
Holbrook and District 
Pre-school Playgroup
Holbrook Primary School, The Street, Holbrook, Ipswich, Suffolk IP9 2PZ

Inspection date 15 November 2018
Previous inspection date 15 June 2015

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision

This inspection: Good 2
Previous inspection: Good 2

Effectiveness of leadership and management Good 2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2

Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

n The manager and staff are enthusiastic and reflective. This has a positive impact on the
quality of the provision. Children are happy to arrive, settle quickly and are keen to join
in with interesting activities.

n Staff encourage children to notice changes in the weather and season. Children choose
from a selection of images for their 'today board' to illustrate the weather that day. This
helps to build children's understanding of the world.

n Children grow in confidence. They approach staff to help with their creative ideas. For 
instance, they ask if staff can help them make a strap for a big drum they have made. 
Children also begin to play cooperatively. For instance, they work together to dig a big 
hole in the sandpit.

n Children develop a love of literacy. They enjoy looking at books in a group and alone. 
From a young age, children select books, turn the pages and read aloud to themselves.
They also choose books to take home from the setting's library. 

n Parents appreciate the friendly and welcoming staff. They praise how well their children
settle and how happy they are to attend. Parents comment on the variety of activities 
and outings that children enjoy.

n Initial assessments of children's levels of learning and development do not make the 
best use of information from parents to identify children's starting points at the earliest 
possible stage. 

n Supervision arrangements do not always provide staff with targeted feedback based on
evaluations of individual's practice to enhance their personal effectiveness even further.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

n enhance opportunities for parents to be involved in the initial assessments of children's 
capabilities, to promote children's rapid progress from the outset 

n strengthen supervision arrangements to include sharply focused evaluations and incisive 
targets to raise the quality and effectiveness of staff practice to the highest level.

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector held a number of discussions with the manager and key committee 
members. She looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of all persons working on the premises.

n The inspector completed a joint observation of an activity and evaluated this with the 
manager.

n The inspector spoke to children and staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to during the inspection and

through written feedback provided.

Inspector
Kate Oakley
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of leadership and management is good

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. The manager and staff are 
knowledgeable about their responsibility to keep children safe and protected from harm. 
They understand how to refer any concerns they have about children's welfare. Parents 
are valued members of the setting community. They take active roles on the setting's 
committee and help to make changes, shaping the experiences of their children. The 
new manager makes changes, which are well received by parents and staff. For 
example, introducing parent evenings to review children's progress. Additionally, she 
provides staff with opportunities to complete professional training online. The setting 
evaluates as a team. They work together to identify areas to improve on and they 
implement changes, such as the development of outdoor areas or fundraising for special 
trips.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff have a good knowledge of how children learn and develop. They plan engaging 
activities, based on children's interests and identified next steps in learning. For example,
they provide children who love playing instruments with the materials to make their own 
drums. This supports children's physical development and promotes creativity. The 
indoor and outdoor environments are welcoming and offer a broad range of activities. 
Staff teach children about different people who help them. They provide toy medical 
items, such as stethoscopes in the role-play area and invite local emergency services, 
such as the coastguard to talk and interact with the children. Staff support children's 
developing language skills. For example, they engage children in conversations about 
their lunch box items. They label new items for younger children and talk with older 
children about the different textures and tastes.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff sensitively work with parents to help children to settle in at the start of attendance.
They listen carefully to children talking about their special people and things they have 
done at home, such as going to a party. This promotes children's emotional well-being. 
Children understand the rules of the setting. For instance, they change into their boots 
from their slippers before going outdoors. They know the daily routine, such as tidy-up 
time and they help staff to clear the space ready for the next activity. Staff support 
children's understanding of the importance of good handwashing. They talk about germs
and how to stay healthy. Staff encourage children's good manners. They praise them for 
their kindness and remind them to say 'please' and 'thank you'.

Outcomes for children are good

All children make good progress and are prepared for their next stage in education, such
as school. They gain the key skills needed for their future learning. Children begin to 
recognise their names. They self-register on arrival and find their names independently. 
This supports their early literacy skills. Children enjoy dancing and making music. They 
practise playing loudly, quietly and stopping as part of a musical game at circle time. 
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Setting details

Unique reference number 251518

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10071314

Type of provision Full day care

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childcare on non-domestic premises

Age range of children 2 - 11

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person
Holbrook and District Pre-school Playgroup 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523502

Date of previous inspection 15 June 2015

Telephone number 01473 328414

Holbrook and District Pre-School Playgroup registered in 1977. The setting employs six 
members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at 
level 3 or above. The setting opens from Monday to Friday, during term time only with 
sessions from 8.45am until 3.15pm. They also operate a before- and after-school club 
from 7.30am until 8.45am and from 3.15pm until 6pm. Occasional days are offered over 
school holidays. These operate from 8.30am until 5.30pm. The setting provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the early 
years foundation stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted, which is available from Ofsted's website: www.ofsted.gov.uk. If 
you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 
4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 
establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-
government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.ofsted.gov.uk
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