
The Village Green Pre-
School
10 Shenley Green, Selly Oak, Birmingham, West Midlands B29 4HH

Inspection date 13 December 2018
Previous inspection date 20 February 2014

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The manager provides effective support for staff to ensure they are clear about their 
roles and responsibilities. Following recent training, this has helped staff to extend 
further their skills in supporting children's mathematical understanding. 

n Staff work closely with parents to support children's continued learning at home. All 
children make good progress, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. Staff work closely with health professionals involved in children's care and 
development to target their individual learning needs.  

n Staff provide children with good opportunities to develop their mathematical 
understanding. Older two-year-old children explore the quantity of numbers and totals, 
such as 'more than'. They count to find out if there are more girls or boys. Pre-school 
children work out how many cups they will need to set the table at lunchtime.

n Staff successfully help children to gain an awareness of healthy lifestyles. Children 
enjoy energetic exercise activities and explore how this affects their bodies. They 
notice how their heart rates increase and they become out of breath. Children learn 
about good hygiene routines and enjoy nutritiously balanced meals and snacks.

n At times, staff working with pre-school children do not fully consider how to use the 
learning environment to allow children to make independent choices in their play.

n Some routines are not fully effective and at times, staff keep children waiting 
unnecessarily. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n identify how to best use the learning environment to increase the opportunities for pre-
school children to make independent choices in their play

n review and enhance some routines to ensure children can play without interruptions and 
are not kept waiting for too long.   

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed teaching practices and the impact these have on children's 
learning.

n The inspector held discussions with the manager, staff, children and parents.  
n The inspector read some of the setting's documentation, including the safeguarding 

policy and procedures.  
n The inspector sampled children's development information and records.  
n The inspector carried out joint observations with the manager. 

Inspector
Anne Clifft
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

Safeguarding is effective. The manager and staff have a secure understanding of how to 
protect children and understand the procedures to follow if they have concerns about 
any child's welfare. Staff supervise children well and are vigilant about their safety. They 
carry out regular risk assessments to identify and reduce potential hazards. The manager
reviews the provision effectively to identify areas for improvement. She values the 
contributions from staff and parents. For example, she has obtained and resourced an 
enclosed area to the rear of the premises to support children's learning outdoors. The 
manager monitors carefully the progress that different groups of children make and uses
this information to determine how additional funding should be used. For example, she 
has used funding to enhance the provision for children's communication and language 
development.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff know children well and monitor their progress carefully. They plan effectively for 
the next steps in children's learning. Staff support children's communication and 
language skilfully. Conversation flows freely and children talk confidently about topics 
that interest them. They listen carefully and respond to instructions. For example, 
children follow directions as they pretend to be different animals, such as being a 
dinosaur and stretching up to reach leaves on a tree. Older two-year-old children ask 
questions to deepen their understanding. Staff help children to make links with their own
experiences and develop their role-play ideas. Younger two-year-old children pretend to 
be hairdressers and serve meals in the role-play kitchen. 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff support children's emotional development successfully and help them to develop 
their self-esteem and confidence. Children enjoy taking part in the Christmas play and 
talk about their feelings. Children behave well and respond quickly to the familiar 
routines and cues, such as when it is time to tidy up. They develop good social skills and
play together harmoniously. For example, pre-school children work together to set up 
blocks to make a balancing beam. Children develop good self-care skills.

Outcomes for children are good

Children gain a secure foundation for their future learning and develop a good range of 
skills in readiness for starting school. They learn to solve problems and confidently offer 
their ideas for possible solutions. Younger two-year-olds concentrate as they squeeze 
and stretch dough to shape it. Children develop good literacy skills. They enjoy listening 
to stories and practise their mark making and early phonics. Children gain an awareness 
of diversity and people in the wider community. For example, they talk about the 
different colours of their hair and regularly visit older members of the community.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY464559

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10068814

Type of provision Full day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 2 - 4

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 70

Name of registered person The Village Green Pre-School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909902

Date of previous inspection 20 February 2014

Telephone number 0121475 5240

The Village Green Pre-School registered in 2013. The pre-school employs 11 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, seven hold level 3 qualifications and two hold level 2. The 
manager holds early years professional status. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday all 
year round. Sessions are from 8am until 5pm. The pre-school receives funding to provide 
free early years education to two-, three- and four-year-old children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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