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Overall effectiveness Requires improvement 

Effectiveness of leadership and management Requires improvement 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Requires improvement 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 

Outcomes for pupils Requires improvement 

Early years provision Good 

Overall effectiveness at previous inspection Good 

 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 
 

This is a school that requires improvement 
 
 Leaders’ knowledge of the school’s strengths 

and weaknesses has not been accurate. They 
have been overgenerous in their evaluation of 

the quality of teaching and learning. They did 
not identify the decline in pupils’ progress 

quickly enough. 

 Pupils’ attainment by the end of key stage 2 is 
too low. Too few pupils attain the expected 

standards at the end of key stage 2. 

  Governors have not provided sufficient 

challenge to leaders. They do not monitor the 
school’s progress carefully enough. 

 Teachers’ expectations of what pupils can 
achieve have not been consistently high. 

Sometimes, the most able pupils complete 

work unnecessarily. 

 Teachers do not always plan work that 

supports pupils’ next steps. They do not always 
give pupils who need it the opportunity to 

practise basic skills in their writing. 
 

The school has the following strengths 
 
 Leaders have used external support effectively 

in bringing about change. They are 
implementing a plan effectively to drive up 

standards in the school. 

 The teaching of English and mathematics is now 
consistent throughout the school. Leaders are 

monitoring this carefully and teachers are 
responding to suggestions made. The quality of 

teaching is improving. 

 Effective support means that pupils are 
becoming more fluent in key mathematical 

skills. Pupils solve problems and explain their 
reasoning well. 

 Pupils behave well and have positive attitudes 

to learning. They are keen to use their targets 
to improve their work. The curriculum provides 

opportunities for pupils to write at length across 
a range of subjects. 

  Disadvantaged pupils are now making strong 

progress. The support that they receive helps 
them to attain their next steps for learning. 

 Pupils with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities (SEND) receive appropriate support 
and make good progress from their individual 

starting points. 

 The school provides a caring and nurturing 

environment for pupils. It supports pupils’ 

personal development effectively. 

 Children make strong progress in the early 

years. Staff plan opportunities to learn that 
encourage children’s curiosity and 

independence. They learn quickly and are well 

supported in their development. 
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Full report 
 
What does the school need to do to improve further? 
 
 Improve the quality of teaching and learning and thereby outcomes for all pupils by 

ensuring that: 

 teachers make effective checks on learning so that misconceptions are addressed 

 pupils practise key skills in writing so that they use punctuation accurately 

 all pupils are challenged sufficiently and teachers have the highest expectations of 
what all pupils can achieve. 

 Improve the quality of leadership and management by ensuring that: 

 leaders, including governors, have an accurate understanding of the strengths of 
the school and the areas in need of improvement 

 governors fully understand their responsibilities in holding leaders to account for 
improvements in the school’s work. 

An external review of governance should be undertaken in order to assess how this 
aspect of leadership and management may be improved. 
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Inspection judgements 
 

Effectiveness of leadership and management Requires improvement 

 
 Leaders’ self-evaluation of the school has been overgenerous. They did not identify 

that pupils were not making sufficient progress. They have been too slow to recognise 
the decline in attainment and progress, particularly in key stage 2. 

 Leaders have now acted to address the decline in the standards of teaching and 
learning. They have worked effectively with external support from the local 
collaboration of schools to identify how teaching can be improved. They have put an 
appropriate improvement plan in place and have checked the impact that this plan is 
having. 

 Leaders have identified where teachers’ subject knowledge could be improved. They 
have provided training and established clear expectations about how English and 
mathematics will be taught. Leaders have checked to make sure that teachers are 
following these expectations. As a result, teaching is beginning to improve. 

 Until recently, leaders did not always evaluate accurately the quality of teaching and 
learning. Leaders now check the impact of teaching and learning on pupils’ outcomes. 

 Leaders have not evaluated how the pupil premium funding has been spent. They did 
not recognise the decline in the progress of disadvantaged pupils quickly enough. They 
have arranged a review of how the additional funding has been used. 

 Leaders are now tracking more rigorously the progress of disadvantaged pupils. They 
have now begun to evaluate the impact of additional support on these pupils’ learning. 

 Leaders have established a strong moral ethos. They have worked with the pupils to 
identify the characteristics that pupils value in each other. They promote these 
characteristics through the ‘character curriculum’. They ensure that pupils have the 
opportunity to learn from each other. 

 Leaders’ efforts have secured pupils’ good behaviour around the school. Programmes 
that leaders have established have enabled pupils to become more resilient learners. 
Pupils display positive attitudes in the classroom and have higher expectations of what 
they can achieve. 

 Leaders promote fundamental British values effectively. Pupils understand that a 
democracy means that they have the chance to vote. Pupils feel they are listened to by 
adults. Their opinions are taken into consideration and they treat each other with 
tolerance and respect. Pupils understand the importance of equality. 

 Leaders have evaluated effectively the impact of the primary physical education (PE) 
and sport premium funding. They have responded to the needs of pupils and ensured 
that an increasing number of pupils are involved in exercise each day. Pupils are 
enthusiastic about the wide range of clubs available to them, such as boccia and yoga. 
They enjoy being more active at breaktimes and lunchtimes in organised games. 

 Leaders have clear systems in place to identify pupils with SEND and use additional 
funding for these pupils effectively. They work well with external agencies and ensure 
that well-focused support is in place for pupils with SEND. Leaders check to see that 
this is helping them. As a result, pupils with SEND are making strong progress. 
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Governance of the school 

 
 Governors have not always had an accurate understanding of the quality of teaching 

and learning in the school. As a result, they do not hold school leaders to account with 
sufficient rigour. 

 Governors are not fully involved in the strategic leadership of the school. They have not 
ensured that the spending of the additional funding has been rigorously monitored. 

 Governors have identified that there is a need for further training to support their roles. 
They do, however, visit the school regularly and make appropriate checks on the 
school’s arrangements for safeguarding and health and safety. 

 
Safeguarding 

 
 The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 

 Leaders have ensured that all staff have received regular training and that this is kept 
up to date throughout the year. They have established a clear process for staff to log 
any concerns. They make sure that staff understand the importance of confidentiality 
and keep careful records. Appropriate checks are in place before members of staff are 
appointed. 

 Leaders have developed strong working relationships with outside agencies and are 
unafraid to challenge the level of their involvement. Leaders have acted with 
persistence when their concerns have not been addressed quickly enough and have 
ensured that the right support is put into place. Leaders work well with families so that 
the support that is put into place has a positive impact on the lives of pupils. 

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Requires improvement 

 
 In the past, the quality of teaching has led to some pupils having gaps in their 

knowledge and understanding. Some pupils have not yet mastered key skills 
appropriate to their age, such as writing in sentences. Some teachers do not plan 
learning that takes account of the gaps in pupils’ learning. 

 Teachers do not check well enough that pupils in key stage 2 are reading texts that 
they fully understand. They have not ensured that pupils have strategies that they can 
use when they reach a word that they cannot read. Teachers have now identified 
pupils who are not yet fluent readers. They have put support into place and are 
beginning to monitor its impact closely. These pupils show some signs of improvement 
in their fluency. 

 Teachers have not always given pupils sufficient time to practise important 
mathematical skills. They have ensured that these are now practised systematically 
throughout the school. Teachers now build on pupils’ knowledge. For example, pupils 
use their knowledge of shapes to explain the differences between them, using 
mathematical language with precision. 

 Teachers use questioning successfully in mathematics to encourage pupils to explain 
their thinking. For example, pupils had to decide how they would sort three different 
types of shapes into two jars and explain which was the odd one out. Scrutiny of 
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pupils’ work shows that pupils are increasingly able to explain the reasons for their 
answers. 

 The most able pupils sometimes unnecessarily repeat tasks that they already 
understand. Sometimes, the tasks they are asked to do lack sufficient challenge. Staff 
do not always have the highest expectations of these pupils. 

 Teachers do not always spot when pupils have not understood something. They do not 
address pupils’ misconceptions effectively. Teachers provide feedback to pupils during 
lesson times, but this is not consistent. 

 Teachers are now developing pupils’ comprehension skills in whole-class sessions. This 
approach is beginning to improve the way in which pupils explain their responses to a 
text. Pupils are beginning to justify their answers, using the text to help them with this. 

 The teaching of phonics is improving. Pupils distinguish between the meaning of 
different homophones and many spell these with accuracy. They use their knowledge 
of phonics to write at increasing length in key stage 1. Most pupils use this phonics 
knowledge well. Books are well matched to the abilities of the younger readers in the 
school. 

 Teachers ensure that pupils use their learning in a range of subjects. Pupils use their 
writing skills to produce diaries from the Second World War and accounts of a visit to a 
museum. These are well presented and pupils show pride in their work. 

 Teachers set homework and support pupils to complete this through running a 
homework club. Pupils understand that homework is important as it helps them to 
remember their learning. Most parents and carers feel that the homework set for their 
child’s age is appropriate. 

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 

 
Personal development and welfare 

 
 The school’s work to promote pupils’ personal development and welfare is good. 

 Pupils are keen to learn. They listen to others’ ideas and respond thoughtfully. 
Teachers encourage contributions and skilfully include those whose confidence is 
developing. 

 Leaders have prioritised pupils’ personal and social development. They have identified 
pupils who are less confident. Nurture groups, which have been successful in providing 
support for pupils in key stage 1, now take place in key stage 2 as well. 

 The curriculum promotes healthy lifestyles. Pupils enjoy active breaktimes and feel that 
they are benefiting from the increased range of sports and exercise on offer. Leaders 
have organised several school-wide projects that help pupils to understand the good 
choices they can make in life. They have used art, drama and dance to develop pupils’ 
ability to share their feelings and emotions. As a result, pupils are better able to 
express how they feel. 

 Pupils understand how to keep themselves safe. They explain that the teachers help 
them to understand how to cross roads safely and recognise that this is important in 
their daily lives. 
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 Pupils explain clearly what is meant by bullying. They feel that there are very few 
incidents of bullying at school. They are confident that staff will deal with persistent 
misbehaviour appropriately. The school’s behaviour records show that incidents of 
bullying are rare and are dealt with thoroughly. The overwhelming majority of parents 
with whom the inspector spoke felt that their children were happy and well cared for at 
school. 

 Pupils know how to keep themselves safe online. They explain that they have learned 
how to respond to messages sent to their phone. They know the importance of sharing 
unkind messages with parents and of not disclosing personal information over the 
internet. 

 
Behaviour 

 
 The behaviour of pupils is good. 

 The school promotes and rewards good attendance for all its pupils. Leaders monitor 
those pupils whose attendance is low and work closely with outside agencies to 
support families, so their children attend school regularly. Attendance is now broadly in 
line with the national average. 

 Pupils are well-mannered around the school. They are courteous and keen to help. 
They show self-control and patience when waiting in the queue for their lunch, for 
example. There is little low-level disruption in the classrooms. Most pupils try their 
hardest and are proud of what they achieve. They are articulate and mindful of the 
opinions and needs of others. 

 Pupils say there are occasional disagreements on the playground, but these are always 
sorted out. They explain clearly what the school’s behaviour code is and feel that it is 
used fairly. 

 

Outcomes for pupils Requires improvement 

 
 Provisional assessment information shows that in 2018, few pupils reached the 

expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics by the end of key stage 2. No 
disadvantaged pupils reached this standard. Pupils’ progress from their starting points 
in key stage 1 is below average in reading and mathematics but average in writing. 
The proportion of pupils who attain at greater depth by the end of key stage 1 or the 
higher standard by the end of key stage 2 is below the national average. 

 Many children start in the Nursery Year with levels of development well below those 
typically seen in children of their age. They make strong progress during the early 
years and many reach the level expected for their age or are very close to this by the 
end of the Reception Year. Provisional information for 2018 shows that the proportion 
of children reaching a good level of development has increased, although it is still 
below the national average. 

 The proportion of pupils reaching the required standard in the national phonics 
screening check is increasing. Provisional information shows that it has increased again 
in 2018. The proportion of disadvantaged pupils who reach this standard also increased 
in 2018. Improved teaching of phonics means that pupils are increasingly successful in 
retaining what they have already learned and applying this knowledge in new contexts. 
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 Provisional assessment information for 2018 shows that the proportion of pupils who 
reached the expected standards in reading, writing and mathematics by the end of key 
stage 1 increased. 

 Pupils are making steady gains in their knowledge. Improving teaching means that 
increasing numbers of pupils are writing fluently and at length in both key stages 1 and 
2. Pupils are now making stronger progress from their starting points in reading, 
writing and mathematics than was previously the case. Standards of attainment are 
rising. 

 Pupils’ fluency in mathematics is improving. They are able to use their mathematical 
knowledge and reasoning to solve problems and explain how they did so. A greater 
proportion of pupils at the end of key stage 2 are working at the expected standard 
and at greater depth than in the past. 

 The school’s internal assessment information shows that disadvantaged pupils are now 
making stronger rates of progress. Well-planned support is now enabling these pupils 
to develop their knowledge and apply it well. 

 Pupils with SEND are making stronger progress. Leaders have organised different 
teaching groups, which means that their needs are better met. 

 Outcomes in PE and history are strong. In PE, pupils refine their movements in dance 
to make the sequence flow smoothly. They review how well they have performed and 
they seek to improve it. In history, pupils are able to write convincingly from different 
points of view. They have a good grasp of historical knowledge. 

 

Early years provision Good 

 
 Leaders have ensured that the new staff team in the early years understand their roles 

and responsibilities well. They have made sure that their assessment of what children 
know and can do is accurate. Staff use this knowledge well. They make sure that 
activities match the children’s needs and are ambitious for children’s progress. 

 Well-planned teaching inspires children’s interest in activities. For example, children 
enjoy searching for different owls in the trees in the outside area. Staff use dramatic 
retellings to encourage children to act out ‘swooping and swirling’ like the owls in the 
story. Children match actions to words and begin to understand what they mean. 
Children draw pictures of owls with care and concentration and label them 
independently. Children use the language they have learned when they pretend to be 
bird spotters. 

 Leaders use additional funding well to help disadvantaged children and children with 
SEND make strong progress. Staff identify children’s learning needs quickly. They work 
well with external agencies and follow their advice closely. They check that children are 
making gains in their development. By the end of the early years, the difference 
between disadvantaged children’s attainment and that of others is diminishing and 
these children make a strong start to their learning. Staff ensure that children with 
SEND are well supported as they settle into the early years setting. 

 Children listen well to staff and to each other. They relish the opportunity to take 
responsibility. For example, children led a game in which other children had to listen 
carefully to different sounds. Children enjoyed trying to respond better each time. They 
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cooperate well with each other. 

 The new staff have built positive relationships with parents. They organise information 
sessions to help parents to understand what their children are learning. Increasing 
numbers of parents attend these. However, staff have not yet ensured that all parents 
fully contribute to the records of their children’s development in the early years. 

 Children make strong progress in the early years. They learn to speak in sentences and 
explain the order of a story. They begin to use the sounds that they know to write with 
more independence. An increasing proportion of children are well prepared for the next 
stage of their learning in Year 1. 
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 122658 

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council 

Inspection number 10047874 

 
This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 136 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Andrew Raynor 

Headteacher Helen Woodward 

Telephone number 01623 753681 

Website www.newstead.notts.sch.uk 

Email address head@newstead.notts.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 25–26 February 2015 

 
Information about this school 
 
 Since the last inspection, there has been a change in staffing in the school’s early years 

provision. 

 The school is smaller than the average-sized primary school. 

 The majority of pupils are from White British backgrounds. The proportions of pupils 
from minority ethnic backgrounds or who speak English as an additional language are 
below average. 

 The proportion of disadvantaged pupils is higher than the national average. 

 The proportion of pupils with SEND is higher than the national average. 

 The school is part of the ‘Together as One’ collaboration of schools. 
   

http://www.newstead.notts.sch.uk/
mailto:head@newstead.notts.sch.uk
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Information about this inspection 
 
 The inspector observed learning in five classes. Most observations were conducted 

jointly with the headteacher. The inspector listened to pupils read from key stages 1 
and 2 and spoke with groups of pupils. 

 The inspector spoke with leaders in the school and scrutinised documents provided by 
the school, including its self-evaluation document, improvement plan and documents 
related to safeguarding. 

 The inspector spoke with parents bringing their children to school and took account of 
the 10 responses expressed on Parent View, the Ofsted online questionnaire. 

 The inspector spoke with the chair of the governing body and a representative of the 
local authority. 

 
Inspection team 
 

Hazel Henson, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s 
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send 

you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil premium funding: 

pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and pupils in care or who left care 
through adoption or another formal route. www.gov.uk/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-

alternative-provision-settings. 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information 

parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You 
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: 

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 
and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 

terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-

government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 
or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at www.gov.uk/ofsted. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 

http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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