursery story using their own words. They are very proud as they write, cut 
and stick pictures for their story books. Children show that they feel safe and extremely 
well supported. They gain many skills that are needed in readiness for their future 
learning and school. 



Inspection report: Splash and Dash Pre-School Playgroup, 14 January 2019 4 of 5

Setting details

Unique reference number 118187

Local authority Ealing 

Inspection number 10072322

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person
Splash and Dash Pre-School Playgroup 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519194

Date of previous inspection 10 May 2016

Telephone number 07786837637

Splash and Dash Pre-School Playgroup registered in 1996. It operates from Kingsdown 
Church Hall in the London Borough of Ealing. It is open every Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday from, 9.30am until 12 midday, during term time only. A lunch club is available 
until 1pm. There are six members of staff; of these, four hold childcare qualifications at 
level 3 and one at level 2. The pre-school receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years old.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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