
Shillington Dawn Until 
Dusk
Shillington Lower School, Greenfields, Shillington, Hitchin SG5 3NX

Inspection date 3 December 2018
Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Not applicable  

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Not Applicable

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n Staff develop children's understanding of how to keep safe effectively and children's 
safety is paramount. For instance, children take part in completing daily risk 
assessments with staff indoors and outdoors using safety checklists. 

n Children are highly independent at the club. They actively choose what they want to do
for themselves and complete routine tasks without prompting, such as hanging up their
coats and bags on their pegs when they arrive at the club. 

n Staff have strong relationships with other professionals. For instance, they meet with 
children's school teachers to discuss their progress and learning. They work in 
partnership together to support the children's well-being fully. 

n Staff provide children with a warm and welcoming environment. They provide them 
with opportunities to relax after a busy day at school. Children interact positively with 
each other and learn from one another. Older children help and support younger 
children positively and kindly. 

n Staff and managers focus on providing children with a range of enjoyable experiences. 
For example, they take part in forest-school activities in the woods on the school site. 
They enjoy themed nights at the club, such as pirates and princesses. They dress up in
costumes and join in enthusiastically with enjoyable activities. 

n Leaders have not provided targeted training to enable staff to use their interactions 
with children consistently and effectively enough to engage them fully in activities. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n enhance the training provided for staff so that they can further develop their strong 
interactions with children and consistently support them to make the most of the 
opportunities on offer. 

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of the activities indoors. She observed a planned 
activity with the manager.

n The inspector held conversations with parents and took their views into consideration.
n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate points throughout the 

inspection.
n The inspector held discussions with the manager and director. She looked at a range of

documentation, including policies, staff suitability documents and planning 
documentation.

Inspector
Jennifer Hardy
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a strong understanding of the processes to follow if 
they are concerned about the welfare of a child. Staff keep in regular contact with each 
other indoors and outdoors through the use of radios. They monitor the gates closely to 
ensure that only people known to them are able to access the club. The manager is well 
supported by the senior leadership team. It works with her to identify areas of the club 
that could be improved further. She meets regularly with managers from other clubs to 
discuss any issues that need addressing. Staff meet with the manager regularly in 
supervision meetings to discuss their practice. Parents are very happy with the service 
that the club provides. They are pleased with the care that their children receive. 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff plan effectively to develop children's understanding of different cultures and 
celebrations that take place, such as Chinese New Year. They have resourced the outside
learning environment well and it is welcoming for children. Children use the toys 
imaginatively. For instance, they use the blocks to make a sleigh for Father Christmas to 
ride in. The staff think of imaginative solutions to support children to play, even in the 
darker winter months. For instance, they provide children with torches so that they can 
continue to explore the outside environment in the dark. Staff interact positively with the
children. They ask them a range of questions and support children to develop their 
games. Children enjoy experimenting and exploring. For instance, they mix cornflour and
shaving foam in a tray to create snow. They extend the activity further by rolling the 
'snow' into balls to create snowballs.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff support children with allergies well. For instance, they ensure that the food they 
are served at tea time is safe for them. Children are happy to ask staff for help if they 
need it. Children feel safe and secure at the club. They build strong relationships with 
the staff and know whom to go to if they need help or support. Children are provided 
with a range of healthy meals. They take it in turns to help staff to serve their friends at 
mealtimes. They wash up their plates and cups independently when they have finished 
eating. Children behave well at the club. Staff have realistic expectations of their 
behaviour and children respond positively when they are reminded of the rules to follow.
Staff support children to develop good hygiene routines. Staff recognise the importance 
for the children having opportunities to play physically outside. Children enjoy running 
and playing on scooters. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY542345

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number 10080236

Type of provision Out-of-school day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 2 - 8

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 66

Name of registered person Dawn Until Dusk Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902292

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Telephone number 01234930505

Shillington Dawn Until Dusk registered in 2016 and is located in Shillington, Hitchin. The 
club employs four members of staff, three of whom have relevant qualifications at level 2 
and above. The club operates term time only. It offers a breakfast club from 7.30am until 
9am. The after-school club operates from 3.30pm until 6pm. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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